
Independent Study 

   This module is intended to provide a flexible opportunity for students in one of three 

circumstances: 1.to study, theoretically a specific area of interest within the field of the 

programme where no appropriate taught module is available (this may be called an 

‘alternative study’); or 2. to extend their study on a taught module taken, by undertaking an 

additional assessment (this may be called an ‘extension study’); 3. to critically describe and 

reflect on practice learning undertaken in the course of a practical work placement within a 

work setting relevant to the programme (this may be called a ‘work placement study’). The 

Programme Convener will decide if the Independent Study is appropriate for the student’s 

profile in meeting the requirements of the intended MA programme and that it is relevant to 

their needs and interests. For an alternative study, the Programme Convenor will identify an 

appropriate tutor to guide the student and mark the assignment. For an extension study, the 

student will be guided by the Module Convenor, who will also mark the assignment. For a 

work placement study the Programme Convenor will agree on an appropriate work 

placement for the study and will identify an appropriate tutor. Generic learning outcomes, 

and assessment criteria will apply. The assessment undertaken, including its method(s) (see 

below) is decided by the student (with tutor guidance) and includes one or two methods from 

a range of possible coursework or presentation methods (see below). For students 

undertaking an extension study, the assessment task must be distinct from the task 

undertaken for the module assignment; the assessment method(s) may be the same or 

different. Coursework (100%) or Coursework plus Presentation (50%/50%). 

Coursework methods possible: 

 Essay 

 Critical Analysis of Published Material 

 Reflective Experiential Writing 

 Practice Development Report 

 Reflective Practice Report 

 

Presentation methods possible: 

 Poster Presentation (with Q&A) 

 Oral Presentation to Audience (using IT software) 

 

The module is designed to enable the student to explore an area of particular interest in 

relation to an aspect of their learning or professional development or practice which will 

enhance their knowledge and/or skills.  

 


