Pre-Course Reading

Source: AQA GCSE (9–1) Sociology by Ian Woodfield – Families Chapter (Available free via Internet Archive – you can read online or borrow a digital copy.)

Suggested Chapter: Families and Households Key themes include:

· Functions of the family (Murdock, Parsons)

· Family diversity (Rapoports)

· Conjugal roles (Oakley, Willmott & Young)

· Changing family structures

· Criticisms of the family (Zaretsky, Delphy & Leonard)

Pre-Course Tasks

Task 1: Compare and Contrast > Read the section on family functions and diversity. Create a table comparing the Functionalist, Marxist, and Feminist views of the family. Include at least one key theorist for each.
Task 2: GCSE Lens > Imagine you're teaching this topic to a Year 10 class. Choose one concept (e.g. conjugal roles or family diversity) and design a 10-minute starter activity that introduces it in an engaging way.
Task 3: Reflective Prompt > Reflect on your own educational experience. How was “family” represented in your school curriculum or textbooks? What messages were reinforced or left out?
Discussion Questions for Seminar

1. Why is it important for GCSE students to study families through a sociological lens rather than a personal one?

2. How can we ensure inclusivity when teaching about family diversity in a classroom with varied lived experiences?

3. What challenges might arise when teaching topics like divorce, domestic roles, or patriarchy—and how can we navigate them sensitively?

