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Ten things to try before you 
start your PGCE Art and Design 
course…  
 

 

 

Things to read, listen to, explore, make, 
research, watch, think about, upload, remember 
and do. 

 

 

 



 

1.  Read… 
 
 

 
 
 

Reading is an essential part of the course and helps you to 
understand who you are as a teacher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Begin by reading the first section of Why we make art and why 
it is taught by Richard Hickman. You’ll find it here… 
 

https://www.artandeducation.co.uk/pgce-22-23


2.  Listen to… 

 
 
 
…Grayson Perry’s Reith Lectures from 2013, available here. If 
you don’t like them then you MAY be on the wrong course ! We 
will also be completing a group task using his work ‘book of 
days’. You could also watch his recent Channel 4 series 
Grayson’s Art Club. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03969vt
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/graysons-art-club/on-demand/71402-001


3.  Explore… 
 

 
 
The blog and website for The National Society for Education in 
Art & Design (NSEAD, which is the trade union, learned society 
and subject association for art, craft & design educators across 
the UK: 
 
https://www.nsead.org/publications/blog/ 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.nsead.org/publications/blog/


4.  Make… 

 
… a self-portrait. One you’ll be happy to share with your new 
classmates in September. Don’t over-think this. It’s not going to 
be marked. But if you can find a way of representing yourself in 
a way (or a medium) that no-one else has thought of then we’ll 
all be pretty impressed.  
 
 
 
 



5.  Research… 

Some of the challenges that many of our young people face in 
the schools that you’ll be teaching in,  and how Art & Design 
can help to overcome barriers to learning and disadvantage: 
 
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/feature/syste
mic-devaluing-of-arts-in-english-state-schools 
 
https://www.tes.com/magazine/news/general/pupils-
steered-away-risky-creative-subjects 
 
https://www.nsead.org/resources/anti-racist-art-
education/decolonising-and-diversifying-the-art-curriculum/ 
 
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-
evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/arts-participation 
 
 
6.  Watch… 

https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/feature/systemic-devaluing-of-arts-in-english-state-schools
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/feature/systemic-devaluing-of-arts-in-english-state-schools
https://www.tes.com/magazine/news/general/pupils-steered-away-risky-creative-subjects
https://www.tes.com/magazine/news/general/pupils-steered-away-risky-creative-subjects
https://www.nsead.org/resources/anti-racist-art-education/decolonising-and-diversifying-the-art-curriculum/
https://www.nsead.org/resources/anti-racist-art-education/decolonising-and-diversifying-the-art-curriculum/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/arts-participation
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/arts-participation


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
… Denis Dutton’s Ted Talk about the Darwinian theory of 
beauty. If you’re not interested in Darwin, or beauty, or Denis, 
then you’ll still love the animations by illustrator Andrew Park.  
 
 
 
7.  Think about… 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PktUzdnBqWI


 
 
 
… taking inspiration from children’s visual culture. What do 
children find engaging about the images they encounter online, 
on TV and in movies? Who makes these images? How might we 
use them to inspire children’s own creative work?  
 
 
 



8.  Upload… 

 
… an image that captures your perception of beauty in your 
environment.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
9.  Remember… 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
… what made you interested in art in the first place. What are 
your earliest memories of making something? What were your 
experiences of art in primary and secondary school? Or at art 
school? What happened that set you on the journey to where 
you are now? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



10.  Do… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Visit a gallery, exhibition or museum that inspires you and 
think about what projects it could inspire in a secondary Art & 
Design classroom. 

 
https://www.artfund.org/explore/get-

inspired/features/free-museums-and-galleries-in-london 
 

https://www.artfund.org/explore/get-inspired/features/free-museums-and-galleries-in-london
https://www.artfund.org/explore/get-inspired/features/free-museums-and-galleries-in-london
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