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A message from our Deputy Director 
Dear partners, 
 
We are aware just what a challenge the start of term has been 
for you this year. As Government directives are issued in 
response to the pandemic, schools are having to work very 
hard to keep up and maintain high levels of safety for staff and 
pupils alike. We are very grateful to you for keeping 
placements going and offering lots of support to student 
teachers to keep the supply of new teachers strong. We know 
from our dialogue with you that these student teachers are 
offering crucial extra pairs of hands as key workers to support 
teaching and learning. We are delighted that our partnership 
has led to very successful outcomes for the PGCE students on their Block School Experience in the 
autumn. As we keep saying to our students, this experience is developing their resilience and they are 
learning vital new skills which will stand them in good stead for the months and years to come. This in turn 
will support the schools that they work in. 
 
We have conducted meetings with our Roehampton Mentors and students in the first weeks back as we 
attempt to form a clear understanding of the individual challenges that everyone is facing at present. We 
are telling our students to be flexible and make the most of all the experiences they can gain. Opportunities 
to observe, plan, teach and mark will help them to gain evidence towards the Teachers’ Standards. Your 
support with this is greatly appreciated. 
 
In other news, the Department for Education has launched a review of the teacher training market. This 
may lead to some significant changes in the way that teacher training is organised and run, including the 
idea of setting up an Institute for Teaching which will oversee training for the Early Career Framework and 
train up top 1,000 new teachers initially. There have been voices of concern in the sector about another 
route into teaching being added to the market, as expressed by the University Council for the Education 
of Teachers and the National Association of School-Based Teacher Trainers. We will keep you informed 
of future developments. 
 
Wishing you every success for the term ahead. 
 
Matt Sossick 
 
Deputy Director and Head of Initial Teacher Education 
matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk  

 

Wellbeing support for School Staff 
Education Support is the only UK charity dedicated to supporting 
the mental health and wellbeing of education staff in schools, 
colleges and universities.  Find out what they offer here: 
https://www.educationsupport.org.uk/  

 

mailto:matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk
https://www.educationsupport.org.uk/
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In this issue 
At the beginning of January, we reviewed our progress towards our Partnership Priorities for 2020/21; please 
see page 4 for details of our progress so far, and actions planned.  We share further feedback from our BA 
External Examiners on pages 18-19. And we are extremely proud of both our PG Core students, who 
completed their first assessed placement in Autumn, and our School Direct students, who completed the first 
half of their host school placement – a summary of their outcomes and evaluations is on page 12.     

Anthony Barlow has produced a fantastic resource for parents and carers, outlining how they can support their 
children in geography at home – this can be found on page 5, and we have also attached this guidance as a 
separate PDF, so schools can share this with parents and carers directly.   

In the second of a series of three articles, Miles Berry, Principal Lecturer in Computing Education, discusses 
the publication of the third edition of Switched On Computing, a comprehensive scheme of work for primary 
computing (page 11). 

On page 16, Nicola Treby, Principal Lecturer in Science Education, recommends a list of websites to support 
teaching and learning in science.  The websites chosen are reviewed by both scientists and educators, resulting 
in materials with a rigorous science content matched with appropriate pedagogy.  

Roehampton graduates are invited to free subject CPD sessions with our tutors – details below, and please 
also see the full invitation attached to the newsletter email.  UKLA are hosting an Online Story Circle on 6th 
February as part of their National Storytelling Week – details of how to sign up on page 13.  And pages 14-
15 detail upcoming Geography CPD sessions from a range of external providers. 

Do you have curriculum expertise you are willing to share with our BA2s?  If so, please see page 9 to sign up 
for our Experienced Teacher day on 12th February.  We share details of our exciting new PG Certificate in 
Coaching and Mentoring on page 10. And we invite subject leaders in schools to join our Subject Advisory 
Panels on page 19. 

 

 

 

An opportunity to reconnect, be inspired, share 
resources, and seek expert advice. 

 
Join any sessions of your choice.  Please email the relevant tutor to book your place – 

please see full details in the invitation attached with this newsletter. 
 

If any partner schools are interested in subject specific support for their staff teams, 
please contact matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk. 

mailto:matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk
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University of Roehampton Primary Partnership Priorities 
2020/21 

At the beginning of January, we reviewed our progress towards our partnership priorities for 2020/21.  
Please see the below table for details of our progress so far, and actions planned. 

Priority/Action 
 

Progress – January 2021 

Improvements in teaching and 
learning: TS5 and 6 

• TS6 PG BSE1 report – all students had achieved a minimum 
grade at this stage. 12% were graded high. Comparable to 
2019-2020 (11%). 

• TS5 PG BSE1 report – all students had achieved a minimum 
grade. 16% high compared to 17% last year.  

 

Improve outcomes for male 
students 

• Male support group set up and established with regular guest 
speakers. Sessions recorded. 

• 12/13 male students on PG BSE1 were meeting standards 
which would equate to a 92% pass rate (last year this was 76% 
at the end of the course). 
 

Improve use of student expertise 
from prior experience 

• Established as item on APM agenda. Will evaluate the impact 
of this in forthcoming evaluation cycle.  
 

Support students with little or no 
prior experience 

• Development of pre-course materials in place. Plan to 
evaluate the success of these at start of 2021-2022 course. 

Increase student satisfaction and 
outcomes with SSP 

• Development of taught materials, including additional 
recorded lessons to analyse.  

• BA3 online teaching sessions. Online audit. Gathering of data 
on which programmes students are teaching in school to 
inform the taught course. 

Increase confidence in teaching 
PE well including to pupils with 
SEND 

• New PG task developed.  
• PG BSE1: 73% reported positive experiences of teaching PE. 

Question around teaching PE and SEND to be included in next 
evaluation.  

Improve some dissatisfaction with 
variability of quality of teaching on 
foundation subject inputs on the 
PGCE course in terms of EY 
inputs, the use of technology and 
subject knowledge development  

• Subject Annual Reviews identified improvements in EY inputs. 
• Foundation subject leaders’ meetings have shared best 

practice. 

Implementation of Core Content 
Framework 

• Learn That statements: Taught course updates are being 
implemented and reviewed.  

• Subject Annual Reviews identified areas for development in 
relation to CCF and are being reviewed in the spring.  

• Course mapping has identified where CCF is being delivered.  
• Exemplification document supports delivery of Learn How 

statements.  
• Reconsideration of assessment criteria informed by CCF as 

new project ready for 2021-2022 
Quality and consistency of 
mentoring  

• Overhaul of mentor training. CCF embedded. CPD element of 
training enhanced.  

Develop external moderation of 
placements  

• Development of external moderation reports to provide key 
data. 

• Enhanced Abyasa reviews using external consultant. 
Analytical nature of student reflections to be further developed. 
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HELPSHEET: Geography at Home for Parents & Carers 
Doorstep discovery, not just capitals and continents!  
What can parents and carers do to support their children in geography? 

 

The risk is by just picking up the Geography curriculum, you 
see lists of explicit knowledge to know: harbour, mountain, 
earthquake, biome rather than the implicit knowledge (the 

concepts and processes) in the curriculum.  
 

This guide can help you start to 
discuss with a child some of 

this implicit (or hidden 
geography).   

Try these simple ideas that 
promote you  

LOOKING and  
not just SEEING  

and LISTENING and not just 
HEARING. 

 
This guide is to support any child’s geographical 
understanding, 3-11 and it promotes more than just a naming 
and labelling curriculum. A focus on seeing, feeling and 
understanding, promoting a sense of questioning and, 
above all, enquiry is what we are after.  
 

 
Geography is about locational knowledge 
(naming somewhere), but it is also about 
place knowledge of human/physical 
spaces, spaces that you inhabit with your 
child and can hopefully interact with 
alongside your child. This guide will help 
you find out about their perspectives on 
the world while being able to label, define 
and know what they can see. It might also 
help you share what you know about, and 
how you as an adult interact with what is 
on your doorstep: you might also learn 
something! So, let's have a diet of 
geography quizzes, capital-city lists and 
learning the names of rivers alongside a 
feeling that they can really know, write and 
draw the geography near them! 
 
There is rich geographical discovery 
near you! 

 

G o outside and LOOK as much as possible! 

E ncourage questions and enquiry approaches; deep 
thinking 
O blique and aerial views, see things from above! 

G lobal, National, Regional, Local = scale’s important 

R ivers and landmarks need to be seen in a human 
location; source, mouth and wider context  
A lways make maps as well as look at them, tap into a 
child’s mental maps 
P ractise lots of vocabulary: can you describe a 
landscape or view? 
H urricanes & volcanoes are great but you need to 
give them a place knowledge context - where are they? 
Y ou are part of geography – human and physical are 
not unbridgeable divides… Make CONNECTIONS!  
 

 

Geography is about learning at different scales and each of these challenges looks at a different 
scale from THE HOME to... > THE STREET to… > THE PARK or GARDEN … next stop  

> The world? 
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FIRST, LOOK FROM THE HOME 
Geography is about knowing where you are and making relationships between this and other 

locations.  
You will all have at least one window or a balcony. Look out from the FRONT, look out the BACK and 

climb onto the ROOF, if you can! A view alongside the birds is always really useful as a contrast! 

What, from our window? 

 
First: Look out of a window, or your balcony, and use 
the alphabet to try to think of as many words as you 
can. Ask an older sibling or adult to help. Use a paper 
dictionary, or one online, to help. Discuss if what you 
can see is living or non-living; how do you know? 

            
 

 
Can you do better than me? 
e.g. Arch, Balcony, Car, 
Drain, Edge, Frame, Gutter, 
House, Ice, Jeep, Kerb, 
Ledge...Roof, Sparrow… 
Wire…Z? 
 
               

Then: Perform and practise this A-Z list, record it on 
your computer or phone as though it is a geography 
poem. Relish the vocabulary and make actions for 
each one. Get your children to read it with their sibling 
(ping/ pong the words, A for me, B for you) and then 
play a game where you see who can point to the 
objects quicker. If you can’t find a Q or Z, find a pattern 
in the landscape which is this shape. Then you can do 
an A-Z shape spot! 

  

Follow-Up: Consider using the WindowSwap 
website you can hear about below and you can do 
the same ideas through other people’s windows 
round the world! This gets addictive!  See more: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-53904883  
You are likely to look up some of these locations in 
an atlas or on Google Maps after this, making 
connections to the world.  
  

Why is this geography? Good geographical learning comes from observation and being able to 
spot patterns and processes in the landscape. The curriculum asks us to start local in the EYFS and KS1 
and it is better to start local and promote “curiosity and fascination” (DfE, 2014) in the everyday first before 
children start to notice patterns in bigger (coastal, glaciated etc landscapes) when they’re older. Prompt 
questions about how the houses, flats and gardens and views are like they are. You may have questions 
you can’t answer from this and might ask your neighbours!  

 

https://www.window-swap.com/
https://www.window-swap.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-53904883
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239044/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Geography.pdf
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SECOND, CONSIDER THE STREET 
 
Geography is about knowing who YOU are, who is AROUND you and HOW YOU RELATE. Do chat 
about the neighbours and, ideally, if children can sit next to a window while they are doing their 
home learning, they will start to see the pattern of the day unfold. All of these help tell a story about 
the world and how we all interact with it, even if we are stuck indoors! 
 

Mapping the shapes of 
the physical world 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are some more fun ideas and collages here. 
Then look closer for rust, decay, rot and see how 
the physical aspects of our world, the rain, snow, 
cold and hot or dry weather can also cause 
changes all around us. Nothing in the world of 
geography ever stays the same! 
  
 

First: Children need to draw maps and they can be 
for all sorts of different purposes. Let’s map some 
shapes and find their story on our street! First of all, 
go for a shape walk and see how many human-
made shapes (mainly straight, angular and 
diagonal) you see. If you can’t go outside, do this 
from a different window from the above activities or 
even better, use Google Streetview to go for a 
virtual walk! Simply put your postcode in here. Draw 
these and make a collage like this. Can we 
remember which shape made what? Spot the 
physical shapes: rounded, irregular, branching, 
twisty and twirly and organic: they are growing, 
changing and developing. 

  
 

     

Then: Be SSS agents: “Secret Spoil Spotters”. Look 
for how the local environmental conditions are 
spoiling where we live: who has the most rotted, 
overgrown, rusted, messy garden, fence or 
balcony. Where are all the piles of leaves? Are there 
any leaves? Be careful to whisper, as all secret 
agents do and don’t upset anyone! Maybe you can 
discuss: In winter does nature go quiet and humans 
take over, leaving their litter that spoils things more?  
 

Follow-up: Now, make an SSS map. You can make this as a linear map - a bit like a bus or train route in 
one long line, or as a ‘circuit diagram’ map like a Tube map, depending on where you walked to. Or make 
a more traditional map, draw your street or locality and make a key where different things were. You could 
always take photos of things on your route and use your IT skills to upload/ crop the photos, if the children 
are older. Can you tell the story of the map you have drawn? Which are the human and physical features? 
What rich words (vocabulary) can you add to the map? 

 

https://s21art.weebly.com/blog/category/all/8
https://www.instantstreetview.com/
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THIRD, CONSIDER THE GREEN SPACE OR GARDEN 
Most people may see a tree or bush from their window. What type is it? Who might have planted it? 
Who cares for it? If you can, go for a closer inspection - has anyone cut any branches from it. Why? 
What might they damage? 
  
Are trees all good? Can they sometimes cause problems (discuss falling branches, subsidence or even 
when people wrap nets round trees to prevent birds’ mess. What’s your child’s view on this?. Have a 
discussion about the potted, planted and pruned environment around you, even if this is just a window 
box or a pot of herbs. Is there a label on the plant - where was it grown? Many of our plants come from 
round the world! You might link to some of these plant videos and resources from BBC Teach.    
 
 
Take Care of Our Terrific Trees! 
First: Ask your child to think of any trees they know 
of. What are trees for? Do you notice them at different 
times of the year? Which is your favourite? Go on a 
favourite tree hunt in a local park. Maybe you have a 
significant landmark tree? Check on the Ancient Tree 
Hunt website. Have you got one as big as Barney the 
tree in nearby Barnes, Richmond? 

 
Then: Print out some of the maps from the website 
Stamen Maps Watercolour  (above) based on where 
you live or somewhere you know well. See how much 
green is there. Could you paint a version of this map 
and add labels? This uses Google Maps but removes 
all the detail producing a view of where you live (or 
anywhere else) showing all the water and green 
spaces. See also the Toner view on this website.  
 

 
Follow-Up: Consider how this links to the science 
curriculum and use a BBC clip like this one which 
looks at the English Oak and its lifecycle. Consider 
some of the language used on the Woodland Trust 
website and some of their printable resources to 
help teach about this signature tree of the English 
landscape. Not many of us are lucky enough to 
have these on our doorsteps! 
 
There are lots of children’s books where the tree is 
a magical element and form a doorway into 
another world. Think of one you know, one you 
have on your shelf or consider Use the ideas from 
the Eden Project here online and here about the 
ten native  trees you could spot or even plant!  
 
Why is this geography? The curriculum asks us 
to “use basic geographical vocabulary...use simple 
fieldwork and observational skills” and trees are 
often one of the oldest, most significant and 
overlooked aspects of our natural, physical 
environments. With climate change, these trees 
are particularly prone to disease and hotter 
weather. In KS2 we are asked to “observe, 
measure, record and present the human and 
physical features” so drawing, estimating height 
are all helpful guides.  
 

Follow-Up: Consider how this links to the science curriculum and use a BBC clip like this one which looks 
at the English Oak and its lifecycle. Consider some of the language used on the Woodland Trust website 
and some of their printable resources to help teach about this signature tree of the English landscape. Not 
many of us are lucky enough to have these on our doorsteps! 
 
There are lots of children’s books where the tree is a magical element and form a doorway into another 
world. Think of one you know, one you have on your shelf or consider Use the ideas from the Eden Project 
here online and here about the ten native  trees you could spot or even plant!  
 
Anthony Barlow is author of Rising Stars Geography, KS1 and co-author of Mastering Primary 
Geography, Bloomsbury (2019).   
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-surrey-47537122
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/Mf5rhbTkHLZ3fbJzScyDvC/primary-science-plants
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
http://scottishforestbirds.blogspot.com/2017/02/london-trees-barney.html
http://scottishforestbirds.blogspot.com/2017/02/london-trees-barney.html
http://maps.stamen.com/watercolor/#12/37.7706/-122.3782
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z6bvr82
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/english-oak/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/english-oak/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/tree-id-kids/
https://www.edenproject.com/learn/for-everyone/outdoor-learning-with-trees
https://www.edenproject.com/learn/for-everyone/10-british-trees-to-grow-in-your-garden
https://www.owlscotland.org/images/uploads/resources/files/measuringtrees1.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z6bvr82
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/english-oak/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/tree-id-kids/
https://www.edenproject.com/learn/for-everyone/outdoor-learning-with-trees
https://www.edenproject.com/learn/for-everyone/outdoor-learning-with-trees
https://www.edenproject.com/learn/for-everyone/10-british-trees-to-grow-in-your-garden
https://www.risingstars-uk.com/subjects/historyandgeography/rising-stars-geography
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/mastering-primary-geography-9781474295512/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/mastering-primary-geography-9781474295512/
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Experienced Teacher Day 

Do you have curriculum expertise you are willing to share?  
Are you or your staff available on Friday 12th February for short period online? 

 

Dear Partnership schools, 

Thank you for working with us in this current situation, for the time and efforts you are putting into our 
assessed placement students. Our plans continue to adapt and change, as do yours, and one of our aims 
this year is to develop even closer relationships with the expertise you have in our partner schools.  

We would like to invite you to showcase your work online with up to 100 QTS trainees at our first 
“Experienced Teacher Day” 2021 on Friday February 12th 2021 from 9am.  

What is this? 

An opportunity for our mid-course, Year 2 Undergraduate trainees to learn from you and your staff in an 
area that you have expertise in.  

 
You might be a subject lead in a foundation 

subject and are very proud of what you do or 
in a particular unit of work, or you might have 
expertise in a particular aspect of pedagogy or 
be trying something new in the field of online 

learning. 

Equally, you might be innovative in how you 
use your outdoor space, have thoughts on 
behaviour for learning or have expertise in 
working in SEN or disability education, and 

always think you’d love to share it with a 
wider group of people. Now is your chance! 

 
We invite you to give a 5, 10 or 20 minute (or longer) micro presentation on this to our trainees. If we get 
a strong field of invites, we may run parallel sessions. We have a lead lecture on Teacher Expertise to 
launch the day which you are welcome to attend from 9am.   

What is in it for you?  

You might be passionate about your subject, or an area that your school has expertise in and just want to 
shout about it. You may also be looking to show how you are supporting the next cohort of teachers, or 
might be planning a career move and want to provide evidence of engagement in this. If either, we thank 
you for this support!    

Expressions of interest in supporting our day-long 
celebration of good practice and expertise can be 
made here: https://forms.gle/t5FipGCJTCeGCvBdA. 

Best wishes,  

Anthony Barlow, 

Programme Convenor, BA Primary Education 

anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk  

  

https://forms.gle/t5FipGCJTCeGCvBdA
mailto:anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
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Postgraduate Certificate in Coaching and Mentoring 
 

This year long course will enable you to develop the 
attitudes and skills you need to become a highly 
effective professional coach/mentor within the 
education sector.   We will help you to build a repertoire 
of powerful techniques (such as incisive questioning, 
active listening, goal setting and effective feedback) that 
will greatly enhance your practice.  We will also guide 
you through some of the most insightful literature in the 
field and encourage you to critically engage with it.  In 
addition, you will increase your own self-awareness 
using psychometric testing, journal writing and peer 

coaching. 

The course is delivered through stimulating, interactive 
workshops at Roehampton (on weekday evenings and 
weekends).  There will also be blended learning sessions 
and online forums. The assessment has two components 
- a presentation on a specific aspect of 
coaching/mentoring and a short film of your practice as a 
coach/mentor with an accompanying commentary.  

Duration:      1 year (part-time) 

Programme Start:     September 2021  

Specific subject requirements:  
Students admitted to PG Cert in Coaching and Mentoring must have a UK professional teaching 
qualification (QTS/QTLS/EYPS or EYTS) and be currently employed in a school or other education setting, 
as an educational practitioner (engaged in teaching and learning).  
 
For more information: 
 
Please contact Dr Mari Cruice, Programme Convenor: mari.cruice@roehampton.ac.uk 

Or visit our course page: https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses/coaching-and-mentoring-
in-education/  

 

Looking for high quality NQTs for September? 

If you wish to advertise NQT jobs with us then please do send adverts to 
primarypartnerships@roehampton.ac.uk and we will share these with our current students 
and graduates from last academic year.  The files need to be either Word or PDF.   

  

mailto:mari.cruice@roehampton.ac.uk
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses/coaching-and-mentoring-in-education/
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses/coaching-and-mentoring-in-education/
mailto:primarypartnerships@roehampton.ac.uk
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Intent, Implementation and Impact in Switched On Computing 
Miles Berry, Principal Lecturer in Computing Education, discusses the publication of the third 
edition of Switched On Computing, a comprehensive scheme of work for primary computing. 

This resource won a 2020 Teach Primary Award, receiving 5* in the Foundation category.  
Last summer saw the publication of the third edition of Switched On 
Computing, a comprehensive scheme of work for primary 
computing. Since its first publication, the scheme has proved to be 
popular with teachers in England and further afield, through its 
emphasis on practical, hands-on computing activities, the focus on 
free and low-cost technologies readily available in schools and the 
ease with which it can be adapted to align with whatever other 
topics pupils are studying. 

For the new edition, we’ve taken the opportunity to add lots more online support through the My Rising 
Stars portal, to refresh units to take into account advances in technology, such as physical computing with 
the micro:bit, online platforms such as Google Apps for Education and the enthusiasm shown by schools 
in adopting Apple’s iPad, and more detailed step-by-step instructions for teachers working with less familiar 
technologies. 

Intent 

The overall aim of Switched On Computing is that pupils leave primary school as confident, capable and 
creative users of digital technology, with a secure understanding of the fundamental principles of computer 
science and as safe, responsible and discerning digital citizens. 

Switched on Computing starts from the national curriculum programmes of study for Key Stages 1 and 2. 
As with the national curriculum, the scheme aims to develop pupils’ computational thinking and creativity 
so that they can ‘understand and change the world’. The scheme recognises that computing has three 
inter-related aspects, and these are covered in each year: 

• computer science (the foundations of computing, covering coding and computational thinking), 

• information technology (the applications of computing, including working with documents, data and digital 
media), and 

• digital literacy (the implications of computing for individuals and society) 

Switched on Computing also recognises the ‘spiral’ nature of 
progression within computing: new knowledge, skills and 
understanding within each of the strands of the subject build 
on what’s gone before. Thus, for example, in programming 
pupils are introduced to a simple sequence of recorded 
button presses on a Bee Bot in Year 1, then move on to 
building programs by snapping together blocks to move 
sprites in Scratch Jr before going on to create their own 
animations, quizzes and games in Scratch. Pupils progress 
from simpler to more complex programming languages, but 
also build up their conceptual understanding of programming 
from sequence, through repetition and selection to variables, 
input and output.  

https://www.risingstars-uk.com/series/switched-on-computing
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Implementation 

One of the great strengths of Switched On Computing is the flexibility it allows schools for implementation. 
It’s designed for schools to adapt the scheme to their own technologies, approaches and priorities. Units 
typically include some cross-curricular connections to things pupils will be studying elsewhere in the 
curriculum, helping them to see how computing can be applied in a wide range of contexts, but also doing 
much to promote retention in both domains as pupils make and reinforce the connections between new 
ideas. 

Switched On Computing recognises that computing is, at its heart, a practical and creative subject, with 
pupils learning best when they’re consciously engaged in digital artefacts to share with others. These can 
be as simple as digital images or musical compositions through to complex collaborative projects and 
sophisticated, well-tested programs of their own. Throughout the scheme, pupils develop skills in working 
with others, including contributing to and leading shared group work. They become adept at giving 
constructive, critical feedback, and on acting on feedback they receive from their peers. 

Impact 

Switched On Computing offers many ways to track the impact of computing lessons on pupils’ learning. 
Each unit includes a comprehensive list of differentiated learning outcomes, making it easy for teachers to 
check where pupils’ work fits with a set of age-related expectations. For the new edition we’ve added in a 
set of multiple-choice questions for each unit, encouraging the recall and application of what pupils have 
learnt. Using cloud-based tools such as Office 365 and Google Apps for Education, it’s easier than ever 
for pupils to build up a portfolio of their creative work, demonstrating how their skills and their thinking have 
developed over their years at the school. 

 

PG Core and School Direct: Outcomes and Evaluations 
We are extremely proud of both our PG Core students, who completed their first assessed placement in 
Autumn, and our School Direct students, who completed the first half of their host school placement.  The 
vast majority of students met all TS, with highest outcomes in TS1, 7 and 8 for both cohorts, and TS4 for 
the PG Core cohort.  The majority of students rated the quality of partnership schools and support provided 
positively, and both students and schools positively rated support provided by Roehampton Mentors. 
Improved levels of satisfaction with Abyasa were also noted by students and Roehampton Mentors, and 
students, Roehampton Mentors and schools rated high levels of satisfaction with partnership 
documentation, most of which is now held electronically on the Primary Partnerships site. 

Less students were assessed as ‘Good’ or ‘High’ in TS5 and TS6, compared with the other TS. Over a 
quarter of students rated ‘Finding a suitable work/life balance in relation to your duties as a class teacher’ 
as Acceptable/Poor.  A significant minority of students also noted limited opportunities on BSE for 
increasing their confidence and competence in teaching Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) and 
communicating with parents – no doubt Covid19 has impacted here.  Students also wanted to increase 
their confidence and competence in enacting e-safety policies, which is particularly pertinent in the current 
circumstances. 

The above data will focus our work with Student Teachers across the rest of the year, in both taught 
sessions and via support to students on placement. It will also feed into planning for Class Teacher Mentor 
and Roehampton Mentor training.  We are delighted by the positive picture of students’ progress at this 
stage, and we look forward to reviewing their progress as the year progresses.   
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Upcoming Geography CPD from External Providers 

Geographical Association 
Annual Conference and 

Exhibition 2021:  
8-10th April 2021 

 
The yearly Annual Conference will take place 
online.  Subject knowledge input, a Primary and 
EY pathway. 
  
Hear from the best speakers on Primary 
Geography and pick up inspiration, tips and build 
your support network. 
  
A large conference from EY to A-level with 
hundreds of delegates from across the globe.  
 
@EYPPC_GA @The_GA  
More details here 

  

Charney Primary  
Geography Research 

Conference:  
27th-28th February 2021 

 
@ManorCharney 
More details here 
 
Hear from researchers, teachers and University 
tutors about the latest in primary geography 
education. A small-scale and intimate conference, 
welcoming all from the UK and Republic of Ireland!   

Subject-focused Online Courses:  
 

Outdoor Learning in a Creative Curriculum: Ensuring outstanding Outdoor Learning through 
cross-curricular topics EY-Y6 - March 4th 2021 
 

Ensuring outstanding relevant Physical Geography in a Creative Curriculum KS1 & KS2 - March 
11th 2021 
 

These will be a very practical and interactive days which will meet the needs of teachers with limited 
subject knowledge or experience as well as those with more experience in a position to implement 
change. FIND OUT MORE.   

PROJECT: MAPPING LOCKDOWN 
 

Have your children produced maps of their local 
area during lockdown? Could they? 
 

If so, you might be interested in an upcoming funded 
research project relating to mapping and how young people’s 
lives have been shaped by their enforced stay home.  
This is a collaboration between the University of Liverpool 
and Queen Mary, University of London, and the Royal 
Geographical Society and some University staff hope to get 
involved. For more details, please contact s.brace@rgs.org.  

  

https://www.geography.org.uk/events/ga-annual-conference-and-exhibition-2021/10630?OccId=15244
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yztytpgutec1f96/ONLINE_Registration%20Form%20Charney%20Primary%20Geography%20Conference__%202021%20(2).docx?dl=0
https://naturesbaseeducation.co.uk/professional-development/
mailto:s.brace@rgs.org
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The Conference, embracing a theme which has always been central to debate about children’s 
entitlements, has been highlighted by OfSTED as critical in curriculum development and its central 
importance has been further accentuated by the pressures under which primary schools are working in 
the post-lockdown phase as they prioritise what is perceived as essential in educational recovery. The 
impact of the coronavirus pandemic on children's education may be perceived as a justification for 
narrowing the curriculum at the expense of the arts and the humanities, but this conference will explore 
the case for preserving young children's entitlement to as rich and diverse a curriculum as possible. Dr. 
Eaude's keynote lecture will set the scene, highlighting some key issues and considering some lessons to 
be learnt from the period of lockdown. The subsequent presentations will focus on classroom practice, 
providing a spotlight on innovations which have been implemented in school and offering guidance for the 
future. 

4.15pm - Keynote lecture: 
 Dr Tony Eaude 

 
Why a balanced and broadly-based 
curriculum matters - particularly for 

young children and those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 

Dr. Eaude has published widely on a range 
of educational topics extending from 
pedagogy in the classroom to children's 
moral, social and cultural development, 
earning himself the reputation as one of the 
most articulate and enlightened voices in 
the primary sector. His most recent book 
(2020), Identity, Culture and Belonging: 
Educating Young Children for a Changing 
World, characteristically draws on his 
wealth of teaching experience in the 
primary school, including headship and his 
insights into the changing contexts for 
schooling and children's development. 
 

5.15pm -  Presentations A & B  
(Attendees will be asked to choose A or B when booking) 

 
A. Social action in the Primary School - Envisioning a 
better future for all:  The presentation will address the variety 
of ways in which social action is embedded in the curriculum 
and how the children are encouraged to become critical, active 
and engaged learners who understand and embrace their 
responsibilities as citizens to promote equality, social justice 
and change - Naheeda Maharasingham, Head of Rathfern 
Primary School, Lewisham. 
 
B. Developing a curriculum as rich in humanity as in 
knowledge:  The team will be sharing their thinking, principles 
and planning processes around the development of a 
curriculum which is as rich in humanity as it is in knowledge. 
Featured in her latest book, A Curriculum of Hope, our work 
with Dr. Debra Kidd, has developed our planning around inquiry 
questions which engage children of all ages in deep thinking 
about the past, present and future of our planet, with 
compassionate studies of its human inhabitants. In a nutshell, 
it is a curriculum designed to empower our learners to change 
the world - Tina Farr, Head of St Ebbe’s Primary School, 
Oxford. 

6.00pm - Presentations C & D (Attendees will be asked to choose C or D when booking) 
C. Beyond Teaching; Experiencing a Purposeful Curriculum:  The focus is centred around the breadth 
of the curriculum through the experiences children are given in and out of school using a variety of initiatives 
that reflect the school community such as: Umbrella Curriculum Teams, Pupil Leadership Groups, school 
Values, whole school and community based projects - Rachel Ford, Head of Bannockburn Primary 
School, Royal Borough of Greenwich 
D. Exploring History through the local: This seminar will explore ways in which ‘the local’ can be used to 
inspire and sustain learning. It will consider a sense of community and identity and how we can ensure that 
children, their families and community are reflected in the history curriculum that we offer - Alison Hales, 
Senior Lecturer in Education, University of Greenwich 

Monday 8th March 
2021, 4.15-6.45pm 

 
£10 per individual or £50 

for 5 or more staff 
members from a school.  

FREE for students 
Further details 
BOOK HERE 

https://www.nape.org.uk/conference
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/book/sessions?eid=15036&embed=true&wp=true
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Where do I go for science support? 
 
Nicola Treby, Principal Lecturer in Science Education, has curated the list of the websites below - all 
recommended as they are reviewed by both scientists and educators, which results in materials with a 
rigorous science content matched with appropriate pedagogy. 
 

ASE (Association for Science Education): https://www.ase.org.uk/home/ 
 
This is the leading subject association for science 
education. There is a membership fee, but many 
resources are available for free. Roehampton 
students can use the Roehampton log on – please 
see Moodle for details. 
 
https://www.ase.org.uk/primaryupd8 This is the area where the ASE publish a selection of primary science 
resources. The majority of the resources stem from a topical issue within the science news. These are 
linked to curriculum areas and lesson resources are provided. Generally, these include a Powerpoint and 
teacher notes. The teachers’ notes are helpful in supporting subject knowledge.   
 
www.schoolscience.co.uk  Schoolscience provides free learning resources, information and news for 
science education worldwide. The majority of the resources are aims at secondary school children. 
However, there is a selection of primary resources.  
 
https://www.ase.org.uk/plan - Highly recommended. The ASE have produced a set of free assessment 
resources. They include exemplars of assessment across all National Curriculum science topics.   
 
https://www.ase.org.uk/ase-coronavirus-hub A great hub which incudes free webinars and a selection of 
‘remote learning’ lesson plans.  
 

Primary Science Teaching Trust: https://pstt.org.uk/ 
 
This is a charitable organisation which provides a variety of services. Those most useful to staff are online 
CPD and classroom resources which can be downloaded.  

https://pstt.org.uk/resources Science fun at home and science for one are well worth looking at. 

https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/Recovery-Planning Practical suggestions of how 
schools can ‘recovery plan’ post lockdown.  

 
The Science Museum: https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/ 
 
The Science Museum provides many services for schools on their 
‘Educator’ page. The resources are easy to access, resource and use. The 
methods provide a very good example of how to give instructions for a 
practical i.e. combining words and pictures.  
  
 
STEM: https://www.stem.org.uk/ 

STEM is financially supported by the Department for Education and a variety of sponsors (generally 
pharmaceutical companies). They have 2 National Teaching Centres which deliver high quality CPD. 
However, they also have a resource bank of many resources. Some resources are new but many are 
archived. Without doubt this is the most extensive source of resources that you’ll find. However, it is not 

https://www.ase.org.uk/home/
https://www.ase.org.uk/primaryupd8
http://www.schoolscience.co.uk/
https://www.ase.org.uk/plan
https://www.ase.org.uk/ase-coronavirus-hub
https://pstt.org.uk/
https://pstt.org.uk/resources
https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/Recovery-Planning
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/
https://www.stem.org.uk/
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the easiest website to navigate and it can be tricky to ‘find what you want’. Furthermore, it contains many 
archived resources from the past 15 years. These have been quality assured, and they have only saved 
the best. Sometimes archived resources may well need to be refreshed as the formatting and style may 
look a little old fashioned. There are many new resources there too!  To access this website you need to 
register (for free).   

 
Explorify: https://explorify.wellcome.ac.uk/ 
 
Wellcome Trust house this website. It contains a large selection 
of resources that can be used in school and is highly 
recommended by school-based partners on our ‘subject 
advisory panel’.  
 
 
ReachOut reporter: https://www.reachoutreporter.com/  
 
Reach out reporter is a joint collaboration between ‘Tigtag’ and ‘Imperial College London’. It contains a 
large selection of resources that can be used in school and is highly recommended by school-based 
partners on our ‘subject advisory panel’.  
 
 
Woodland Trust: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/act/your-school/resources/ 
 
The Woodland trust is a conservation charity and works with many UK schools. Their website contains 
over 100 activities designed for use by primary children.  
 
 
Field Study Council: https://www.field-studies-council.org/ 
 
The FSC is a charity whose aim is to bring environmental understanding to all. 
They sell very good identification keys. 
 
 
Opal (Open Air Laboratories): https://www.imperial.ac.uk/opal 
 
Opal set up national research projects that primary schools could take part in from 2007 – 2019. They 
provided a 'kit' to enable schools to engage in the research and schools sent their results in to Opal. This 
provided a valuable opportunity for children to be part of a science research project and see how their 
results compared with others.  Even though they are not developing new research projects at present their 
archived resources are of high quality and can be downloaded for free. For example, they have 
identification resources for trees which contain pictures of the tree, leaves, buds etc. They are all in colour 
and free to download. There are many other survey resources, from different topics, which are free to 
download too.   

 
Crest Awards: https://www.crestawards.org/ 
 
If you are working with a science club you may wish to consider supporting students to gain crest awards.   
 
 
Primary Science Quality Mark: http://www.psqm.org.uk/ 
 
Guidance is given to help schools improve their science 
provision. Schools can work their way through bronze, 
silver and gold awards.  

https://explorify.wellcome.ac.uk/
https://www.reachoutreporter.com/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/support-us/act/your-school/resources/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/opal
https://www.crestawards.org/
http://www.psqm.org.uk/
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BA QTS UNDERGRADUATE 2020: What External Examiners thought…Part 4 

Over the past few issues we have been sharing some of the highlights of the reports from our External 
Examiners on the BA QTS Undergraduate programme. Last time we shared views of our examiners from 
Computing and non QTS, Maths and Art. This time, it is the turn of Geography, English and comments from 
our Chief External examiner.  We have twelve subject specialist external examiners who virtually moderated 
assessments. 

Geography English 
The teaching, learning and assessment 
planned by the Geography Education team at 
the University of Roehampton is excellent. 
  
The staff care deeply about how their students 
progress through the BA Programme, and 
support them professionally and personally to a 
high level. Students are extremely positive about 
their lecturers; the modules they design, the 
wider experiences they provide and the ongoing 
support they provide.  
 
There is no doubt this has a positive impact on 
the retention of students, and their well-being and 
mental health throughout the programme. It also 
means students are able to reach their full 
potential as new teachers. 
  
The…modules are planned which great attention 
to overall coherence and detail to ensure 
children’s learning is the focus, with a wide range 
of issues and opportunities for Geographical 
learning examined. 
  
The lecturers use imaginative and creative 
pedagogies for teacher education, which prepare 
students to teach geography in primary schools. 
One notable feature of the modules is that they 
balance the rigor necessary for teacher education 
programmes, as well as providing time and space 
for students to think deeply about curiosity and 
wonder in relation to Geography and Geography 
Education.  
 
The depth of thinking in their specialist modules 
has a positive impact on how they think about 
children’s learning across the curriculum…Within 
the Specialist modules, the use of the locality and 
wider environments is very impressive providing 
students with confidence and expertise in 
designing fieldwork for their future classes.  
 
This practice is very much in keeping with the 
Froebel tradition of the University along with 
modern thinking in education. For the students 
one of their highlights of the programme is 

There continues to be strong evidence that English 
is taught with great passion and enthusiasm by all 
tutors involved and each of the modules 
scrutinized continues to be constructed very 
carefully to build on previous knowledge.  
 
The nature of a ‘spiral curriculum’ running through the 
students’ learning in English becomes more apparent 
within the subject specialism with the advent of the new 
Year 3 module which leads quite seamlessly into the 
dissertation.  
 
As in previous year’s scrutiny, all modules on Moodle 
are well organized with clear guidance/information on 
how the module develops week by week. 
  
Assessment criteria, briefs and guidance are 
consistently well planned and thoughtful and there is a 
wealth of relevant and up-to-date reading, reports and 
other resources available relating to each week’s 
teaching.  
 
I read the 7 English dissertations available in full and 
agreed with all marks awarded. It was particularly 
interesting to see how strongly the English specialism 
modules had impacted on students’ choice of research 
projects.  
 
I was able to access a short online video explaining the 
English specialism modules which was made to inform 
students about their choices. This not only explained 
the remit of the Y2 and Y3 modules but also gave two 
students’ very positive perspectives on their learning. 
Building on this I also spoke on the telephone to 
another English specialist who as well as being 
enthusiastic about her experience at Roehampton 
generally, spoke with great clarity about the way in 
which the English specialism had fired her imagination 
and provided her with a wealth both of practical, 
creative ideas (she mentioned cross-curricular and 
multimodal approaches; film; outside visits, etc) 
alongside theoretical knowledge that she was keen to 
try out in the classroom and develop further as an NQT. 
 
I am confident therefore that students’ learning in most 
aspects of English is outstanding and it has been a 
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working with children in schools, gaining the 
opportunity to plan, teach and reflect on their 
practices in teaching Geography.  
 

pleasure to see how it has developed over the 4 years 
of being involved with the degree.  
 

Chief External Examiner 
 
The external partnership website is extremely informative both for schools already involved in the 
partnership and for those thinking about hosting students. The fact that the expectations of schools are 
highlighted from the start is particularly helpful as is setting out partnership priorities, many of which will 
often resonate with schools who have similar targets in their development plans. 
  
Additionally, from scanning through a selection of the Partnership Newsletters, it is apparent that partner 
schools and NQTs are kept well informed. It was particularly pleasing to see that this ongoing link with 
schools and NQTs continued even within the covid lockdown period. For example, the March 2020 edition 
had some fabulous ideas for learning in a range of foundation subjects; some of them, for example music, 
even provided interactive activities for students to try out.  
 
The Primary Partnership site from where trainees and schools can access all relevant school-based 
documentation is again well organized. Including examples of completed documentation so that schools 
and mentors can use these as aide memoires following training is particularly useful.  
 
Within the Primary Partnership site, the Subject Specific Resources to support High Quality Mentor 
Feedback are excellent in terms of students working within KS1 and KS2 classrooms and are well aligned 
with Ofsted’s requirements in terms of the ITT Core Content Framework. 
 
A thoughtful approach taken to the challenge of Covid and it seems completely understandable that Y2 
students rated their experience of BSE less positively given they were graded at mid-point and had to deal 
with the uncertainty in schools prior to their closure. The range of tasks students were asked to complete 
to compensate for the 6 weeks left of their placement were reflective and useful. However, consideration 
will need to be given to the extra support required from the university in order to manage students’ transition 
to their final block placement in Y3. 
 
 

Subject Advisory Panels 2020/21  
Please find below the dates for our Spring and Summer Subject Advisory Panels, where we invite subject 
coordinators in schools to talk to our subject leads about curriculum design.  We will share our curriculum 
intent and implementation with subject coordinators, and they will share theirs.  This will be a ninety 
meeting via Zoom, as scheduled below: 
  
Subject Term Date Contact 

D and T Spring 2 March 17th Sue Miles-Pearson  
S.Miles-Pearson@roehampton.ac.uk  

Art Spring 2 March 17th Susan Ogier 
S.Ogier@roehampton.ac.uk  

Geography Summer 1 May 5th Anthony Barlow 
Anthony.Barlow@roehampton.ac.uk  

English (2) Summer 1 May 5th Alastair Daniel 
Alastair.Daniel@roehampton.ac.uk  

Maths Summer 2 June 16th Lorraine Hartley 
Lorraine.Hartley@roehampton.ac.uk  

  
If a subject coordinator in your school is interested in joining one of the above sessions, please contact the 
relevant tutor in the table above copying in Matthew Sossick: matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk.  

mailto:S.Miles-Pearson@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:S.Ogier@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Anthony.Barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Alastair.Daniel@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Lorraine.Hartley@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk
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Partnership Materials Page: https://external.moodle.roehampton.ac.uk/enrol/index.php?id=108 
(click "Log in as guest" & enter the password RoehamptonTrainee) 

University of Roehampton Primary Partnership webpage:  
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/education/primary-school-partnerships/ 

School Partnerships Team  
email: primarypartnerships@roehampton.ac.uk   

Head of Primary Initial Teacher Education: Sarah Leonard 
email: sarah.leonard@roehampton.ac.uk 

Head of Primary Partnerships: Lorraine McCormack 
email: lorraine.mccormack@roehampton.ac.uk  
 
Head of ITE Partnerships and CPD / Mentor Training Lead: Natalie Rankin 
email: natalie.rankin@roehampton.ac.uk   

BA (Undergraduate) Programme Convener Primary Education: Anthony Barlow     
email: anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk  
 
PGCE (Postgraduate) Programme Convener Primary Education: Steph Laird  
email: s.laird@roehampton.ac.uk  
 
 

https://external.moodle.roehampton.ac.uk/enrol/index.php?id=108
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/education/schools-partnership/primary-partnership/
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/education/schools-partnership/primary-partnership/
mailto:primarypartnerships@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:sarah.leonard@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:lorraine.mccormack@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:natalie.rankin@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:s.laird@roehampton.ac.uk

