
Autism: principles, practices and perspectives 

 

The World Health Organisation estimates that up to 1 in 160 people worldwide are on the 

autism spectrum, whilst in the UK, the National Autistic Society estimates that the number of 

UK citizens on the autism spectrum is about 700,000. In schools and colleges, the 

prevalence of ASD in learners with educational difficulties is high; Autism Spectrum Disorder 

(ASD) is the most common primary focus of special educational need (SEN) (29%) amongst 

learners with Education and Health Care Plans (EHCP) whilst amongst learners identified as 

requiring SEN support (with no EHCP) it is the primary focus of 10% of learners. Most 

learners on the autism spectrum are educated within mainstream education, but 

Government data indicates that these learners are three times more likely than those with no 

special educational needs to be excluded from school.  So, the education of learners on the 

autism spectrum is relevant to all educators and all education institutions for children, young 

people and young adults.  

This module introduces students to key issues involved in the education of learners on the 

autism spectrum including understandings of types of autism/ASD and the prevalence of 

autism spectrum learners in different (ordinary, special & PRU, primary, secondary & post 

16) education contexts. Students are presented with different perspectives/framings and 

underpinning assumptions and values for understanding the issues involved in ASD 

education and the implications of these for priority questions, for research and for practice 

and policy. International policy frameworks (e.g. UN; WHO) in relation to ASD education will 

be explored, along with a recognition that national differences, founded in culture and 

history, can vary significantly as contexts within which policy and practice is and can be 

developed; the national policy context of England (& its SEND Code of Practice) is reviewed 

along with contrasting national policy contexts. The module addresses the neurodiversity 

debates, and supports students to consider critically the issue of the ‘voice’ and the 

perspectives of those on the autism spectrum. Students are enabled to analyse common 

practice strategies, additional support and reasonable adjustments for ASD learners, in 

relation to models of disability & difference, values and assumptions about inclusion. 

Students are encouraged to consider possible strategies and practices, which support 

inclusive and person-centred principles and human rights, through engagement with 

evidence and theory in published literature and other relevant sources. 

 


