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A message from our Deputy Director 
Dear partners, 

Like you we listen with great anticipation to news about the return of more pupils to school from June 1st. We 
know that many of our students have played supporting roles in your schools over the past few months, with 
the need to provide high quality education for pupils who have remained in school or who are being educated 
remotely. We are keen to continue to work closely with you over the coming weeks and months as you plan 
for what September may look like. 35,000 trainees are required annually to maintain the current workforce 
and 7,000 trainees need to be placed each year in London alone. We believe that placements for trainees 
are as important as ever as schools need extra pairs of hands to support smaller groups of pupils who are 
socially distancing, or to support some pupils who may remain at home and require work to be set and 
marked. Please do contact me about any thoughts or concerns you might have about supporting teacher 
training next year so we can continue to train excellent teachers of the future. 
 
Matt Sossick 

Deputy Director and Head of Initial Teacher Education 
matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk  

 

 

In this issue 
 

School of Education colleagues share their picks for 100 Texts which Shaped Our World on page 4.  Andrew 
Williams, Senior Lecturer in Religious Education writes on the current Research Agenda in Religious 
Education on page 4.  Roehampton Alumna Lucy Parrianen shares what she’s been up to since 
graduating four years ago, including writing her new book, on page 8.  Sara Hagel from Peacemakers writes 
about their RESTORE framework on page 9, designed to support schools following lockdown.  Susie 
Townsend, Senior Lecturer in History Education provides an overview of History networks on page 11.  Our 
BA1 Student Teachers share their highlights from the year on page 12.  And Sue Miles-Pearson, Senior 
Lecturer in Design and Technology provides an overview of teaching and learning in her subject on page 
14. 

We also include details of several upcoming events.  We invite subject coordinators in partner schools to join 
our Subject Conversations over the next academic year; see page 3 for more information.  Our next 
Curriculum Conversations event will be happening online on 5th June, see page 7 for details.  And Dr Helen 
Clarke and Dr Sharon Witt’s talk entitled ‘Attention to Place’ will also be shared online - see page 7 for 
details of how to access.  And our Staff Profile star this issue is Senior Lecturer in English Education, Anna 
Harrison, on page 14. 

 

Covid19 resources 
Our subject teams continue to add to our online resources list, to support teachers and parents/carers 
with home learning opportunities.  The list can be found at the following link: Home Learning Resources. 
 
Books Beyond Words have created a free resource (a short, wordless story) to help people with learning 
disabilities understand Covid-19.  The book can be accessed here. 

mailto:matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GgXULUfhL7aJrtYgTXjOr316Jaqel8sXlafZpL_h1rk/edit
https://booksbeyondwords.co.uk/coping-with-coronavirus?utm_source=Sunnybank+Contact+List+starting+25.05.2018&utm_campaign=3d6be1aee7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_05_20_09_26&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_30141f4ef1-3d6be1aee7-292404521
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Subject Conversations 2020/21 
  
We are keen to involve our partners more deeply in 
designing our curriculum, so that it supports what students 
are experiencing on placement in schools. This will help us 
in f urther aligning what we do at university with what school 
partners are delivering. The latest draft Ofsted inspection 
handbook states that to be outstanding, an ITE provider 
must ensure that the training programmes are “co-produced 
with partners to ensure integration and sequencing across 
the partnership”. This idea was shared at the Primary 
Strategic Management Board in April and colleagues were 
very keen. They saw this as a way for subject coordinators 
in schools to understand what we do, and vice versa. 
  
Thus next academic year we will be arranging annual subject conversations, when we invite subject 
coordinators in schools to talk to our subject leads about curriculum design.  We will share our curriculum 
intent and implementation with subject coordinators, and they will share theirs.  This will be a ninety meeting 
via Zoom, as scheduled below: 
  
Subject Term Date Contact 

History Autumn 1 September 30th Karin Doull 
k.doull@roehampton.ac.uk  

RE Autumn 1 September 30th Andrew Williams 
Andrew.Williams@roehampton.ac.uk  

Computing Autumn 2 November 18th Lynda Chinaka 
Lynda.Chinaka@roehampton.ac.uk  

Science Autumn 2 November 18th Nicola Treby 
Nicola.Treby@roehampton.ac.uk  

Music Spring 1 January 20th Alastair Greig 
A.Greig@roehampton.ac.uk  

PE Spring 1 January 20th Alison Murray 
Alison.Murray@roehampton.ac.uk  

D and T Spring 2 March 17th Sue Miles-Pearson  
S.Miles-Pearson@roehampton.ac.uk  

Art Spring 2 March 17th Susan Ogier 
S.Ogier@roehampton.ac.uk  

Geography Summer 1 May 5th Anthony Barlow 
Anthony.Barlow@roehampton.ac.uk  

English Summer 1 May 5th Alastair Daniel 
Alastair.Daniel@roehampton.ac.uk  

Maths Summer 2 June 16th Lorraine Hartley 
Lorraine.Hartley@roehampton.ac.uk  

  
If a subject coordinator in your school is interested in joining one of the above sessions, please contact the 
relevant tutor in the table above copying in Matthew Sossick: matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk. 
 

NQT Maths Conference: 1st July 2020 
 

Due to Covid19, this event has now been postponed until next academic year; those who have signed up will 
be first on the list for next year’s event. 

mailto:k.doull@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Andrew.Williams@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Lynda.Chinaka@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Nicola.Treby@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:A.Greig@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Alison.Murray@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:S.Miles-Pearson@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:S.Ogier@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Anthony.Barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Alastair.Daniel@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Lorraine.Hartley@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk
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100 Texts that have Shaped Our World 
To celebrate World Book Day, March 2020 (this seems a long time ago!) anyone from Roehampton’s 
Education Department could nominate their top 5 texts; our target was 100 Texts that have Shaped Our 
World, inspired by this BBC Arts link: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/494P41NCbVYHlY319VwGbxp/explore-the-list-of-100-novels-
that-shaped-our-world 

Stories have the power to change us. We asked a panel of leading writers, curators and critics to 
choose 100 genre-busting novels that have had an impact on their lives. Organised into themes, 

they reflect the ways books help shape and influence. 

What was fascinating, as well as the finished list (see 
PDF attached to the newsletter email), was the 
process of bringing it together. I sensed that staff 
enjoyed thinking and, in some cases, deliberating over 
which of the hundreds of texts they had read, were the 
key five that had made a personal impact. In some 
cases, I arranged for colleagues to be in touch who 
had offered the same titles, and more conversations 
were sparked. Staff could also add their ‘5’ texts to 
personal door posters.  

This is not a list of books that everyone ‘has’ to read, 
but it is an interesting social collective record and it 
may initiate memories for you and your staff teams. I would definitely recommend it…maybe in the next 
year…your school community may come together with your own choices. For us, we are reading lecturers 
who are always trying to inspire our students to not only read academic texts but also personal texts for 
deeper fulfilment. We know through the Open University 
(https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/reading-for-pleasure) that reading teachers have a huge 
impact on pupils on their own reading journeys. We, too, wish to inspire the next generation of teachers to be 
reading teachers through our own shared experiences.  

Some highlights from our list:  

• Two key coming of age stories were Anne of Green Gables by LM Montgomery and Little Women by 
Louisa May Alcott. 

 
• A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith came up twice! ‘I read this when I was around 12 and it 

was the book that sparked my love for reading: the idea that I could learn about lives that were so 
different from mine fascinated me and I never stopped reading since!’ 

 
• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee – a brilliant social commentary, narration, tragedy and comedy, 

plus an acutely perceptive depiction of childhood – this was mentioned three times. Other titles 
mentioned more than once were The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R.Tolkien, The Hitch Hiker’s Guide 
to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams, and 1984 by George Orwell.  
 

• Our most romantic comment is from Head of Department, Peter Flew: ‘The Throwback by Tom Sharp 
– the book I read in a day, so I could return it to the girl I borrowed it from and see her again – we’ve 
been married 31 years now’.  

 
By Anna Harrison, Senior Lecturer in English Education (anna.harrison@roehampton.ac.uk) 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/494P41NCbVYHlY319VwGbxp/explore-the-list-of-100-novels-that-shaped-our-world
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/494P41NCbVYHlY319VwGbxp/explore-the-list-of-100-novels-that-shaped-our-world
https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/reading-for-pleasure
mailto:anna.harrison@roehampton.ac.uk
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 Religious Education: The Research Agenda 
Andrew Williams, Senior Lecturer in Religious Education 

Religious Education, in both primary and secondary 
schools, has proved to be a fruitful field for research 
since the subject was formally reshaped after the 
1988 Education Act. This article summarises the key 
types of research that Religious Education has been 
subject to, the aspects of the subject that have been 
investigated and the main findings to emerge from 
the research. 

There are several different kinds of research that 
have focused on Religious Education. These 
include, firstly, research undertaken by statutory bodies and others organisations with an interest in the 
subject as a whole; secondly, practitioner research undertaken by teachers and other education 
professionals; and, thirdly, academic research that is published in peer-reviewed journals. 

The first research field, which has concerned itself with investigating the nature of Religious Education in 
schools, the challenges facing the subject and the way in which the subject may need to develop in the future 
is particularly illuminating. Research in this category has been undertaken by Ofsted, who have published 
three overviews of the state of Religious Education. These are:  

• Making sense of religion: A report on religious education in schools and the impact of locally agreed 
syllabuses (2007) 

• Transforming religious education: Religious education in schools 2006-09 (2010) 
• Religious education: realising the potential (2013) 

All three of these Ofsted reports highlight the major challenges facing Religious Education in schools and 
point to a number of issues that beset the subject. These include: a confused sense of purpose about the 
aims and value of Religious Education amongst teachers, inadequate training of teachers, poor (or absent) 
subject leadership, incoherent planning, superficial teaching approaches that focus on factual learning and 
do not offer sufficient time for reflection or evaluation, weak approaches to assessment, lack of creativity and 
challenge for pupils and particular problems associated with the teaching of Christianity, which is generally 
thought to be the worst taught religion within the curriculum. Many of the conclusions reached by Ofsted were 
reiterated more recently by the final report of the Commission on Religious Education, which was set up by 
the Religious Education Council. This document, RELIGION AND WORLDVIEWS: THE WAY FORWARD - 
A National Plan for RE, which was published in September 2018, noted that in many schools Religious 
Education was simply not good enough to prepare pupils for the diversity of religions and beliefs that they will 
encounter in society. All of these reports are available online from the links provided below. 

The second research arena involves studies undertaken by teachers and other education professionals that 
has been funded by bodies set up to encourage this form of activity. Research in this category includes 
studies completed by recipients of scholarships from the Farmington Institute. A series of interesting studies 
have been completed on a wide range of topics related to Religious Education within schools. Areas covered 
include: Moral and Ethical Issues, Philosophy and Spirituality, Science and Religion, Teaching and Training, 
Theology and Doctrine, and World Religions. Similar research initiatives are supported and funded by the 
Culham St Gabriel’s Trust, which promotes excellence in Religious Education.  

Finally, the academic research field in connection with Religious Education is very active and generates a 
wide range of fascinating insights into a multiplicity of issues associated with comparative Religious 
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Education, subject pedagogy, strategies for engaging pupils, assessment, and the role of different resources 
and approaches for provoking engagement and high outcomes in the subject. Academic research in Religious 
Education is published in four main journals: British Journal of Religious Education, International Journal of 
Children’s Spirituality, International Journal of Education & Religion, and Journal of Beliefs & Values. 

Links to research programmes, reports and journals 

Making sense of religion (Ofsted report): http://www.educationengland.org.uk/documents/pdfs/2007-ofsted-
religion.pdf 

Transforming religious education (Ofsted report, 2010): 
https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/1121/1/Transforming%20religious%20education.pdf 

Realising the potential (Ofsted report, 2013): 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/413157/
Religious_education_-_realising_the_potential.pdf 

Commission on RE (Final Report, Executive Summary, 2018): https://www.commissiononre.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/09/Final-Report-Exec-Summary-of-the-Commission-on-RE.pdf 

The Farmington Institute: http://www.farmington.ac.uk/index.php/scholars-reports/ 

Culham St Gabriel’s: https://www.cstg.org.uk/programmes/ 

British Journal of Religious Education: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cbre20 

International Journal of Children’s Spirituality: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cijc20 

International Journal of Education & Religion: https://brill.com/view/journals/ijer/ijer-
overview.xml?language=en 

Journal of Beliefs & Values: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cjbv20 
 

MA in Educational Practice 
  
Our MA programme in Educational Practice is a part-time course 
for teachers seeking to further develop their pedagogical skills 
and knowledge. The programme is taught via evening lectures 
plus occasional Saturdays. Students gain an in-depth 
understanding of teaching and learning within the context of 
today’s schools and other educational establishments.  

On the course you will explore education theories and cutting-
edge research, and discuss how these can influence your 
teaching and the learning of your pupils. You will also develop 
your own research interests and expertise, building a strong foundation for your future career prospects.   

This is a flexible course, so depending on where you are in your career, the modules that you take will reflect 
that. This course is suitable for those who are qualified professional practitioners in education, who have 
significant experience of working in educational practice contexts. 

For more information, please see the course pages here: https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-
courses/educational-practice/ or contact Nikki Treby: nicola.treby@roehampton.ac.uk  

 

http://www.educationengland.org.uk/documents/pdfs/2007-ofsted-religion.pdf
http://www.educationengland.org.uk/documents/pdfs/2007-ofsted-religion.pdf
https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/1121/1/Transforming%20religious%20education.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/413157/Religious_education_-_realising_the_potential.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/413157/Religious_education_-_realising_the_potential.pdf
https://www.commissiononre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Final-Report-Exec-Summary-of-the-Commission-on-RE.pdf
https://www.commissiononre.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Final-Report-Exec-Summary-of-the-Commission-on-RE.pdf
http://www.farmington.ac.uk/index.php/scholars-reports/
https://www.cstg.org.uk/programmes/
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cbre20
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cijc20
https://brill.com/view/journals/ijer/ijer-overview.xml?language=en
https://brill.com/view/journals/ijer/ijer-overview.xml?language=en
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cjbv20
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses/educational-practice/
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses/educational-practice/
mailto:nicola.treby@roehampton.ac.uk
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Curriculum Conversations: Friday 5th June  
 

Join us again for Curriculum Conversations with our subject specialist tutors via Zoom on Friday 5th June - 3-5pm. We 
understand that this will be the first week back for some larger cohorts of pupils and might be a good time to get some 
inspiration from our team.  

What will happen? These will be low-key sessions where we will 
share some resources and hold a Q and A where you can both find 
out more about the curriculum subjects and ‘show up and share' 
practice with colleagues from around London. We hope it will be a 
good chance to network with other colleagues from nearby schools 
too. We will also open this up to our NQTs and former students to join 
in. If you have any specific questions beforehand, do contact 
anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk  

We will send out separate Zoom invites and send you the whole list of ‘virtual rooms’ to anyone who has signed up this 
year – we have forty who have signed up so far - so there is no need to sign up again if you attended previously. Multiple 
people from your teams are welcome to join or you can pop in and out of sessions between 3 and 5pm. We hope that it 
is helpful!  If you haven’t yet signed up, do so here: https://forms.gle/Pq5ofQVUeAghi2JB8  

Tutors involved (TBC): Art - Susan Ogier; Design Technology - Sue Miles-Pearson; English - Dr Alastair Daniel; 
Geography - Anthony Barlow; History - Karin Doull; Computing - Lynda Chinaka 
Mathematics - Lorraine Hartley; Music - Dr Alastair Greig; Physical Education - Alison Murray; 
Science - Nikki Treby. Find contact details here, should you have any queries for our team:  
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/staff/find-staff/ 

 
‘Attention to Place’ 

Dr Helen Clarke and Dr Sharon Witt 
This is a highly recommended session from two expert Early Years and 
Primary practitioners. Dr Witt and Dr Clarke have given their consent 
for us to record the Zoom session and post on the Early Childhood 
Research Centre website after the event. Contact 
anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk if you want access after the date 
below. Please note that although the invite says from 12.30, the actual 
webinar will be one hour from 13.00 - 14.00. 

  

'Elemental encounters in early childhood: gifting attention to more-than-human 
explorations’ 

In this seminar, Sharon and Helen, (educators and researchers), share emergent 
collaged stories, which are both generous and generative (Koro-Ljungberg, 2016), of 
encounters between children and places. More-than-human elements of place are 
explored as lively (Taylor, 2013), responsive, and collaborative (Somerville, 2008). Join 
the discussion and explore together: How might we ‘make present’ such encounters? 
What kind of learnings might be afforded? How might ‘pedagogies of attention’ (Clarke 
and Witt 2017/2020) enrich narratives of place? 

JOIN HERE: Password: 945266; Zoom meeting ID 886 9838 3760 

For technical issues contact: penny.lawrence@roehampton.ac.uk   

mailto:anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
https://forms.gle/Pq5ofQVUeAghi2JB8
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.roehampton.ac.uk%2Fstaff%2Ffind-staff%2F&data=02%7C01%7CAnthony.Barlow%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8370e50fddbe411b40f308d7d2635f00%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637209196541180743&sdata=XTBhW7bMAfetwSspcKKu8n1bGj5NtImO%2FLQlYocawtk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88698383760?pwd=a%201pGNHpoa1JpNno5OEtCRF%20BFM3BKUT09
mailto:penny.lawrence@roehampton.ac.uk
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Four Years On: Roehampton Alumna Lucy Parrianen 
 

Lucy Parrianen graduated from Roehampton University with a First Degree in 
Primary Education with ICT Specialism in July 2016. Lucy made friends for life 
at Roehampton and thoroughly enjoyed her 3 years studying. She has spent 4 
years teaching in Hertfordshire and has an insight into what entertains and 
educates children at the same time.  

She recognises that children are constantly learning, at home as well as at 
school, and this inspired her to start writing her own books to help boost 
children’s interest in the world around them. She has a passion for children’s 
books and using them as a tool to inspire and enlighten. Using her teaching 
qualifications, professional development and classroom experience, Lucy has 
created a children’s picture book with links to the Science National Curriculum.  

What is the book about? 

‘Where is my Home?’ is a children’s book, carefully created to support children, 
parents and teachers with learning science knowledge – focusing on ‘Animals & their 
habitats’ topic. The book takes the reader on an adventure around the habitats of the 
world. It provides opportunity to meet a variety of animals and learn about how the 
habitat is suited to their needs. The reader travels through the rainforest, Artic, 
woodland and desert environments on their journey. The book includes fun activity 
topics such as colouring sheets and ‘find the animal’ which further educate, engage 
and entertain children.  

How will it help trainee, NQT and experienced teachers? 

Lucy is aware of how the subjects of important managing teacher’s workloads and maintaining wellbeing are. 
She wanted to create a book which could support the teaching of a science topic with activity ideas and lesson 
plans included. A teacher’s time is precious, and it can be a time-consuming process to search around the 
school library to find books about different habitats. A single book which covers the whole topic is ideal and 
can save valuable time and resources. 

This book is a central focus for a Science teaching topic and can be used as the basis for lessons, activities 
and home learning tasks. It can support teachers at any point in their career by being a ‘ready to go’ planned 
unit of work, which can be adapted to meet the needs of the children in the class. 

How did Roehampton University help? 

Roehampton University provided the springboard for Lucy to commence her 
career in teaching using fun, creative and engaging methods. The lectures were 
hands on, interactive and showed a broad range of activities which could be 
taught. A specific example of this was a project which was completed during the 
third year of the degree course. The project involved planning a day for school 
children following the theme of ‘keeping healthy’ which included an ART, PE and 
Science Lesson. This project taught Lucy how to link subjects and promote cross 
curricular learning. ‘Where is my Home?’ does this by linking Science, Art, 
Spelling Punctuation & Grammar and Literacy subjects. Roehampton’s teaching 
placement allowed Lucy to gain experience and knowledge from a range of 
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London schools. Overall, the Roehampton degree gave Lucy an excellent starting point to begin her career 
as a teacher, and eventually an author. 

How is the book helping children during the COVID-19 lockdown? 

Lucy’s actions to promote and share her book, activities and 
planning with adults across the country has been a ray of sunshine 
during these difficult times. Many children are being home-
schooled; this could be a new experience and challenge for many 
families. Lucy has been posting drawing tutorial videos, craft 
follow-along videos and picture challenges to provide children with 
opportunities to continue learning and develop new skills which will 
last them a lifetime. Lucy is offering 25 FREE activity idea, 
colouring sheets, 4 FREE lesson plans to help children and parents 
with learning Science and Literacy topics at home. 

 

 
‘Where is my Home?’ is out now and available 
here: https://bit.ly/WhereismyHome 
 
More information, FREE resources and contact 
details at: www.lucyparrianenauthor.com  
 
 
 

Restore Our Schools 
by Sara Hagel, Peacemakers 

Our children and young people have faced a global pandemic, weeks of lockdown, and a range of losses: 
loss of studies, relationships, loved ones in some cases, loss of a feeling of safety, of certainty that the world 
is a certain way. For some young people, this may have been a wonderful time with family, for some it may 
have been frustrating as friendships and freedom are disrupted, for some it may have been tense, difficult or 
unsafe. 

And when all these children and young people come back to school, how can staff in schools cope with the 
wide ranging needs of children and young people, as well as their own no less wide-ranging needs and fears, 
and keep everyone safe? 

This challenge has no doubt been on your mind and it has been on ours. The ‘we’ I’m referring to is a group 
of Head Teachers, consultants, researchers and charities working in and with schools.  We are united in a 
shared belief in the value of the philosophy and practice of restorative approaches to help school at this 
unprecedently difficult time. 

RESTORE is the fruit of an ongoing collaboration to offer a framework for planning for when schools return 
to classrooms, to hold these varying needs and offer some suggestions on looking after emotional and 
relational health as well as physical safety. The thinking, planning and actions that will be needed to help 
schools and the people within them to heal from what has happened and to come back together stronger and 
healthier than before.   

https://bit.ly/WhereismyHome
http://www.lucyparrianenauthor.com/
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The RESTORE acronym came out of a few online meetings we held to look at what contribution we could 
make to the situation schools would be eventually facing. After listening to Headteachers in the group talk 
about what was going on for them, their students and staff, the themes of RESTORE became apparent, and 
the acronym a helpful way to summarise the framework. 

Our hope is that the RESTORE acronym functions as an anchor to help school leaders plan for the next 
phase of coming back together and provides a lens for all staff through which to consider what the next steps 
may be at this challenging time.   

The themes of RESTORE are: 

Recognition – of what has happened, that lives were changed and people may have stories to share, in their 
own time, and a need to hear what others’ experienced. 

Empathy – in critical times we need that human response of empathy and compassion, both to be offered it 
and given opportunities to develop it. When people are displaying challenging behaviour can we respond with 
empathy and an awareness of the turmoil behind the behaviour? 

Safety – a basic need from Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. Not only physical safety but emotional safety too, 
how do we navigate new mores around movement and contact, but also around fears and concerns for our 
personal and wider world? 

Trauma – mid-pandemic is a time of collective trauma, of having our world shaken and feeling powerless in 
response, of ongoing uncertainty and threat. In addition, individuals may have personal traumas layering on 
top, from bereavement to abuse and many others in between. 

Opportunity – In among the difficulties we also have opportunity, opportunity to reflect on what has been 
different, on what we want to change or re-emphasise perhaps as a result of this experience. One thing we 
have learnt is that seemingly unalterable aspects of our world can change overnight. 

Relationships – in restorative world, relationships are key. We are always in relationship, it is just whether 
they are good, bad or neutral. Coming back together, all affected by this common challenge, is a chance to 
put relationships centre stage and spend time building and re-building them, for staff and students, parents 
and community. 

E- engagement, to find ways to stimulate staff and young people’s engagement in their lives and learning, 
after feelings of powerlessness and restriction. What is possible and how do we equip people with agency to 
achieve this? 

This framework, which is in poster form alongside, has been well received since its release on 11th May and 
we are excited to be able to continue to offer it to an increasing number of schools.  The framework, guiding 
questions as well as blogs and methods to use to bring the themes to life are all on our new website: 
www.restoreourschools.com. The resources we are co-producing are offered freely for anyone to use as a 
complete tool or dip into - whether the school has a restorative ethos or not. All the collaborators are listed 
there too and can be approached for more help if that is needed. 

Above all, we hope this is a helpful offering to schools facing maybe their biggest challenge for decades. We 
wish you all the best in it. 

 

http://www.restoreourschools.com/
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Focus on Subject Networks: History 

Susie Townsend (Senior Lecturer in Primary History Education) 
Ofsted’s recent focus on foundation subjects has shone a spotlight onto History in primary schools.  Whilst 
this can be a challenge it also provides the opportunity to re-establish History’s importance in the curriculum 
and review and reinvigorate school history planning.  

There are so many sites where you can get support but the ones below are useful starting points. 

Historical Association   

The Historical Association provides key professional support in both primary and 
secondary history.  Primary History is published three times a year and there are 
webinars, podcasts and sample schemes of work on a variety of topics.  A corporate 
membership is available which would prove very useful in terms of CPD and entitles 12 
members of staff access.  The Historical Association also runs conferences and the 
London History Forum so that you can become part of a History teachers’ network.  There 
is also a QA History Mark accreditation which is run by the association. 

Schools History Project 

The Schools History Project also provides useful overviews: 
http://www.schoolshistoryproject.co.uk/resource/1-primary/ 

National Archives 

As well as being the country’s depository for all government documents it provides some really interesting 
educational resources and will run free video conferencing for schools where pupils get to look at resources 
around topics like the Great Fire and the Suffragettes. 

Historic England  

Pictures from England ‘s past are stored here and  to 
support teachers their website has possible lessons, 
themed images and teachers notes: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/education/ 

Likewise sites such as English Heritage have some 
excellent support materials to support units such as 
Stone Age to Iron Age https://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/learn/teaching-resources/ 

London has a vast number of museums and many 
provide educational resources.  Examples include 
British Museum , Museum of London and Maritime 
Museum. 

Karin and I will be happy to help in any way and if you would like any CPD, or just a chat please do email us:  
k.doull@roehampton.ac.uk and susan.townsend@roehampton.ac.uk  

 

http://www.schoolshistoryproject.co.uk/resource/1-primary/
https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/education/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/teaching-resources/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/teaching-resources/
mailto:k.doull@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:susan.townsend@roehampton.ac.uk
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BA QTS Year 1: Our highlights 2019-20 
 

 

 
 
 

We had the pleasure of saying farewell to the Year 1s via a huge zoom call just before May half-term. We 
asked them to tell us their highlights in the chat function during their tricky first year and were really taken 

aback by their response! Thanks to all of you who played a part. 
Sarah Adams (APC, Year 1) and Anthony Barlow (Programme Convenor). 

 
BSE (Block School 

Experience) 
 

The variety of modules Support from lecturers 
+ school teachers 

Incredible support on 
BSE 

The support available 
from the staff 

throughout the year 

Support from the teaching 
staff on BSE 

Support leading up 
assignment hand in 

dates  

The cohort lecture … 
when Sarah Leonard 

built us all up and gave 
us the confidence we 

needed! 
Particularly, the way 
you have all adapted 
resources, sessions 
etc. during the last 
couple of months. 

 Meeting Dame 
Jacqueline Wilson! 

Great UPPP lectures 
and seminars and 

amazing support, no 
matter what the issue. 

Being in school where 
teachers also attended 

Roehampton 

Support and 
enthusiasm from 

tutors

 
 

The support from 
Academic Guidance Tutor 
whilst I was going through 

uncertainty at home 

Academic Guidance 
Tutors for listening 

and having 
conversations at the 

beginning of the 
lockdown. 

Painting in Art seminar 
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Subject Focus: Design and Technology 
Sue Miles-Pearson, Senior Lecturer in Primary Design and Technology Education 

 
Design and technology is a subject that prepares its students to tackle situations that they 
may face in the world around them. It equips them with the subject knowledge that they need, 
so that they can enthusiastically disseminate this to their future pupils, making them more 
aware of the natural world and real life situations. The work shown below is a selection of the 
work produced.  
 

National Organisation: Design and Technology Association (DATA): www.data.org.uk  
I am a consultant for the association, so I am involved with new initiatives, and I am going to write a piece for 
the DATA magazine about our specialists courses, later this year.  

Teaching and Learning 
In year 2, the specialists start to develop a greater understanding of the subject knowledge that they will need 
to plan a unit of work for teaching design and technology in the primary classroom. They will also develop 
their problem solving skills and their respect for the importance of evaluation (Benson, & Lawson, 2017). 

Developing skills for dealing with environmental issues 

By the time the design and technology 
specialists are in year 3 they are addressing 
bigger environmental issues, such as looking 
at natural disasters and designing housing for 
flood risk areas, making possible prototypes 
that could be achieved in the primary 
classroom.    

They also look at environmental issues 
around our throw away society, exploring 
ways of upcycling with textiles, recreating a 
new product by hand sewing and ensuring that the finished product is fit for purpose (Hope, 2018). In this 
instance the students all brought in an old t-shirt and upcycled it into a cushion that has some quilting on it. 
They could then use it themselves or gift to someone. I encourage the sewing to be completed by hand, as 
there are very few sewing machines in the primary classroom. This then makes the students realise what is 
possible in the primary classroom and the skills that the pupils would require.  

                                                                       

Food waste is another big environmental issue that we address, as it is shocking how much food  is wasted 
and thrown away, when it could have been used to make a tasty soup or nourishing dip with a flat bread or 
potatoe rosti accompaniment. So as well as being practical, it is also developing creativity (Rutland & Miles-
Pearson, Chapter 2, as cited in Benson & Lawson, 2017). 

http://www.data.org.uk/


Primary Schools Partnership | May 2020 newsletter  

  

14 

                               

Answering the call for help 

Within the current climate I think that design and technology has come into its own and shown just how 
valuable a subject that it is. The University of Roehampton were approached about making visors by a group 
called ‘Helpful Engineering’, to help support the NHS and local care homes. I have been fortunate enough to 
be allowed to participate in helping towards this national shortfall of PPE, with the support of the management 
and the health and safety team.  So along with one of my second year students, I am pleased to say that ‘We 
are doing our bit’ on behalf of the University. We reached 500 visor bands (there are 3 components to each 
one) on the 4th May and we will continue for as long as we can in between our other commitments.   

 

Most recent publication 
 
Food Education and Food Technology in School Curricula: International Perspectives 
Editors: Marion Rutland and Angela Turner 
 
Chapter 2: Exploring Food Education in the Primary School Curriculum 
Author: Sue Miles-Pearson 
 
Springer Publication 2020 
 

References 

Benson, C and S. Lawson, 2017, Teaching Design and Technology Creatively, 1st Edition, Publisher, 
Routledge, London 

Hope, G. 2018, Mastering Primary Design and Technology Publisher: Bloomsbury Academic, London  

Rutland, M & A, Turner, 2020, Food Education and Food Technology in School Curricula                     
International Perspectives 
 
National Organisation: Design and Technology Association (D.A.T.A.) www.data.org.uk 
 

 
 

 

http://www.data.org.uk/
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Pen Portrait: Anna Harrison 

Role: Senior English Lecturer working with BA Primary with QTS, School Direct and PGCE 
students. Module Leader for English Specialism, Yr 3. South West London Reading 
Teachers CPD Leader. 

Length of time at Roehampton: 2014 onwards: Six years part time starting as a School 
Experience Tutor and then as a Senior Lecturer from 2016. 
 
Your teaching background: I always describe my career as a ‘sandwich’ with the wonderful 
teaching years as the top and bottom bread parts!! (I’ve taught every year group for 13 years, 
from 3 to 10-year olds, plus SLT for 8 years). The ‘jam in the middle’ (8 years) was working 
at Dorling Kindersley Publishers within Penguin as an Editor working on the creation of 
reading schemes and non-fiction books. 

 
What was your first teaching experience? I spent 6 months at a nursery playgroup in Clifton, Bristol after my first degree 
and totally loved it. My NQT year was memorable as I had the three children from the HT, a CT and a Governor in my 
class and in the first week, I remember pretending to be calm on the surface but shaking inwardly as I ushered a pigeon 
out of the classroom!! 

Your research interests: Digital literacy, picturebooks and picturebook apps, adaptations of children’s literature as film, 
ballet, musical, digital; children’s home and school literacy experiences and how children navigate complex digital worlds 
as a resource for their reading and writing journeys. 

Key professional reading: How Texts Teach What Readers Learn (1987) by Margaret Meek. The quality of texts is 
important consideration in terms of reading development. 

Key professional writing: I didn't know how to do reading – so I pressed the volume all up and it was 
reading to me! by Anna Harrison 2018. This article describes a classroom research project exploring 
children's engagement with digital apps of a classic tale, Beatrix Potter's Peter Rabbit. 
(https://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/english-association/primary/english-4-11/contents). 
 
Favourite children’s book: The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter…it all started with a Wedgewood 
Christening bowl and plate from my beloved Granny and somehow led into a second Master’s studying 
the book and digital app versions of this text!  
 
Most useful website: https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/reading-for-pleasure.  This is full of ways to engage 
readers and build up reading communities. Our students contribute case studies…teachers in the UK can also submit 
inspiring ideas. 

What are your key messages for student teachers?  

• Add a personal touch to lessons to make each learning experience special and ‘stand out’ e.g., Phonics, you might 
teach the /er/ sound for decoding ‘herb’ – try to bring in a herb plant for the children to see, touch and smell!  

• Be a Reading Teacher and share your identity as a reader with your pupils, this can be your discoveries, readings that 
support your hobbies and disappointments or discoveries. It took me to adulthood before I got past the first chapter of 
Alice in Wonderland but that’s okay….I got there in the end! 

Top tips for teachers? Right now, the profession is caught up in a media storm or ‘story’ (newspapers have to sell) re 
returning to schools. When I clap the incredible NHS workers and other key workers on Thursday nights, I am also 
clapping for all teachers responding to endless queries from parents and children on new Google Classroom pages, 
planning online lessons with resources, caring and teaching key worker children from the start of this pandemic and 
keen to get back to ‘more normal’ when it is safe to do so. Make sure you look after ‘you’ so that you can ‘inspire others’. 

 

https://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/english-association/primary/english-4-11/contents
https://researchrichpedagogies.org/research/reading-for-pleasure
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Partnership Materials Page: https://external.moodle.roehampton.ac.uk/enrol/index.php?id=108 
(click "Log in as guest" & enter the password RoehamptonTrainee) 

University of Roehampton Primary Partnership webpage:  
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/education/primary-school-partnerships/ 

School Partnerships Team  
email: schools.partnership@roehampton.ac.uk   

Head of Primary Initial Teacher Education: Sarah Leonard 
email: sarah.leonard@roehampton.ac.uk 

Head of Primary Partnerships: Lorraine McCormack 
email: lorraine.mccormack@roehampton.ac.uk  
 
Head of ITE Partnerships and CPD / Mentor & Class Teacher Training Lead: Natalie Rankin 
email: natalie.rankin@roehampton.ac.uk   

BA (Under-graduate) Programme Convener Primary Education: Anthony Barlow     
email: anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk  
 
PGCE (Post-graduate) Programme Convener Primary Education: Steph Laird  
email: s.laird@roehampton.ac.uk  
 

 

https://external.moodle.roehampton.ac.uk/enrol/index.php?id=108
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/education/schools-partnership/primary-partnership/
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/education/schools-partnership/primary-partnership/
mailto:schools.partnership@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:sarah.leonard@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:lorraine.mccormack@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:natalie.rankin@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:s.laird@roehampton.ac.uk
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