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A message from our Deputy Director 
Dear partners, 
 
Our student teachers are asking us important questions about what will happen to their training in the event 
of partial or full lockdowns in this academic year. We understand that in these difficult times all staff are busier 
than ever. We believe there is true value in students continuing to work alongside school staff whilst we 
support you and them in the event of a class, year group or full lockdown. These students provide extra pairs 
of hands to support planning, home tutoring, online teaching, marking and homework setting. We saw 
evidence of this when many of our student teachers provided valuable support in the previous lockdown. 
Importantly, we are keen to work with you to keep the supply of new teachers open to support our partner 
schools in the future.  We have uploaded a set of Covid FAQs to the Primary Partnerships External Moodle 
site, which will support in answering some of these important questions. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Matt Sossick 
 
Deputy Director and Head of Initial Teacher Education 
matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk  

 

In this issue 
 
Welcome to our packed October issue!  NQTs are invited to join the first in our series of online Resilience 
Sessions on 3rd November (page 3). We share details of our exciting new PG Certificate in Coaching and 
Mentoring on page 4. And we invite subject leaders in schools to join our new Subject Advisory Panels on 
page 13. 

Resources to support CPD on Black History and Black Lives Matter are shared on page 6, along with 
details of the fantastic 100 Great Black Britons campaign.  We consider how we can best support our male 
Student Teachers on page 7, and ask if you are able to get involved in some of the initiatives we have 
planned.  And we share further feedback from our BA External Examiners on pages 13-14. 

Miles Berry, Principal Lecturer in Computing Education, discusses the publication of the third edition of 
Switched On Computing, a comprehensive scheme of work for primary computing on page 5.  Whilst Sue 
Miles-Pearson, Senior Lecturer in Primary Design and Technology Education, shares ideas around effective 
teaching of Design and Technology in these challenging times on page 8.   

Professor Susan Deacy will be hosting an online mythological-themed “café” for this year’s Being Human 
Festival, offering an autistic perspective on the “New Worlds” - details of how to get involved on page 10.  
Anna Harrison, Senior English Lecturer, shares details of the Froebel Trust’s inspiring 2020 Annual Lecture 
with Floella Benjamin on page 12. 

If you are hosting a School Direct, PG or BA2 Student Teacher on their assessed placement after half 
term, then do take a look at the resources signposted on page 4, which offer support with the ITT Core 
Content Framework.  And our BA2 curriculum map on page 11 is a super resource to support your 
reflective conversations with Year 2 Student Teachers. 

And finally, Beccy Thompson, Senior Lecturer in Professional Studies, shares her Staff Profile on page 15. 

mailto:matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk
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Value Yourself – Think Resilience 

A free session, the first of four, for Roehampton NQTs  
 
Dates: Tuesday 3rd November from 16.00-17.00 
 
Workshop Core Values:  Resilience & Self-Compassion 
 
Summary:  In the session, we will be focusing on self-compassion in the hope that YOU will become more 
productive, more effective and ultimately happier in your role as a result. 
 
Aim:   
To look at teaching in a refreshing, new way – framing situations differently, yet 
possibly coming to more sustainable outcomes. 
 
During this workshop you will: 
Remind yourself that looking after YOU is a worthy use of time.  
 
The Workshop will be run by David Gumbrell on behalf of Roehampton 
University. 

 
ITT Core Content Framework:  

Resources to support Student Teachers and Mentors 
The ITT Core Content Framework (CCF), published in November 2019, defines the minimum entitlement for 
all trainees and places a duty on ITT providers and partner schools to work to embed this in programmes 
from September 2020.  

The Universities’ Council for the Education of Teachers (UCET) has a useful webpage of exemplification 
resources related to the CCF, which can be accessed at the bottom of the weblink here.  These resources 
were collated by DFE on the basis of suggestions made by a selection of ITT providers. They were not 
produced by UCET and are not endorsed or otherwise by UCET.  

There will be a series of three support documents published, the first of which is already uploaded; this 
signposts and briefly describes a number of weblinks that may support student teachers and expert 
colleagues involved in their training. 

 

 

 
 

Looking for high quality NQTs for January? 

If you wish to advertise NQT jobs with us for January then please do send adverts to 
primarypartnerships@roehampton.ac.uk and we will share these with our graduates from last 
academic year.  The files need to be either Word or PDF.   

https://www.ucet.ac.uk/12124/itt-core-content-framework-exemplification-resource-sept-2020
mailto:primarypartnerships@roehampton.ac.uk
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Postgraduate Certificate in Coaching and Mentoring 
 

This year long course will enable you to develop the 
attitudes and skills you need to become a highly effective 
professional coach/mentor within the education sector.   
We will help you to build a repertoire of powerful techniques 
(such as incisive questioning, active listening, goal setting 
and effective feedback) that will greatly enhance your 
practice.  We will also guide you through some of the most 
insightful literature in the field and encourage you to 
critically engage with it.  In addition, you will increase your 
own self-awareness using psychometric testing, journal 
writing and peer coaching. 

The course is delivered through stimulating, interactive 
workshops at Roehampton (on weekday evenings and 
weekends).  There will also be blended learning sessions 
and online forums. The assessment has two components - 
a presentation on a specific aspect of coaching/mentoring 
and a short film of your practice as a coach/mentor with an 
accompanying commentary.  

Duration:      1 year (part-time) 

Programme Start:     September 2021  

Specific subject requirements:  
Students admitted to PG Cert in Coaching and Mentoring must have a UK professional teaching qualification 
(QTS/QTLS/EYPS or EYTS) and be currently employed in a school or other education setting, as an 
educational practitioner (engaged in teaching and learning).  
 
For more information: 
 
Please contact Dr Mari Cruice, Programme Convenor: mari.cruice@roehampton.ac.uk 

Or visit our course page: https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses/coaching-and-mentoring-in-
education/  

 

  

mailto:mari.cruice@roehampton.ac.uk
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses/coaching-and-mentoring-in-education/
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/postgraduate-courses/coaching-and-mentoring-in-education/
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Switched On Computing and a catch-up curriculum 
Miles Berry, Principal Lecturer in Computing Education, discusses the publication of the third edition 
of Switched On Computing, a comprehensive scheme of work for primary computing. This resource 
won a 2020 Teach Primary Award, receiving 5* in the Foundation category.  

Whilst many primary pupils may have been spending quite some time 
using technology during the lockdown period when schools were 
closed for most pupils, and some will have had the chance to develop 
or reinforce their skills in using technology in their studies, the evidence 
we have suggests that relatively few will have been taught much 
computing during this time. Now that schools are open again, albeit in 
a COVID-safe way, DfE guidance emphasises that the full breadth of 
the curriculum should be available, and most schools will thus be eager 
to get pupils back on track with their learning in computing and the 
other foundation subjects. 

Nevertheless, we know many teachers will be concerned that pupils will have fallen behind in English and 
maths during school closure, and catching up here is understandably going to be a priority for many. 
Fortunately, many of the Switched On Computing units can be used to help support pupils in rebuilding their 
skills in reading, writing and maths, whilst simultaneously developing their skills, knowledge and 
understanding in computing. 
 
Reading 

To support pupils’ reading, the Year 1 unit We Are Detectives has pupils reading and making sense of short 
clues about the identify of a mystery pirate. In Year 2, We Are Researchers, introduces pupils to the 
researching topics on the web in a safe and carefully scaffolded way. By Year 5, pupils are working with some 
of the ideas of how written information can be communicated securely in We Are Cryptographers, building up 
their thinking about language and words as they try to decrypt secret messages. In Year 6, pupils develop 
more critical reading skills as they consider the reliability of online content, and consider how machines can 
come to understand text in the new We Are AI Developers unit. 

Writing 

Many of Switched On Computing units provide 
opportunities for pupils to engage in writing, both on paper 
and on screen. Initially, many of these opportunities focus 
on clear, precise, simple instructions as pupils start to 
learn about algorithms in units such as Year 1 We are TV 
Chefs and Year 2 We are Astronauts, but these are 
accompanied by units where pupils engage in more 
personal writing, such as We are Celebrating (Year 1) and 
We are who we are (Year 3). Switched On Computing 
emphasises the social, collaborative side of learning, and 
so pupils make use of technology to work on shared 
writing projects, such as Year 3’s We are co-authors, Year 
4’s We are Bloggers and Year 6’s We are publishers. In all 
of these, there’s the chance for pupils to write with an 
audience in mind, but also built-in opportunities for them 

to read, critique and edit their own and others’ work. Year 6’s We are AI Developers unit includes some 
material on how modern speech recognition works, providing pupils with experience in using this technology 
as well as a chance to think back to how they first learnt to write themselves through coding phonemes as 
graphemes according to context. 

https://www.risingstars-uk.com/series/switched-on-computing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-3-curriculum-behaviour-and-pastoral-support
https://www.risingstars-uk.com/series/switched-on-computing
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Mathematics 

There are deep connections between mathematics and computer science, and several of the Switched On 
Computing units emphasise this relationship, giving pupils the chance to reinforce their mathematics skills 
and knowledge or develop their understanding of maths from a fresh perspective. Pupils think about patterns 
in Year 1’s We are Rhythmic, returning to this theme in Year 4’s We are Artists, in which they also explore 
the properties of angles and 2-D shapes. They extend this into a third (virtual) dimension in a pair of Year 5 
units: We are Architects and the new We are VR designers. Data science and statistics ideas are introduced 
in Switched On Computing from an early age in Year 3’s We are Opinion Pollsters and Year 4 We are 
Meteorologists. Also in Year 4, pupils create their own educational computer games for practising arithmetic 
skills in We are Software Developers: the games they could be a great opportunity for younger pupils to get 
some quick recall practice for mental arithmetic. 

The ideas above are just some of the ways in which Switched On Computing means pupils can continue to 
study computing as part of the broad school or national curriculum whilst providing a timely top up of some 
of what they might have missed in English and maths over the last few months. 

 

Black History and Black Lives Matter CPD resources 
We have set up a Dismantling Racism group in the School of Education. We would like to share resources 
that the group have found useful.  The following three programmes, available on BBC iPlayer, consider Black 
History and Black Lives Matter, and could be used as CPD resources for staff: 
  
Enslaved: Samuel L Jackson pieces together the untold story of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade. 
Being Blacker – Documentary telling the story of the renowned reggae record shop owner Blacker Dread. 
Newsround: What is Black History Month 

 

Send a copy of 100 Great Black Britons to every school 
Details of this Go Fund Me campaign can be accessed here. 

My name’s Yvonne and I’m a retired primary school headteacher from Hertfordshire. I have known and 
worked with Patrick Vernon for several years coming from the same city - Wolverhampton. He’s honourable 
and inspiring, driven by his depth of knowledge of cultural history and commitment to work for the betterment 
of society. A champion for equality. I helped work on the shortlist for his and Dr Angelina Osborne’s new 
book, 100 Great Black Britons, which celebrates the continued legacy and achievements of Black people in 
Britain. 

The book is about celebrating the role of people of African and Caribbean descent in British history amidst 
the continuing exclusion of the Black British community from the mainstream popular conception of 
'Britishness'. 

Each entry explores in depth the individual's contribution to British history - a contribution that too often has 
been either overlooked or dismissed. 

We want to send a copy of this vital book, with a poster, to all secondary schools in the UK. 

It is a big idea. There are 8,205 secondary schools on our list - including independent schools, special schools 
and pupil referral units. But we’re up for the challenge.  

We know we can’t do this alone, so we welcome any businesses or unions who want to help out. Just get in 
touch through pushing the ‘contact’ button on the Go Fund Me page. 

Funds will be held by Focus Games Ltd and schools can register their interest in getting a copy by filling out 
the form here https://www.100greatblackbritons.co.uk/books_for_schools.html.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000ngf0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09w3wjg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/49883230#:%7E:text=October%20is%20Black%20History%20Month,the%20UK%20over%20many%20generations.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/send-100-great-black-britons-to-every-school?utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all
https://www.gofundme.com/f/send-100-great-black-britons-to-every-school?utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet&utm_medium=copy_link_all
https://www.100greatblackbritons.co.uk/books_for_schools.html
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Supporting all our students: Male trainees. Can you help? 
Statistics show that male entrants to primary ITE courses do less well compared to females. We find that our 
PGCE and Undergraduate statistics show this too and we are working on how to address this. We would like 
your help to support them in their journey into the profession.   

We are holding monthly online drop-ins to discuss issues they might face, show them case studies of practice 
and highlight success stories from male graduates in our Partnership schools over the next year.  

We have the next few sessions planned, but if you are willing to talk about your career, aspirations 
and challenges you have faced, do let us know.  Could you offer to be an online mentor for trainees, 
for example?   

If so, do contact Anthony Barlow: anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk  

What does the research say?  

A study by Pollit and Marsten (2016) investigated male 
primary school trainee teachers’ barriers and 
motivations for their profession. Three themes arose 
relating to potential barriers; physical contact; 
experiencing negative outsider perceptions; and 
working within a female-orientated environment. 
“These themes demonstrated that barriers could be 
overcome if participants perceived the profession as a 
constructive career; had positive experiences of 
working in a supportive environment; and were seen as 
effective role models.” (2016:30).  

Primary teacher training courses should not only aim to reduce barriers but also highlight the positive aspects 
that enhance motivation. We will be working on this with our trainees this year. 

The participants in the study demonstrated resilience and have shown that resilience is a common human 
adaption rather than anything extra ordinary (Masten, 2001). While the participants in this study identified 
different degrees of the barriers mentioned above, all participants recognised that a male pursuing a career 
in primary teaching was challenging. 

We aim as a team to work with the trainees on these aspects of their practice and would appreciate any 
thoughts you have on this and if your school has supported male entrants in different ways. 

Research link: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0742051X16306977 (If you are unable to 
access this, do let Anthony know: anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk). 

 

  

mailto:anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0742051X16306977
mailto:anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
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Subject Focus: Design and Technology 
 

Sue Miles-Pearson MA, 
Senior Lecturer in Primary Design and Technology Education 

In these challenging times I wanted to share some more ideas to enable the teaching of effective design and 
technology lessons in the primary classroom.  

Since the implementation of the Ofsted Inspection Framework (May 2019) with the reintroduction of the Broad 
and Balanced Curriculum, schools have shown a lot more interest in incorporating the creative practical 
subjects back into the school syllabus, with lessons such as design and technology.  

Looking more closely at STEM / STEAM: a cross-curricular approach 

One way that design and technology can be embedded more into the busy curriculum is through the cross 
curricular approach of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).  It was later identified 
that the addition of Art would add a strength to the STEM subject content, and this was updated to STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics). If you are interested in finding out more about why 
this change was made, I would direct you to The STEAM Journal, November 2017 - A Brief History of STEM 
and STEAM from an Inadvertent Insider Lisa G. Catterall The Centre for Research on Creativity 
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1162&context=steam  

This style of teaching is extremely creative and allows children to make clear connections between the various 
subjects. The teacher just needs to make sure that the objectives for the lessons are clear meeting the 
National Curriculum guidance (NC 2013) and each subject has strong, not tenuous links. The lesson should 
also have clear opportunities for assessment.  

The Primary Engineer Programmes explore a STEM approach 
‘bringing engineering and engineers into the primary classroom…’. 
They have a lot of ideas for teachers to use in the classroom 
including various challenges and competitions: 
https://www.primaryengineer.com/                                

 

Design and Technology Association 

As well as being a senior lecturer at the University of Roehampton, I am a consultant 
for The Design and Technology Association (DATA).  

The DATA website includes a range of ideas, activities, and resources for the primary 
classroom; courses are also run for CPD: https://www.data.org.uk/for-education/  

They also produce regular magazines with updates of teaching ideas and articles for those who have a 
membership.    

 

A challenging year – supporting our students 

It has been a difficult year for teachers, in all levels of education, having to plan and work teaching remotely 
with little or no notice; this has been especially challenging for teachers of practical subjects.  But at 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/801429/Education_inspection_framework.pdf
https://scholarship.claremont.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1162&context=steam
https://www.primaryengineer.com/
https://www.data.org.uk/for-education/


Primary Schools Partnership | October 2020 newsletter  

  

9 

Roehampton we have done our best by being creative and organised, sending resources home in advance 
when possible to ensure that all students can be included.  

One area of design and technology that has proved challenging to teach remotely is the area 
of cooking and nutrition. This has been problematic as one needs to consider the availability 
of the food resources, tools and equipment that the students have to utilise.  Possible allergies and health & 
safety must also be considered. A set of resources that I would recommend for any teacher who has to plan 
a scheme of work with the focus of cooking and nutrition would be the following site, compiled by The British 
Nutrition Foundation: https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/collection/4162/british-nutrition-foundation  

Food Education and Food Technology in School Curricula: International Perspectives (2020) 
Editors: Marion Rutland and Angela Turner 
Chapter 2: Exploring Food Education in the Primary School Curriculum by Sue Miles-Pearson 
 

Last year I was asked to write a chapter about ‘Exploring Food Education in the Primary 
School Curriculum’. This was the only chapter in the book that focused on Primary 
schools in England, with the rest being dedicated to secondary schools around the 
world. This led to some very interesting research into how schools were teaching food 
technology. There were lots of amazing ideas that schools could adopt, including many 
around schools growing their own food. The book was recently published in August 
2020.  

‘The book will be both scholarly and useful to teachers in primary and secondary 
schools. This book draws together the perceptions and experiences from a range of 
international professionals with specific reference to food education.’ 
 
 
Teaching Design and Technology Creatively (2017) 
Editors: Clare Benson and Suzzane Lawson 
Routledge Publications 
 

Another book in which I have been lucky enough to be a joint chapter author is Teaching 
Design and Technology Creatively (2017).  It is extremely useful for ideas for teaching design 
and technology in the primary classroom.  My chapter, Chapter 2, Teaching Creatively and 
Teaching for Creativity (Sue Miles-Pearson and Marion Rutland), is particularly valuable for 
teaching creatively with other subjects.  
 
‘Drawing on examples from real-world projects, this text is invaluable for all those who wish 
to engage students in D&T and encourage creative classroom practice.’ 
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https://www.primaryengineer.com/
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Hercules Café: 12th November 

Online "cafe" offering autistic perspective on "New Worlds" theme of the 2020 Being 
Human Festival of the Humanities: 12th November 2020, 16.00-17.00 

 
The June edition of this 
newsletter included a piece by 
Professor Susan Deacy of the 
School of Humanities at 
Roehampton about her project 
creating activities for autistic 
children using classical myth. As 
part of this project, Susan will be 
hosting an online mythological-
themed “café” for this year’s 
Being Human Festival. 

The “café” offers an autistic 
perspective on the “New Worlds” 
theme of this year’s festival. 
Dealing with specific 
situations can be a challenge for anyone, but especially an autistic person, for whom “New Worlds” 
can seem “alien” places where one might feel like an outsider rather than a participant.  

All are welcome to join the mythological hero Hercules in a 1-hour online café for autistic children 
and their families. Susan will introduce Hercules as he discovers a new place, filled with many 
objects. Participants will be invited to think about how Hercules takes in information about the place 
and about how he processes the emotions he experiences. There will be opportunities to take breaks 
inspired by the food and drink that Hercules finds among his surroundings. There will be an 
opportunity for participants to reflect on their own experiences of entering places for the first time. 

The event is designed for autistic children aged c. 7-11 and their families. The event might be suitable 
for other children, and adults, too. Anyone interested in taking part is welcome to contact the Susan 
(s.deacy@roehampton.ac.uk) to discuss the relevance of the café for them. 
 
The activity is adapted from activities for a European Research Council-funded project Our Mythical 
Childhood (2016-2021) which comprises tasks for autistic children based on what happens when 
Hercules reaches a curious, multi-sensory place. It is also run in association with the network 
ACCLAIM: Autism Connecting with Classically-Inspired Myth. 
 
For more information, including how to book, please visit: https://beinghumanfestival.org/event/hercules-cafe/  

         

 

 

Choice of Hercules chimneypiece panel, Grove House, Roehampton, 
redrawn by Steve K. Simons 

 

https://beinghumanfestival.org/
mailto:s.deacy@roehampton.ac.uk
http://www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/
http://www.omc.obta.al.uw.edu.pl/
https://beinghumanfestival.org/event/hercules-cafe/
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Are you hosting a BA Year 2 Student Teacher after half term? 
These students start their placement on 9th November 2020  

This page outlines the knowledge, understanding and skills these students will cover before placement or 
after Christmas (before Part 2 of placement). This can be used to support your reflective conversations. 

Core Curriculum 3: English, Maths, Science 
 
ENGLISH:  
Discovering the Child’s Literacy Practices; Children’s 
Engagement with Print; The Child as a Reader: 
Comprehension; Supporting the Child as a Reader; The Child 
as a Writer: Composition and Transcription; The Child as a 
Writer: Composition and Transcription; Supporting the Child 
as a Writer; Beyond the Classroom: Children’s Wider Literacy 
Practices; The Child’s Literacy Practices: Assessment and 
Next Steps. 
 
MATHS:  
Multiplication and division; Planning for inclusion, enrichment 
and extension through rich tasks and talk for reasoning; Talk, 
problem solving and multiplicative reasoning; Inclusive 
classroom culture including use of a variety of contexts to 
promote talk for mathematical reasoning; Inclusive practice 
through the use of manipulatives, models and images to 
promote talk for mathematical reasoning; Planning a learning 
and teaching sequence for inclusion, enrichment and 
extension through scaffolding through the use of 
manipulatives, models and images, rich tasks, variety of 
contexts, talk and questioning; Reflecting on the teacher’s 
role in assessing understanding of key concepts / big ideas in 
multiplicative reasoning; Talk for mathematical reasoning at 
the heart of assessment for learning. 
 
SCIENCE:  
Assessing Pupil Progress in Primary Science; Classification; 
Stories for Science; Outdoor Learning + Pupil Assessment 
input; Formative feedback on lesson planning; Classification 
and Life Cycles; Minibeasts and woodland sampling; Plants. 

 

 
 

UPPP 2 (Understanding Pedagogy, 
Principles and Practice) 

 
DEVELOPING APPROACHES 

 
THEME ONE: 'THE PRACTIONER AND 
LEARNING'  
 
THEME TWO: INCLUSION 
 
THEME THREE: PROFESSIONAL ISSUES 
 
Child development; How children learn;  
Planning for interactive learning; Assessment for 
learning; Behaviour for learning. 

Subject Specialism 1  
 
Specialism 1 (Creativity in familiar and new contexts) provides an essential introduction to a specialism subject 
within the primary curriculum. These consist of English, Mathematics, PE, History, RE, D&T, and Art. 
 
Students continue to consider the nature and content of the subjects, teaching and learning processes involved and 
students’ and sources of children’s own experiences.  
 
Students will be introduced to these subjects through four proposed knowledge domains. These are knowledge of 
authoritative literature, pedagogy, the subject (content) and current government/ school initiatives.  
 
The module will show how these subjects can contribute to a wide range of creative outcomes, can contribute to the 
education of the whole child and can form a cohesive sequence of learning for a child. 
  
Creativity, and its associations with curiosity, risk taking, autonomy and making connections (Craft, 2005, Cremin, 
2009; Cremin et al, 2009), will be at the heart of module and exemplified throughout it.  

 
In addition, students will consider the roots of creativity in the notions of innovation, originality, ownership and control 
(Jeffrey and Woods, 2009). 
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Froebel Trust 2020 Annual Lecture 
by Anna Harrison, Senior English Lecturer 

I grew up with Floella Benjamin - she was the ‘fun’ presenter on BBC’s Playschool and Play Away and it was 
therefore with interest that I saw the Froebel Trust’s Annual Lecture on Friday October 2nd advertised with 
the main speaker – Floella, now a Baroness in the House of Lords.  

It was an exceptional talk with a core message about ‘childhood lasting a lifetime’. Floella repeated this phrase 
multiple times to highlight how important it is to focus on the Early Years as it will have a lasting impact on 
people for the rest of their lives. One of her main achievements was campaigning for 20 years for a ‘Minister 
for Children’ within Government ‘to oversee joined up Government policy, a position which was successfully 
put in place in 2003.’ She still is campaigning to move this Minister role into the Cabinet.  

Her focus on Early Years is rooted in her own childhood experiences where she grew up in Trinidad and was 
separated from her Father and then Mother for a few years, to be looked after by ‘Aunties’ who were not kind 
to her or her brothers. Eventually a long boat ride to England happened with promises of meeting the Queen 
and a better life. These experiences are captured in her award-winning picture book ‘Coming to England’ first 
published in 1995 and just re-published in paperback in October 2020.  

However, Floella’s life in the UK, whilst full of incredible achievements 
was fought hard by her as she and her family experienced racism that 
brought tears to my eyes when I was listening to it.  

I think worth emphasizing that Floella back in the 1970s was urging 
the BBC that there needed to be more equal representation of 
presenters and toys that reflected diversity. She has continued to 
campaign for diversity in children’s books and media for her whole 
career. 

For teachers, teaching assistants, lecturers, and anyone working with 
young children, her words were that educational professionals are the 
‘Guardian Angels’ and that children needed to develop 3 Cs: 

 • Consideration with empathetic understanding  

• Contentment  

• Confidence  

With these central values in place, all young children can flourish.  It was such a memorable talk and it has 
led me to renew my own commitment to support the Early Years within my own research together with a 
renewed respect for Floella herself, still sparkly, still strong and still very passionate about young children 
fulfilling their dreams.  

https://www.froebel.org.uk/  

 

 

  

https://www.froebel.org.uk/
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Subject Advisory Panels 2020/21 

  
We are keen to involve our partners more deeply in 
designing our curriculum, so that it supports what students 
are experiencing on placement in schools. This will help us 
in further aligning what we do at university with what school 
partners are delivering. The latest Ofsted inspection 
handbook, published this summer, states that to be 
outstanding, an ITE provider must ensure that the training 
programmes are “co-produced with partners to ensure 
integration and sequencing across the partnership”. This 
idea was shared at the Primary Strategic Management 
Board in April and colleagues were very keen. They saw this 
as a way for subject coordinators in schools to understand 
what we do, and vice versa. 
  
Thus this academic year we are arranging Subject Advisory Panels, to be held annually, when we invite 
subject coordinators in schools to talk to our subject leads about curriculum design.  We will share our 
curriculum intent and implementation with subject coordinators, and they will share theirs.  This will be a 
ninety meeting via Zoom, as scheduled below: 
  
Subject Term Date Contact 

English (1) Autumn 2 November 11th Alastair Daniel 
Alastair.Daniel@roehampton.ac.uk  

Computing Autumn 2 November 18th Lynda Chinaka 
Lynda.Chinaka@roehampton.ac.uk  

Science Autumn 2 November 18th Nicola Treby 
Nicola.Treby@roehampton.ac.uk  

Music Spring 1 January 20th Alastair Greig 
A.Greig@roehampton.ac.uk  

PE Spring 1 January 20th Alison Murray 
Alison.Murray@roehampton.ac.uk  

D and T Spring 2 March 17th Sue Miles-Pearson  
S.Miles-Pearson@roehampton.ac.uk  

Art Spring 2 March 17th Susan Ogier 
S.Ogier@roehampton.ac.uk  

Geography Summer 1 May 5th Anthony Barlow 
Anthony.Barlow@roehampton.ac.uk  

English (2) Summer 1 May 5th Alastair Daniel 
Alastair.Daniel@roehampton.ac.uk  

Maths Summer 2 June 16th Lorraine Hartley 
Lorraine.Hartley@roehampton.ac.uk  

  
If a subject coordinator in your school is interested in joining one of the above sessions, please contact the 
relevant tutor in the table above copying in Matthew Sossick: matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk.  
 

BA QTS UNDERGRADUATE 2020: What External Examiners thought…Part 3 
Over the next few issues will be sharing some of the highlights of the reports from our External Examiners 
on the BA QTS Undergraduate programme. Last time we shared views of our examiners from Science, 
Professional Studies and Physical Education. This time it is Computing, Maths and Art and Design, over the 
page.  We have twelve subject specialist external examiners who virtually moderated assessments.  

mailto:Alastair.Daniel@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Lynda.Chinaka@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Nicola.Treby@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:A.Greig@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Alison.Murray@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:S.Miles-Pearson@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:S.Ogier@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Anthony.Barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Alastair.Daniel@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:Lorraine.Hartley@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:matthew.sossick@roehampton.ac.uk
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Computing and non QTS Maths Art 
The “STEAMing Ahead” content 
within the Curriculum Design 
module contains examples of 
excellent cross-curricular links, 
which demonstrate engaging 
projects undertaken in primary 
schools.  
 
Online safety is addressed within Y1 
of the course…Additional sessions 
should be included later in the 
programme to reflect the 
importance of this area, which will 
enable students to be kept up to 
date about this rapidly changing 
topic, along with protecting 
themselves professionally. 
 

I have seen numerous instances of 
good practice…when examining the 
Self Study modules: 
 • Support given to students not 
achieving QTS (Qualified Teacher 
Status) to ensure they can leave 
University with a relevant degree.  
• Giving students a choice of 
assignment topic allows them to 
examine an area of interest, whilst 
developing their understanding of 
the current educational landscape.  
• Significant feedback given when 
marking assignments, which includes 
comments on the script and a 
summary of key areas for 
improvement. Feedback is helpful 
and identifies what the student 
needs to develop in future 
assignments.  
 

When examining the computing 
related content within the 
programme:  
• Appropriate pedagogical 
approaches used, which draw on 
recent research related to the 
teaching of computing to primary 
aged children. 
 • The opportunity to undertake 
hands on, creative projects, which 
enable students to use physical 
computing devices and link to other 
areas of the primary curriculum. 

The maths team are very clear 
about the importance of theory 
underpinning practice. This is clear 
from the assignments that I was 
able to see and from conversations 
with students.  
 
The maths team make frequent and 
helpful links between theory and the 
realities of the classroom, giving the 
students a clear sense of what a 
particular theory ‘looks like’ in 
practice.  
 
The team clearly goes well above 
and beyond what might reasonably 
be expected to offer professional 
and pastoral support to their 
students.  
 
The sense of a subject identity is 
strong at Roehampton (more so than 
at other institutions I am familiar 
with) and so this is often where 
students seek support.  
 
The team has a strong commitment 
to developing students’ ‘pure’ 
subject knowledge alongside their 
pedagogical subject knowledge.  
 
Students talked openly about having 
had their eyes opened to the 
possibilities of what mathematics 
and mathematics teaching could be.  
 
This makes what they do genuinely 
transformational in the sense that 
the students who experience maths 
teaching at Roehampton have the 
chance to change the mathematical 
lives of the children they go on to 
teach and to introduce them to the 
richness inherent in the subject. 
 
I was particularly impressed with the 
way that some of the maths students 
had engaged with the ‘data bundle’ 
and had been able to analyse their 
qualitative data.  

This year has seen incredible 
challenges … it quickly became 
evident that with their usual 
positivity and forward thinking, the 
Art and Design team have 
responded swiftly and coherently, 
adapting their practice to ensure 
high quality provision whilst, as 
always, giving great consideration 
to the students’ best interests and 
well-being.  
 

Students clearly felt that the art 
sessions they had received at 
university were well planned in 
relation to developing their skills and 
confidence, they commented 
positively about the continual 
modelling of various processes 
alongside valuable discussion and 
reference to practice in school.  
 
This is obviously a real strength of 
the Art specialism as it is recognised 
that so often, students 
unfortunately do not get to observe 
high quality art teaching whilst on 
placement in school due to 
curriculum constraints and focus on 
core areas… 
 
One of the module highlights the 
students were keen to mention was 
the joint visit they made to Tate 
Britain where they worked 
collaboratively with the English 
specialists.  
 
Without fail, students talked about 
the enthusiasm and passion of the 
Art tutors and how this had 
manifested itself in the generalist 
year 1 Art sessions they had 
received.  
 
…in what is essentially a practical 
subject, the Art tutors have been 
pro-active and have used their own 
time to enhance their online 
teaching skills, e.g. joining schools 
with which they have connections 
for enhanced Zoom training.  
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Pen Portrait: Beccy Thompson 
 

 
Your role and length of time at Roehampton: 5 years part-time as an 
associate lecturer, full time since September 2020 as a Senior Lecturer in 
Professional Studies. 
 
Your teaching background: I taught drama in a secondary boys’ school for 
over a decade to KS3-5. In that time, I was privileged to teach a range of 
topics as part of the school curriculum but also like all drama teachers I 
facilitated a myriad of school productions and extra-curricular activities. 
Some highlights include running a Bunraku puppet club and taking sixth 
formers on a Theatre-in-Education tour of local primary schools. I worked 
alongside some hugely talented students and colleagues; our annual Arts 
Festival brought together subjects across the curriculum with drawing 
audiences from the local community.  In 2015 I joined Roehampton as an 
associate lecturer, helping set up the Drama PGCE, which I continue to 
lead alongside teaching professional studies on both Primary and 
Secondary routes. 
 
My early teaching experience: My first teaching experience was in a west 
London secondary school with a lively year 9 class. I was fresh out of drama 
school and keen to train my students in the discipline of performance. Needless to say, the class were not so 
enthusiastic! I learnt quickly the importance of building a rapport with my students and adapting my practice 
to cater for their needs over my own artistic agenda. The school I spent much of my career in placed educating 
the whole person at the heart of its ethos and this is something that remains integral to my pedagogical 
approach. 
 
Favourite children’s book: There are so many! Roald Dahl’s The Witches has always been a particular 
favourite of mine. I always loved how Dahl, (as Tim Minchin’s lyric goes in the musical of Matilda) gives 
children ‘the right to be a little bit naughty’ and the relationships he presents between grandparents and 
grandchildren. 
 
Your research interests: My research is focused on arts teachers’ approach to inclusion of children with SEND 
in their classrooms. I also have a broad interest in drama teacher pedagogies and a love of theatre and 
Performance Art that emerged from the Soho artists’ movement in New York City in the latter half of the 20th 
century. 
 
Key professional reading: Mason, J. (2002). Researching your own practice: The discipline of noticing. 
Psychology Press. This has underpinned the methodology of my doctoral thesis. It is also a really useful 
practical guide to being attentive to the pedagogical decisions we as teachers make in the classroom. 
  
Most useful website: www.thedramateacher.com It is full of free materials and links. It is a really good place 
to start if you need to develop your knowledge about particular styles of theatre but it also has lots of ideas 
for games and scripts to use with students. 
 
Key messages for student teachers: Embrace all the challenges you face, be responsive to the feedback you 
receive and most of all listen to your students - they are the real experts! 
 
Tips to teachers: I’m not sure this is a top tip, but never underestimate the positive impact you have on your 
students and helping them make sense of the world. The complex and multifaceted nature teacher knowledge 
is too often overlooked, but we see in the outcomes of our students just how valuable it is. 

http://www.thedramateacher.com/
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Partnership Materials Page: https://external.moodle.roehampton.ac.uk/enrol/index.php?id=108 
(click "Log in as guest" & enter the password RoehamptonTrainee) 

University of Roehampton Primary Partnership webpage:  
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/education/primary-school-partnerships/ 

School Partnerships Team  
email: primarypartnerships@roehampton.ac.uk   

Head of Primary Initial Teacher Education: Sarah Leonard 
email: sarah.leonard@roehampton.ac.uk 

Head of Primary Partnerships: Lorraine McCormack 
email: lorraine.mccormack@roehampton.ac.uk  
 
Head of ITE Partnerships and CPD / Mentor Training Lead: Natalie Rankin 
email: natalie.rankin@roehampton.ac.uk   

BA (Undergraduate) Programme Convener Primary Education: Anthony Barlow     
email: anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk  
 
PGCE (Postgraduate) Programme Convener Primary Education: Steph Laird  
email: s.laird@roehampton.ac.uk  
 

 

https://external.moodle.roehampton.ac.uk/enrol/index.php?id=108
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/education/schools-partnership/primary-partnership/
https://www.roehampton.ac.uk/education/schools-partnership/primary-partnership/
mailto:primarypartnerships@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:sarah.leonard@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:lorraine.mccormack@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:natalie.rankin@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:anthony.barlow@roehampton.ac.uk
mailto:s.laird@roehampton.ac.uk
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