
Behaviour, Inclusion and Exclusion in Education 

This module interrogates the processes through which children and young people come to 
be included in or excluded by educational institutions, processes and practices and how 
some come to be constructed as educationally difficult or different. Students will critically 
interrogate their own beliefs, assumptions and values about ‘good’ and ’bad’ behaviour as 
well as the medical and psychological ideas which have traditionally underpinned policies 
and practices adopted in schools and other educational settings in relation to these issues. 

The module works with sociological and social-psychology perspectives, focusing particularly 
on teaching students post-structural theory, using the earlier works of Foucault and 
Bourdieu as a basis for this. Students are introduced to academic literature and research 
written using a post-structural theoretical approach. Lectures often work through specific 
journal articles in detail and students are encouraged to discuss parts of these articles in 
groups and report back to the class or alternatively to practice academic writing in the 
sessions, constructing sentences and paragraphs which demonstrate use of a theoretical 
perspective.   

Earlier sessions in the module introduce fundamental sociological questions about the 
purpose of education, which are essential to understanding how behaviour is understood 
and interpreted. In the earlier part of the course students are encouraged to read accounts 
that include academic autobiography – for example bell hooks or speeches – for example by 
Michael Wilshaw, or Ted Talks for example by Ken Robinson, which explore the purpose of 
education. This allows students to understand behaviour through sociological lenses such as 
that of ‘anomie’ or ‘alienation’. Earlier academic texts exploring underachievement and 
poor behaviour are looked at, such as Willis (1977) Learning to Labour and Bowles and 
Gintis Schooling in Capitalist America.  

In weeks 3-4 the module explores Foucault’s Discipline and Punish (1977), the concept of 
the disciplinary regime and the notion of the discursive. The focus in this part of the module 
is on the Early Years and academic texts used are an extract from Walkerdine, V (1988) The 
Mastery of Reason by. and MacLure et al (2013). Further reading in relation to Early Years 
anticipates the introduction to the work of Bourdieu – using Alanen et al (2015).  

Weeks 5 and 6 focuses on pathologising processes in relation to SEN and behaviour – 
focusing on ADHD. Key texts here are Harwood and Allan (2014) and Tomlinson (2017). 
Students wanting to understand more about Foucauldian theory are encouraged to read 
The Birth of the Clinic (1973) at this point. Workshop activities are also run in these sessions 
– completing and critiquing the Connors questionnaire for example. 

Week 7 focuses on the work of Bourdieu and uses two articles to enable students to identify 
this theoretical approach in academic literature. The first is a seminal article: Reay (2002) 
Shaun’s Story: Troubling Discourses of white working class masculinities and the second 
looks much more broadly at inclusive education across the world using Bourdieu to frame 
the discussion but observing the UN’s particular critique of UK policy and practice in relation 
to SEN and behaviour: Byrne (2019).  



In week 8 we explore the case of South Africa using the work of Craig Soudien and others 
but particularly focusing on working in post-colonial contexts and reconsidering the 
purposes of education. We explore in this case, how, in particular, students, formerly and 
formally excluded from higher education in South Africa can gain access to it and what that 
process entails.  

In week 9 we explore the Foucauldian concept of Biopower and its relation to his work on 
surveillance. There is a brief introduction and further reading suggested to Deleuze for the 
more ambitious student, specifically ‘Control and Becoming’ in Negotiations and his notion 
of total control societies. Students use Hope’s (2015) work exploring surveillance 2.0 and 
China’s Golden Shield to understand how the student body is being digitised and used to 
predict behaviours and put in place interventions in advance of such behaviours occurring. 
The ethics of this are discussed, returning to the first week of the module and the core 
purposes of education in society.  

The final week concludes the module, sets tutorials in place and ensures students are clear 
about the assignment.   

 


