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The documentaries explicitly build on one another and, indeed, on previous 
accounts of Savile … This results in considerable repetition – including of 
victim/survivor testimony – which works to create a new televisual archive, 
heightening the sense that these documentaries are fundamentally about 
television, as well as being television.

Karen Boyle (2018) ‘Television and/as testimony in the Jimmy Savile case’, Critical Studies in 
Television





‘I believe with all my soul that it's 
the job of drama to deal with things 
that the judiciary's not very good at, 
the police aren't very good at, the 
politicians aren't very good at, the 
civil service aren't very good at. But 
drama... … It's not about 
entertainment, it's about finding 
out how people get like that.’











Theroux: Why do you say in interviews that you hate children when I’ve seen you 
with kids and you clearly enjoy their company and have a good rapport 
with them?

Savile: Right, obviously, I don’t hate ‘em, that’s number one.
Theroux: Yeah, so why would you say that then?
Savile: Because we live in a very funny world and it’s easier for me as a single man to 

say “I don’t like children” because that puts a lot of salacious tabloid people off 
the hunt.

Theroux: Are you basically saying that so tabloids don’t, you know, pursue this whole, uh, 
is he isn’t he a paedophile line basically?

Savile: Yes, yes, yes, oh aye, how do they know whether I am or not? How does 
anybody know whether I am? Nobody knows whether I am…or not. I know I’m 
not, so I can tell you from experience that the easy way of doing it when they 
say ‘Oh, you have all those children on Jim’ll Fix It’, I say, ‘Yeah, I hate ‘em’.

Theroux: Yeah. To me that sounds more suspicious in a way, though…
Savile: Hard luck.
Theroux: Because it seems so awful…
Savile: Well that’s my policy, that’s the way it goes.
Theroux: Really?
Savile: That’s what I do. And it’s worked a dream.



‘The perverse state of mind acknowledges reality, but at the same time denies it. … 
[It] engages others as accomplices in the perversion … This is because 
instrumentality ignores the rights of others to have an independent existence. This 
in itself is abusive. The perverse state of mind turns a blind eye’.

Susan Long, The Perverse Organization and its Deadly Sins, loc. 334



‘only when consideration has been given to the part that destructive impulses play 
in the interaction of hate and love, is it possible to show the ways in which feelings 
of love and tendencies to reparation develop in connection with aggressive 
impulses and in spite of them’. 

Melanie Klein, Love, Guilt, and Reparation, loc. 7008



“I really thought, everyone has 
to see this. There has to be some 
way for us to process it. We're all 
responsible for what happens in 
society to a certain extent. One 
of the really valuable ways we 
process that in Britain is through 
television. It's unique to us - we 
have a healthy flow of self-
reflection.”





Thanks for listening!
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