PGCE Social Sciences subject audit
1. Read through the subject content, aims and learning objectives for GCSE Sociology and A Level Sociology below:

GCSE: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a804373ed915d74e622d6ee/Sociology_GCSE_content.pdf
AS and A Level:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7db91240f0b65d8863403a/A_level_sociology_subject_content.pdf 

2. Using the information above, complete the subject audit below. Ranking each topic on a confidence scale of 1 (most confident) to 5 (least confident). 


Subject Audit:

	GCSE Sociology 

8192
	Subtopics and content 
	Confidence rate

	Unit: Sociological approaches
	· Debates within sociology including conflict versus consensus.
	

	
	· How sociological knowledge and ideas change over time and how these ideas inform our understanding of the social world.
	

	
	· The contextualised work of key classical sociologists Durkheim, Marx and Weber referencing both their view of the world and their contribution to the development of the discipline.
	

	
	· Different sociological perspectives on social structures, social processes and social issues, including those informed by: feminism, functionalism, interactionism and Marxism.
	

	
	· The interrelationship between the core areas of sociology.
	

	
	· How to use sociological research methods as outlined in the topics and how they apply in the specified contexts i.e. families, education, crime and deviance, social stratification. 
	

	
	· Key sociological terms and concepts concerned with social structures, social processes and social issues and the explanation of social phenomena including: society, socialisation, norms, values, roles, labelling, discrimination, power and authority
	

	Unit: Families 
	1. Functions of the family

· Differing views of the functions of families. 
	

	
	· Parsons’ functionalist perspective on primary socialisation and the stabilisation of adult personalities
	

	
	2. Family forms 

· How family forms differ in the UK and within a global context.
	

	
	· The work of the Rapoports on family diversity.
	

	
	3. Conjugal role relationships 

· Different views of conjugal role relationships.
	

	
	· The feminist perspective of Oakley on the idea of the conventional family
	

	
	4. Changing relationships within families

· Changing relationships within families
	

	
	· How relationships within families have changed over time.
	

	
	· The theory of the symmetrical family and the principle of stratified diffusion developed from the functionalist perspective of Willmott and Young.
	

	
	5. Criticisms of families 

· Different criticisms of families (isolation and unrealistic idealisation, loss of traditional functions, lack of contact with wider kinship networks, the status and role of women within families, marital breakdown, dysfunctional families). 
	

	
	· The work of Zaretsky on developments in families from a Marxist perspective and Delphy and Leonard’s feminist critique of families.
	

	
	6. Divorce
· Changes in the pattern of divorce in Britain since 1945 and the consequences of divorce for family members and structures
	

	Unit: Education 


	1. Roles and functions of education

· Different views of the role and functions of education
	

	
	· The functionalist perspective of Durkheim on education as the transmission of norms and values and Parsons on achieved status and the operation of schools on meritocratic principles.
	

	
	2. The relationship between education and capitalism
· Different views of the correspondence principle on the relationship between education and capitalism as developed from a Marxist perspective by Bowles and Gintis
	

	
	3. Educational achievement
· Factors affecting educational achievement
	

	
	· The work of Halsey on class-based inequalities and Ball on parental choice and competition between schools.
	

	
	4. Processes within schools
· Processes within schools affecting educational achievement
	

	
	· The work of Ball on teacher expectations and Willis on the creation of counter school cultures
	

	Unit: Crime and Deviance 
	1. The social construction of crime and deviance 
· The social construction of concepts of crime and deviance and explanations of crime and deviance
	

	
	· The work of Merton on the causes of crime from a functionalist perspective and Becker from an interactionist perspective
	

	
	2. Social control

· Formal and informal methods of social control. 
	

	
	· The work of Heidensohn on female conformity in male dominated patriarchal societies
	

	
	5. Criminal and deviant behaviour

· Factors affecting criminal and deviant behaviour and ways in which criminal and deviant behaviour have generated public debate.
	

	
	· The work of Albert Cohen on delinquent subcultures and Carlen on women, crime and poverty
	

	
	6. Data on crime

· The usefulness of the main sources of data on crime, the collection of official data on crime, patterns and trends in crime figures and the ‘dark figure’
	

	Unit: Social Stratification
	1. Functionalist theory of stratification 
· Different views of the functionalist theory of social stratification
	

	
	· The work of Davis and Moore on social stratification from a functionalist perspective
	

	
	2. Socio-economic class
· Different views of socio-economic class
	

	
	· The work of Marx and Weber on socio-economic class
	

	
	3. Life chances

· Different views on factors affecting life chances
	

	
	· The work of Devine revisiting the idea of the affluent worker
	

	
	4. Poverty as a social issue

· Different interpretations of poverty as a social issue
	

	
	· The work of Townsend on relative deprivation and Murray on the underclass
	

	
	5. Power and authority

· Different forms of power and authority
	

	
	· The work of Weber on power and authority
	

	
	6. Power relationships
· Describe and explain different views on factors affecting power relationships
	

	
	· The work of Walby on patriarchy
	

	Unit: Sociological research methods
	Use of the following in sociological research:

· Research design, quantitative and qualitative methods, different types of data, primary and secondary sources, interpretation of data, practical and ethical issues 
	


	AS and A Level Sociology 

AS (7191)

A Level (7192)
	Subtopics and content 
	Confidence rate

	AS Sociology 

Unit: Education
	· The role and functions of the education system, including its relationship to the economy and to class structure 

· Differential educational achievement of social groups by social class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary society

· Relationships and processes within schools, with particular reference to teacher/pupil relationships, pupil identities and subcultures, the hidden curriculum, and the organisation of teaching and learning

· The significance of educational policies, including policies of selection, marketisation and privatisation, and policies to achieve greater equality of opportunity or outcome, for an understanding of the structure, role, impact and experience of and access to education; the impact of globalisation on educational policy.
	

	AS Sociology 

Unit: Education Methods in Context
	· To apply sociological research methods to the study of education 
	

	AS Sociology 

Unit: Research Methods
	· Quantitative and qualitative methods of research; research design

· Sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews, participant and non-participant observation, experiments, documents and official statistics

· The distinction between primary and secondary data, and between quantitative and qualitative data

· The relationship between positivism, interpretivism and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social facts’ 

· The theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing choice of topic, choice of method(s) and the conduct of research
	

	AS Sociology 

Optional Topics 
	Families and Households

· The relationship of the family to the social structure and social change, with particular reference to the economy and to state policies

· Changing patterns of marriage, cohabitation, separation, divorce, childbearing and the life course, including the sociology of personal life, and the diversity of contemporary family and household structures

· Gender roles, domestic labour and power relationships within the family in contemporary society

· The nature of childhood, and changes in the status of children in the family and society

· Demographic trends in the United Kingdom since 1900: birth rates, death rates, family size, life expectancy, ageing population, and migration and globalisation.
	

	A Level Sociology

Unit: Education
	· The role and functions of the education system, including its relationship to the economy and to class structure

· Differential educational achievement of social groups by social class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary society

· Relationships and processes within schools, with particular reference to teacher/pupil relationships, pupil identities and subcultures, the hidden curriculum, and the organisation of teaching and learning

· The significance of educational policies, including policies of selection, marketisation and privatisation, and policies to achieve greater equality of opportunity or outcome, for an understanding of the structure, role, impact and experience of and access to education; the impact of globalisation on educational policy.
	

	A Level Sociology

Unit: Education Methods in Context
	· Applying sociological research methods to the study of education 
	

	A Level Sociology 

Unit: Theory and Methods
	·  Quantitative and qualitative methods of research; research design

· Sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews, participant and non-participant observation, experiments, documents and official statistics

· The distinction between primary and secondary data, and between quantitative and qualitative data

· The relationship between positivism, interpretivism and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social facts’ 

· The theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing choice of topic, choice of method(s) and the conduct of research

· Consensus, conflict, structural and social action theories

· The concepts of modernity and post-modernity in relation to sociological theory 

· The nature of science and the extent to which Sociology can be regarded as scientific 

· The relationship between theory and methods 

· Debates about subjectivity, objectivity and value freedom 

· The relationship between sociology and social policy 
	

	A Level Sociology

Unit: Crime and Deviance
	· Crime, deviance, social order and social control 

· The social distribution of crime and deviance by ethnicity, gender and social class, including recent patterns and trends in crime

· Globalisation and crime in contemporary society; the media and crime; green crime; human rights and state crimes 

· Crime control, surveillance, prevention and punishment, victims, and the role of the criminal justice system and other agencies
	

	A Level Sociology

Optional Topics – additional to the AS optional topics
	Beliefs in Society 

· Ideology, science and religion, including both Christian and non-Christian religious traditions

· The relationship between social change and social stability, and religious beliefs, practices and organisations

· Religious organisations, including cults, sects, denominations, churches and New Age movements, and their relationship to religious and spiritual belief and practice 

· The relationship between different social groups and religious/spiritual organisations and movements, beliefs and practices 

· The significance of religion and religiosity in the contemporary world, including the nature and extent of secularisation in a global context, and globalisation and the spread of religions.
	


