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A message from our Deputy Director 
 

Dear partners, 

 
As we reach the end of what has been an incredibly intense term for all concerned we wish all our partners 

and students a very happy and restful holiday. We are very grateful to our partner schools and mentors for 

continuing to receive students on placement at this busy time. So much care and compassion has been 

shown by all concerned in looking after pupils and each other. We have a great story to tell in terms of 

maintaining high standards in teacher training despite all the challenges that have been faced. Our Year 2 

BA students and PGCE students have fed back to us that they have felt well supported throughout this 

process. The University of Roehampton received an honourable mention in Parliament for the way we have 

supported students during the pandemic and a lot of credit must go to our partners.  

 

Good news from Ofsted that Schools will be exempt from graded inspections until the summer. It was also 

announced on Friday 4th December that ITE Providers would also be exempted until April 2021. Well that 

makes for a happy Christmas. 

 
Best wishes, 

 
Matt Sossick 

 
Deputy Director and Head of Initial Teacher Education 

matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk 

 

 

In this issue 
 

Welcome to our packed November/December issue! In this edition we highlight the resources that support 

mentors and students that have been provided by UCET to support the introduction of the Core Content 

Framework. This framework mirrors the Early Career Framework and can allow schools to prepare for its 

introduction next year. We have also advertised our Postgraduate Certificate in Coaching and Mentoring 

which offers mentors an excellent opportunity to extend their CPD and increase their schools’ capacity for 

staff development through coaching. 

 

Catherine Bruton reviews No Ballet Shoes in Syria in the first of our students’  ‘good read’ reviews of children’s 

books. NALDIC, who are the subject association for English as an Additional Language, are running a special 

interest group on Wednesday 9th December. For more details, please see page 6. There is also information 

on the Sugerless Green Project on page 7, which talks about way oral care and gardening can reduce 

childhood obesity. Another event which is advertised is the free research and knowledge exchange event on 

Wednesday 9th December on multiples disabilities and vision impairment.  

 

There is an article on using the Wandsworth Recycling Centre in teaching and learning on page 9. One of our 

Art lecturers, Rob Watts, talks about the website he has set up called Art and Beauty which has a section on 

‘Beauty in Lockdown on page 10.  We also include three profiles of ex-students and a reminder on page 13 

of dates for our forthcoming Subject Advisory Panels.  
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ITT Core Content Framework: 

CPD resources to support Student Teachers and Mentors 

The ITT Core Content Framework (CCF), published in November 2019, defines the minimum entitlement for 

all trainees and places a duty on ITT providers and partner schools to work to embed this in programmes 

from September 2020. 

The Universities’ Council for the Education of Teachers (UCET) has a useful webpage of exemplification 

resources related to the CCF, which can be accessed at the bottom of the weblink here. These resources 

were collated by DFE on the basis of suggestions made by a selection of ITT providers. They were not 

produced by UCET and are not endorsed or otherwise by UCET. 

There will be a series of three support documents published, the first of which is already uploaded; this 

signposts and briefly describes a number of weblinks that may support student teachers and expert 

colleagues involved in their training. 
 

 

Looking for high quality NQTs for January? 

If you wish to advertise NQT jobs with us for January then please do send adverts to 

primarypartnerships@roehampton.ac.uk and we will share these with our graduates from last 

academic year. The files need to be either Word or PDF. 
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Postgraduate Certificate in Coaching and Mentoring 
 

This year long course will enable you to develop the 

attitudes and skills you need to become a highly effective 

professional coach/mentor within the education sector. We 

will help you to build a repertoire of powerful techniques 

(such as incisive questioning, active listening, goal setting 

and effective feedback) that will greatly enhance your 

practice. We will also guide you through some of the most 

insightful literature in the field and encourage you to 

critically engage with it. In addition, you will increase your 

own self-awareness using psychometric testing, journal 

writing and peer coaching. 

The course is delivered through stimulating, interactive 

workshops at Roehampton (on weekday evenings and 

weekends). There will also be blended learning sessions and 

online forums. The assessment has two components - a 

presentation on a specific aspect of coaching/mentoring and 

a short film of your practice as a coach/mentor with an 

accompanying commentary. 

Duration: 1 year (part-time) 
 

Programme Start: September 2021 
 

Specific subject requirements: 

Students admitted to PG Cert in Coaching and Mentoring must have a UK professional teaching qualification 

(QTS/QTLS/EYPS or EYTS) and be currently employed in a school or other education setting, as an 

educational practitioner (engaged in teaching and learning). 

 
For more information: 

 
Please contact Dr Mari Cruice, Programme Convenor: mari.cruice@roehampton.ac.uk 

 

Or visit our course page: https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses/coaching-and-mentoring-in- 

education/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mari.cruice@roehampton.ac.uk
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses/coaching-and-mentoring-in-education/
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Good Reads 
 

 
We have a strong tradition on our ITE programmes of encouraging student 
teachers to engage with a reading culture as part of their professional identity. 
Students review children’s book with each other, and we wanted to share 
some of the best reviews each month with you.  

 

No Ballet Shoes in Syria by Catherine Bruton  

This phenomenal and humbling story had me hooked from the offset. At a glance and after reading the blurb, I 

knew this book was for me. Little did I know how attached to the book I would get.  

 

The book is about a young girl, named Aya, who is a refugee from Syria and has travelled to Manchester as a 

result of a war. Upon arriving, she is left with many questions and wonders how life will carry on, until she 

discovers Miss Helena’s Ballet class.  

 

The book runs two storylines alongside each other. One reflecting her time in Manchester and the other cleverly 

used as a ‘flashback’. It tells the story of her life back in Allepo and her troublesome journey to the UK. The story 

lines go hand in hand and grip your emotions and engage your imagination further.  

 

This book could be used in an upper KS2 classroom in many ways. One way could be used to understand 

diversity amongst pupils, finding out where the children come from and their experiences back home. As the 

story has flashbacks in it, a lesson could be focused on the children writing their own flashbacks using past tense. 

A final way this book could be used in a lesson is to write part of the book from another character’s perspective 

(further understanding). This would encourage the children to use emotive vocabulary and be empathetic when 

considering other points of view in real life scenarios.  

 

The main thing I took from the book was to not take things for granted and to always be kind. When Aya arrived, 

she had barely anything to her name, throughout the story she developed friendships, re discovered her passion 

and supported her family. After reading the story, you feel a lot of empathy, not just towards Aya, but to the 

millions of people who are in a similar situation.  
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South London Regional Interest Group (RIG) 
Wednesday,9th December 2020 

4.30 pm – 6.00 pm 
Hosted by The University of Roehampton – Save the date! 

 
You are cordially invited to join our newly re-launched South London RIG, hosted by the University of Roehampton. 
NALDIC is the national subject association for English as an Additional Language.  
 
This meeting represents an opportunity to explore a mixture of research and ‘good practice’ with opportunities to 
network with colleagues working with EAL and multilingual learners of at all ‘ages and stages’ of language acquisition.  
 
Due to C19 measures, our South London RIG has moved online via ‘Zoom’ until further notice; you will be sent joining 
details in advance of the meeting via the RIG email list. 

 
Our theme: ‘Looking forward – positive strategies for multilingual learners with EAL in schools’ 

 
Provisional agenda: 
 
Updates from NALDIC  
 
Guest speaker Emma Cleave (Churchill Fellow 2018- Migration) discusses her report for The Bell Foundation: 
‘Language, Education and Social Justice – International strategies for systems change in multilingual schools.’  Her 
research into diverse school systems in Canada, US and Australia presents possible positive strategies for multilingual 
learners in our school communities. 
 
Information on training and consultancy for schools from the Bell Foundation and Roehampton University 
 
Networking with colleagues in schools, settings and organisations involved with EAL learners. 

 
There is no charge for this event.  Look forward to seeing you! 
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Sugarless Green Project – oral care & gardening to reduce childhood obesity 

 

At Roehampton University we are introducing a new project through our Growhampton Student 

Union called ‘Sugarless Green’. This project is a fun and educational programme that teaches children 

(ages 4-12) from our local community and schools about sustainable gardening and oral hygiene. The aim 

of this programme is to give children an engaging activity to commit to memory the importance of oral 

hygiene through the proper techniques of brushing and food choices by showing them why it is better to 

swap sugary treats for healthier vegetables. By selecting a range of appropriate vegetables which are good 

for oral health, the activities are aimed to demonstrate proper brushing techniques (e.g. brushing the soil 

off a carrot up and down), the impact of sugar on teeth (e.g. trying to brush sticky caramelised sugar off 

beets), and the importance of flossing (e.g. demonstrating flossing techniques to get food items out of 

potato-carved teeth). The act of using an old toothbrush in the gardening space enables the children to 

commit to memory the muscle motions involved with using techniques of brushing along with the time to 

spend each day to oral care. We are seeking teachers and parents who are interested in participating in 

sessions which are scheduled to take place between January – April 2021.  

 

Want to participate? 

Our students at Roehampton will be facilitating the programme activities which are free for the children 

in the local community and schools. One session is expected to be approximately 45-minutes and will take 

place on the University campus. Under the umbrella of Growhampton initiatives this project is also 

environmentally sustainable as it informs children how to upcycle their used toothbrushes by transforming 

it into a gardening tool. We are aiming to provide each child with a sustainable bamboo toothbrush as a 

keepsake for participating and a means to raise awareness about more environmentally kinder options as 

alternatives to plastic toothbrushes. The adults / teachers will be asked to participate in a short research 

study which gathers information on how this programme has had an influence on the children and their 

approach to oral hygiene.  

 

Why is this programme important now? 

In 2019, Public Health England conducted a study to understand the relationship between obesity and oral 

health in young children. Interestingly, their results showed that children who were underweight were at 

higher risks for developing dental cavities alongside children who were overweight or classed as obese for 

their age and height. In the United Kingdom there is a strong correlation between children’s weight 

(particularly obesity) and tooth decay due to cavities. The main cause of both concerns is the high rates of 

sugar consumption and poor oral hygiene coupled with a lack of public awareness that dental is free for 

all children (0-18). With Covid-19 there is anticipation of an escalation of issues regarding oral hygiene 

and children due to disruptions of dental surgeries.  

The UK Government aims to halve the rates of childhood obesity by 2030 and in doing so reduce some of 

the health inequalities that exist across the society. London is the third worst area in England when it comes 

to tooth decay in children. On average hospitals in London pay £7million each year for child tooth 

extractions, having spent over £30 million in the last 4 years on top of the cost of treating child tooth decay 

in primary care (British Dental Association, 2019).  Presently, 9 out of 10 hospitalised dental extractions 

for children (0-5 years old) are to remove cavities that could have been prevented with better oral hygiene 

care. To date tooth extraction is still the most common hospital procedure for children (6-10 years old). 

The British Dental Association shared that 98% of dentists in London are urging Mayor Sadiq Khan to 

introduce supervised brushing in nurseries and to promote that dental care is free for children (0-18), 

especially given that tooth decay can begin in children as young as 3 years old. The Sugarless Green 

programme is a trial initiative for creating an effective oral care programme for education in schools. 

 

https://www.roehamptonstudent.com/growhampton/
https://www.roehamptonstudent.com/growhampton/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/844121/BMI_dental_caries.pdf
https://bda.org/news-centre/press-releases/Pages/Mayor-urged-to-step-up-to-address-Londons-child-tooth-decay-crisis.aspx
https://www.london.gov.uk/people/mayoral/sadiq-khan
mailto:melissa.jogie@roehampton.ac.uk
https://www.melissajogie.com/communiversity
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Further information: 

The programme takes place between January – April 2021 and you must pre-book your session by 

contacting Dr Melissa Jogie at melissa.jogie@roehampton.ac.uk 

For more information on the funders of this project please visit: 

https://www.melissajogie.com/communiversity  
 

Free online Research & Knowledge Exchange Event: 
‘Multiple Disabilities and Vision Impairment (MDVI)’ 

 
Wednesday 16th December 2020 2pm via Zoom 
 
Event Schedule: 
 
1400 Opening Remarks 
 
Dr Richard Keogh, Vice Provost (Research & External Engagement), University of 
Roehampton 
 
1405 The Erasmus+ PrECIVIM project 
Dr Charikleia Kanari, University of Thessaly, Greece 
 
1420 Developing the Curriculum 
Laura Pease, Principal of Whitefield Schools, Whitefield Academy Trust 
 
1440 Keynote presentation: 
Learn Different means Teach Different: The Unacknowledged Challenges of 
Learning Difficulty 
Peter Imray, Freelance trainer, advisor and writer in the area of special educational 
Needs 
 
1505 Developing and delivering a blended learning course for professionals: lessons 
learned from Erasmus+ PrECIVIM 
Dr Leda Kamenopoulou, Senior Lecturer in Special and Inclusive Education, 
University of Roehampton 
 
1525 Learning Through Touch: Supporting Learners Through a Bioecological 
Systems Perspective 
Prof Mike McLinden, University of Birmingham 
 
1535 Music: the natural language of children with profound disabilities 
Prof Adam Ockelford, University of Roehampton 
 
15.55 Complex needs: a view from Colombia 
Prof Marisol Moreno Angarita, Director of Research Group on Disability, Policies and 
Social Justice, Universidad Nacional de Colombia 
 
16.15 Closing remarks 

mailto:melissa.jogie@roehampton.ac.uk
https://www.melissajogie.com/communiversity
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Geography: Using technology to keep up with the dump!   
One of the highlights of my year is taking our students to the Wandsworth Riverside Waste 
Authority (WRWA) and Materials Recovery Facility: essentially the local ‘dump’. Donning hard-
hats, seeing the cranes (manouvered by both male and female drivers) and just seeing what a 
million people throw away from three London boroughs is a sight to behold. This year has been 
different and we were only able to communicate with the WRWA via zoom but this made for two 
hours of trash talk and some insightful comments from our geography specialists. Anthony 
Barlow, Principal Lecturer in Primary Geography Education.   
From Jayme Garland, BA Y3 2020:   
"Today we were lucky enough to take a virtual dive into the dump! Few people would consider this 
a pleasure on first review, and admittedly I was sceptical of this myself, however, Western 
Riverside Waste Authority surpassed my expectations. The centre is appropriate for school visits, 
workshops, and delivering up to date, relevant information. (Details below)  
  

Despite Covid restricting the in-person tours, Deborah and Patrick made use of screen share on 
zoom to show us around the site and explain the various processes that go on withing the waste 
treatment system. It was particularly interesting to know that our boroughs are some of the leading 
centres in London and the UK!   
  

From a teaching perspective, there is huge scope for experiential learning at the centre and 
activities to bring back to the classroom and school; the centre is still running workshops remotely 
which cover a range of topics from tips to reducing waste, to paper making, to educating children 
about what thrown "away" actually means.   
There are exciting ways to get involved with the centre on a small scale, such as recreating the 
wormery, discussing the concept of single use plastic with the children and even setting up a 
teracycle bin for the school to reduce waste in a way that the recycling centre currently cannot. Did 
you know: certain colours of plastics can't be recycled!?   
I was particularly inspired by the 're-work project' where engineers take a range of old machinery 
and upscale it to be donated to local charities or shelters for use again; things like washing 
machines, toasters, or microwaves, that were discarded for faults have been given a new lease of 
life and can be taken out of the equation of the waste cycle.   
Something you could do during placement is a litter picking activity - going to the school's local 
spaces and observing the environment for things such as rubbish, human impact, and the 
amount/type of bins available is an interesting start. Children could be local "eco warriors" and 
collect the rubbish that may have just been left or unnoticed otherwise. Taking this further, they can 
sort the items collected into plastics, paper, metal, glass and unrecyclable materials. Even if this 
activity can't be conducted in real life, showing them photos or videos that you have taken (such as 
the ones below) and asking them what they notice in this seemingly natural environment is a great 
approach to get children thinking!  
  

I can see how visiting the centre can help contextualise this "great big waste world" for children, 
through understanding the quantities of rubbish and types of recycling that can be done locally, as 
well as giving them the opportunity to think about how they can do small acts to make changes 
themselves.   
I will be using WRWA's ideas and resources for learning about waste, rubbish, and recycling in my 
future classroom with the aim to educate, inspire, and enact positive change with the children. "  
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In March 2020 Rob Watts, lecturer in art education, 
began a project entitled ‘beauty in lockdown’ 
 
He invited current students and recent graduates to 
share images they had photographed  that captured 
the notion of beauty in lockdown, accompanied by 
brief written pieces. Several staff members also 
contributed words and images. 
 
The project can be seen at 
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=h
ttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeaut
y-in-
lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%
40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8
908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%
7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7C
TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2lu
MzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&am
p;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSD
UA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0. 
 
As we come to the end of a second lockdown, please 
take some time to look at the images, read the words - 
and perhaps email your own contribution to Rob at 
r.watts@roehampton.ac.uk 
 
 

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artandeducation.co.uk%2Fbeauty-in-lockdown&amp;data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sossick%40roehampton.ac.uk%7C8f40377b2a304cd6d11608d8908eb889%7C5fe650635c3747fbb4cce42659e607ed%7C0%7C0%7C637418289938111741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=fIUb1xogLNLKzSlFeA6cOK6wYzne7y1z6ktkYSDUA5E%3D&amp;reserved=0
mailto:r.watts@roehampton.ac.uk
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Student profile: Lisa-Nicole Cherry, graduate 2018  

  

  

What was the highlight of the UG course?   
The highlight of my undergraduate course was my first placement. Having moved across the water 
from Northern Ireland, it was my first time in an English school so it was so interesting to compare 
the experiences I had had volunteering in Northern Irish primary schools to helping lead a class in 
an English school. I will never forget the first time I was left to read a book to the children on my 
own. Seeing their smiling faces back at me confirmed I was exactly where I should be!   
  

What do you wish you’d been told?   
I wish I’d been told that ‘teacher time’ works differently to normal world time! Everything goes so 
quickly when you’re in a school. Lessons fly by with laughter and learning and time after school 
disappears when you are trying to get that to-do list finished.   
  

How did specialism prepare you even though you didn’t go specifically for that role?   
My specialism in Geography allowed me to think differently about how to approach teaching all 
subjects in the curriculum. Making links between subjects give children a deeper and more well-
rounded understanding of the topic in question. Although not the Geography Lead in my school, I 
still look at learning through a worldly perspective trying to link subjects and topics to the children, 
their surroundings and culture.   
  

What are your career aspirations?   
I would love to expand my knowledge of other year groups, especially Key Stage 1. I have taught 
Year 3 for my first 3 years of teaching and I think teaching in the ‘middle’ of the school has given me 
a real understanding of where children come from in their learning and where they have the 
potential to go further up the school. In terms of aspirations in years to come, as I gain more 
experience as a teacher I would really love to mentor trainee teachers in the classroom. My 
mentors really supported and impacted my teaching and how I approach the profession so I would 
love to give that back to our future teachers.   
  

Why have you stayed at your current school?   
I started my teaching career in the school I am currently in. I completed my final placement here 
and instantly felt welcomed and part of the team. When the opportunity to work here appeared 
towards the end of my placement, I jumped at the chance! I felt so supported throughout my training 
and this continued throughout my NQT and RQT year. My colleagues are so helpful and no 
question is ever too silly to ask! They really make me feel part of the family (and they crack me up 
at lunch time too!)   
  

What's been your highlight of the past 3 years?   
I feel like there are highlights every day with teaching so it’s so hard to choose just one! One of the 
highlights during my NQT year was getting our photograph taken for a Steve McQueen exhibition. 
This was then displayed in the Tate Modern for the public to see! Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to go 
with the class to visit with them but it was magical to visit with a fellow Roehampton teacher friend 
to see our classes immortalised in an art gallery!   
  

Who are your role models?   
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 Student profile: Nicola Birchmore, BA Primary Education graduate 2018  

  

My story:   
Since graduating from Roehampton in 2018 I have been in the same school, which is a one 
form entry school in Thamesmead, South East London.   
  
Which year groups?:  
I taught year 3 for two years and this year I was moved to Year 6! I have definitely found that I 
am using a lot of the methods and ideas provided to me at university in my classroom and to 
calm my nerves about SATS! I had a great time at Froebel even as an off campus student, I 
made some lovely friends and still attended events.   
  

What I wish I knew?  

I wish I had been told that Year 6 is not a scary year group to teach, I was so nervous in 
September but now I am in the flow of teaching them, I absolutely love it.   
  

What I loved!  
During my time at Roehampton I specialised in DT with the lovely Sue Miles - Pearson and I 
am currently the DT subject leader at my school. I loved designing a new DT curriculum for not 
only the mainstream classes where I teach but also for the schools MLD provision.   
  

And now…?  

Creating a curriculum for all in my subject area has really given me an insight into how different 
needs require different support whilst ensuring every child is able to learn. I really enjoy working 
at my school, and my lovely Year 6’s ask some amazing questions, one thinks I was evacuated 
in the war and another thinks i’m 50!  
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Subject Advisory Panels 2020/21 
 

We are keen to involve our partners more deeply in 
designing our curriculum, so that it supports what students 
are experiencing on placement in schools. This will help us 
in further aligning what we do at university with what school 
partners are delivering. The latest Ofsted inspection 
handbook, published this summer, states that to be 
outstanding, an ITE provider must ensure that the training 
programmes are “co-produced with partners to ensure 
integration and sequencing across the partnership”. This 
idea was shared at the Primary Strategic Management 
Board in April and colleagues were very keen. They saw this 
as a way for subject coordinators in schools to understand 
what we do, and vice versa. 

 
Thus this academic year we are arranging Subject Advisory Panels, to be held annually, when we invite 
subject coordinators in schools to talk to our subject leads about curriculum design. We will share our 
curriculum intent and implementation with subject coordinators, and they will share theirs. This will be a ninety 
meeting via Zoom, as scheduled below: 

 

Subject Term Date Contact 

Music Spring 1 January 20th 
Alastair Greig 
A.Greig@roehampton.ac.uk 

PE Spring 1 January 20th 
Alison Murray 
Alison.Murray@roehampton.ac.uk 

D and T Spring 2 March 17th 
Sue Miles-Pearson 
S.Miles-Pearson@roehampton.ac.uk 

Art Spring 2 March 17th 
Susan Ogier 
S.Ogier@roehampton.ac.uk 

Geography Summer 1 May 5th 
Anthony Barlow 
Anthony.Barlow@roehampton.ac.uk 

English (2) Summer 1 May 5th 
Alastair Daniel 
Alastair.Daniel@roehampton.ac.uk 

Maths Summer 2 June 16th 
Lorraine Hartley 
Lorraine.Hartley@roehampton.ac.uk 

 
If a subject coordinator in your school is interested in joining one of the above sessions, please contact the 
relevant tutor in the table above copying in Matthew Sossick: matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk. 

 

Student profile: Chelsea Shevlin, BA Primary Education graduate 2017  

  

What was the highlight of the Undergraduate course? - The highlight of the course for me 
was professional studies lectures. I found the sessions extremely interesting and varied. I also 
found they were the lectures that had the largest impact on my practice within the classroom.   
  

How do you remember Froebel College? - I remember Froebel college fondly even though it 
wasn’t the college I lived on! I think the biggest thing I remember is the friendliness of all of the 
lecturers, regardless of the subject they taught. I remember being given a lot of support and 
great advice from many of them.   
 

mailto:A.Greig@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Alison.Murray@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:S.Miles-Pearson@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:S.Ogier@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Anthony.Barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Alastair.Daniel@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Lorraine.Hartley@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk


Primary Schools Partnership | October 2020 newsletter 
 

 

14 

 
 
 

 
  

  

What do you wish you'd been told? - I wish I’d been told about the never ending to do list! 
Teaching is definitely one of those jobs where you will never finish your list, but that’s ok! 
There is always more to do, but it’s important to remember that having a work life balance is 
important and that some things can wait until tomorrow.   
  

How did specialism prepare you even though you didn't go into that specific role? - 
specialism prepared me for going into a subject leader role very well. It gives you the 
opportunity to think analytically and deeply about one specific subject within the curriculum. It 
also gave me experience of thinking about subject knowledge and expectations of year 
groups I have never taught!   
  

What are your career aspirations? - at the moment my career aspirations are exactly 
where I am now! I am the early years lead and science lead at my school and am also on the 
senior leadership team. In the future I would like to gain more experience in other year 
groups and perhaps be a leader of another phase - but who knows! Although things can 
change hugely over time I can never see myself being a deputy head or headteacher as I 
enjoy spending time with the children too much.   
  

Why have you stayed at your current school? - I actually completed my second year 
placement at my current school and had a good feeling from the first few days I spent there. 
The school is incredibly supportive and have provided me with lots of opportunities for 
progression. The school also has a really great ethos, fantastic behaviour and a creative 
approach to learning which I love.   
  

What's been your highlight of the past five years? - my highlight of the past five years has 
been seeing the children I first taught in 2017 move up through the school. It has been 
fantastic to see their progress and feel as though I have helped in building the foundations for 
the fantastic learning they ar3 now doing.   
  

Who are your role models? - my reception teacher from school is one of my role models. 
Even though it was such a long time ago I have really fond memories of her teaching me and 
know she must have been doing a fantastic job.   
  

Recommended children's book? - one of the books my class currently love is kitchen 
disco. It’s a bit of a fun, silly book with lots of opportunities for incorporating movement and 
repeated refrains for children to join in with.  
  

Favourite subject/ topic? - my favourite topic to teach in reception is people that help us. 
We begin by a superhero themed day and then go on to ‘real life superhero’s’ e.g police 
officers, firefighters, nurses, doctors, paramedics and more.   
  

Funniest thing a child has said? - when learning about our similarities and differences I 
asked the question ‘what would the world be like if everybody was the same’ and one child 
said ‘it would be the dream because everyone would be like me’. Very different from the 
other answers like ‘boring’ and ‘sad’!   
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Roehampton is a Hedgehog Friendly Campus! 
 
Did you know that some of our favourite native small mammals are at risk of extinction? This serious 
fact will impact severely on the lives of children who currently populate our primary schools. We at 
Roehampton are extremely proud to champion the cause of a particular small mammal that is close to 
all of our hearts - the British Hedgehog (who doesn’t love Beatrix Potter’s Mrs Tiggywinkle?!). Our dear 
Hedgehogs are currently on a watch list for potential extinction in the relatively near future, which is a 
terrible enough position to be in – but, as teachers, we always look for positive outcomes, and together 
we can act now to help prevent this unthinkable position from becoming reality.  We can all help to raise 
the plight of the native hedgehog and recruit the youngest generation to help to save their lives by 
joining us to put in simple preventative measures.  
 
Here’s how you can help!  
 
University of Roehampton has already achieved Bronze Award in the nationwide University Campus 
Challenge to provide safe havens for hedgehogs, and now we are going for Silver Award! To help out 
you can encourage children, staff and families to join in the Big Litter Picking Lockdown Project. This 
will involve litter picking, and then sending us photos of your efforts.   

• No need to sign up, just collect!  
• You can collect litter anywhere in your local area, this doesn't have to be on campus 
• Get others involved – friends and families might enjoy this challenge, and help them feel they 

are helping London wildlife  
 
Please encourage your staff and children to get involved, feel empowered and save our charming and 
darling hedgehogs!  
 
Send photos of collected litter to: roehamptonhfc@gmail.com 
Follow us on Instagram: Roehampton_hfc 
 

 

mailto:roehamptonhfc@gmail.com
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Partnership Materials Page: https://external.moodle.roehampton.ac.uk/enrol/index.php?id=108 

(click "Log in as guest" & enter the password RoehamptonTrainee) 

University of Roehampton Primary Partnership webpage: 

https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/education/primary-school-partnerships/ 
 

School Partnerships Team 

email: primarypartnerships@roehampton.ac.uk 
 

Head of Primary Initial Teacher Education: Sarah Leonard 

email: sarah.leonard@roehampton.ac.uk 

Head of Primary Partnerships: Lorraine McCormack 

email: lorraine.mccormack@roehampton.ac.uk 
 

Head of ITE Partnerships and CPD / Mentor Training Lead: Natalie Rankin 

email: natalie.rankin@roehampton.ac.uk 

BA (Undergraduate) Programme Convener Primary Education: Anthony Barlow 
email: anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk 

 

PGCE (Postgraduate) Programme Convener Primary Education: Steph Laird 
email: s.laird@roehampton.ac.uk 
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