
Developing a language-aware pedagogy for multilingual learners 

This optional module provides an opportunity to develop an understanding of multilingual 

learners with English as an Additional Language (EAL) in schools and other educational 

settings through a focus on research and professional literature linking to reflective 

engagement with students’ interests and professional contexts. 

The module is appropriate for students enrolled in the MA Inclusive Education: SEN & 
Disability.  This module is particularly relevant as the EAL school population has risen 
dramatically over the past decade, now accounting for more than one million pupils 
nationally and over 50% within Greater London (DfE, 2019).  Multilingualism is arguably now 
one of the most important characteristics of educational settings served by Roehampton’s 
School of Education.  As such, it is relevant to understanding the need to distinguish 
between ‘language’ and ‘learning’ needs, to avoid conflating or confusing EAL and SEN, 
particularly in terms of assessment and pedagogic responses. Surveys indicate practicing 
teachers identify EAL as the area in which they most lack prerequisite knowledge in terms of 
the Teachers Standards, Standard 5 ‘EAL’ (NCTL, 2017:27)*. Understanding the complex 
linguistic context of our school population is crucial to the formation of a reflective and 
effective workforce.   
Students in a non-teaching role will gain knowledge and understanding of the ‘super-

diversity’ of our current educational context that will extend their insights into and reflections 

on communities of learning they encounter.  The module explores critical perspectives on 

current policy and practice, with the aim of empowering students to view multilingualism as 

an integral part of individual learners’ identities and as a learning difference that can be used 

positively to support and enhance both educational attainment and learner well-being. 

Students should be open to reflecting on their own position as language learners and users 

and conscious of how this affects their understanding of issues around linguistic minority 

education and professional practices. Students must be open to self-reflection, critical 

thinking and collaboration with colleagues. 

Department for Education (2018) Schools, Pupils and their characteristics.  London:  HMSO. 

National College for Teaching and Leadership (2017) Newly-Qualified Teachers’ Annual Survey.  DfE:  RR834: *‘NQTs gave the 

lowest ratings for the teaching aspects that related to teaching different types of pupils – in line with 2016.  NQTs felt least prepared 

to teach TS5 English as an Additional Language (EAL): ‘39% of NQTs gave a score of 7-10 out of 10 for this aspect.’; this was 

lower score than self-assessment for TS5 ‘SEND’.  

Assessment: 

The choice of assignments reflects the potential needs, interests and work contexts of 

students. 

A.  Essay focused on critical perspectives on policy and practice in English as an additional 

language in England 

Title: Informed by key theories and current research, critically discuss issues surrounding the 

identification, assessment and teaching policy and practice for learners with English as an 

additional language. 

OR 



B: A Reflective Practice Report (available only to students who are in a practice setting) 

focused on critical reflection on policy and practice for English as an additional language 

learners 

Title: Critically discuss policy approaches to learners with English as an additional language.  

Identify an area(s) of development within your current practice setting and discuss this with 

reference to key theory and research literature and professional experience, concluding with 

recommendations for change to enhance practice. 


