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Interviewer/Summariser comments: 
 
00:57:12 Index of Marcel Proust, Remembrance of Things Past shown to interviewer 
01:35:34 Penguin postcards shown to interviewer 
 

Key themes:  
 
Balham, Reading, book groups, libraries, writing, Russian writers, plays, technology. 
 

All books and authors mentioned (those discussed for >20 seconds in bold): 
 
Lucy Maud Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables 
Enid Blyton 
Johanna Spyri, Heidi  
Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels 
Robert Louis Stevenson, Kidnapped 
Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island 
Emily Brontë, Wuthering Heights  
Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre 
Charles Dickens 
Jean Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea 
Agatha Christie 
Raymond Chandler 
Dashiell Hammett 
William Shakespeare 
Anton Chekhov, Three Sisters  
Fyodor Mikhail Dostoyevsky, Crime and Punishment  
Fyodor Mikhail Dostoyevsky, The Brothers Karamazov  



Leo Tolstoy, War and Peace  
Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenina 
Helen Dunmore, The Siege 
Aldous Huxley, Brave New World 
George Orwell, 1984 
Margaret Atwood 
Richard Flanagan, The Narrow Road to the Deep North 
Natasha Soloman, Mr Rosenblum’s List 
Marcel Proust, Remembrance of Things Past 
Gustave Flaubert, Madame Bovary  
James Joyce, Ulysses 
Émile Zola  
Honoré de Balzac  
Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire 
Howard Jacobson, J 
Kazuo Ishiguro, Nocturnes: Five Stories of Music and Nightfall 
Kazuo Ishiguro, Remains of the Day 
Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go 
Hilary Mantel, Bring Up the Bodies 
Wendy Wallace, The Painted Bridge 
Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 
Emma Donoghue, The Sealed Letter 
Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Graham Greene, Brighton Rock 
 

 

[01:40:11] [Session Two of Two: 9 January 2015]  
 
00:00:00 Discussion around reading as a child. Mentions joining library, around the age of six, 

with help of her older sister. Mentions Lucy Maud Montgomery, Anne of Green 
Gables. Brief description of Johanna Spyri, Heidi. Remarks that it helped going into 
school already having the ability to read. Discussion about learning to read: 
remembers having some difficulty, possibly due to dyslexia, cannot remember first 
book read. Mentions Enid Blyton. Comments on reading Anne of Green Gables 
around the age of nine. Remarks on finding it relaxing to read before bed. Mentions 
sequels to Anne of Green Gables. Comments on having read them in bed or sitting in 
the lounge.  

00:06:03  Plot description of Anne of Green Gables: main character adopted by a brother and 
sister, had bright red hair, set in Prince Edward Island. Comments that the story was 
unconventional. Remarks that the character was admirable. Comments on ability to 
relate to female characters. Mentions having four siblings: three sisters and one 
brother. Comments on going on summer holidays and to the cinema. Remarks on 
older sister, Barbara, being interested in reading and writing. Mentions Jonathan 
Swift, Gulliver’s Travels [viewed on bookshelf]. Comments on wanting to re-read 
Anne of Green Gables.  

00:12:44 Plot description of Heidi: scene in Swiss mountains, free-spirited character. Remarks 
on relating to young female characters at the time. Mentions Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Kidnapped and Treasure Island. Remarks on not relating to those books in the same 
way. Mentions film adaptations of Kidnapped and Treasure Island.  

 
 
 



00:14:09  Comments that all books read as a child were taken out of the library. Description of 
local library in London, Ontario: children’s library was downstairs, adult library 
upstairs. Anecdote about wanting to move onto reading adult books. Mentions Emily 
Brontë, Wuthering Heights. Mentions Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre. Comments that 
the characters are women trying to make their way: from a female perspective.  

00:16:00  Discussion about contemporary novels: some will last, some will not. Mentions 
classics: Charles Dickens and the Brontë sisters.  Remarks that some of the best 
books are about a hero or heroine going on a psychological or physical journey.  

00:16:56 Brief plot description of Jane Eyre: school is very strict and people in charge thought 
the pupils were inferior. Mentions black and white film adaptation of Jane Eyre. 
Further plot description of Jane Eyre: Mr Rochester, Adele, the death of the Mother, 
Jane running away, finding woman in the attic, setting the house on fire. Comments 
that Jane Eyre is a favourite novel. Remarks that it has not been read for the Balham 
book group. Remarks that Jane Eyre has a good plot which comes back to you as 
you talk about it; why it is a classic. 

00:21:17  Discussion about Jean Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea. Brief discussion about memory: 
more difficult the older you get to remember details. Mentions using Google. Remarks 
on reading Wide Sargasso Sea in the 1980s. Comments on being interested in the 
story of Jane Eyre from another perspective. Remarks that the Mr Rochester 
character was strict, but had a good side. Comments on the Bertha character being 
mixed-race; Creole. Discussion about Wide Sargasso Sea film adaptation. Mentions 
keeping variety of film books and posters. 

00:25:10 Description of Wuthering Heights: evocative scenery, more than in Jane Eyre. 
Mentions visiting the Yorkshire Moors. Comments on intention to re-read Wuthering 
Heights, perhaps in the reading group. Remarks on liking to read classics as well as 
contemporary novels in the reading group. 

00:28:21 Mentions Agatha Christie, Raymond Chandler and Dashiell Hammett. Remarks on 
formula of detective novels. Mentions Dashiell Hammett, Maltese Falcon and film 
adaptation. Discussion about the vulnerability of detective characters: evoke 
empathy.  

00:32:10 Discussion about reading habits after adolescence. Remarks on family separation: 
went to live with her Mother. Comments on reading classic literature for English in 
high school. Comments on family separation being traumatic: does not recall it 
affecting reading habits. Story about entering work at the age of sixteen: helping 
Mother financially. Comments on staying in touch with Father. Remarks on Yorkshire 
connection. Discussion about reading as escapism. Comments that there were 
always books in the house; not the case for everyone they knew. Remarks on 
Grandparents having full volume of William Shakespeare plays. Mentions 
Shakespeare festival in Stratford, Ontario. Brief description of Mothers family: around 
ten children.  

00:39:35 Discussion about reading habits in late adolescence/early twenties: historical novels, 
English and French History. Brief description of library in Toronto. Remarks that she 
did not read a great deal whilst travelling. Comments on considering London, England 
her home, having been here since 1969. Mentions getting married at the age of 
twenty-three. Comments that husband was a big reader: introduced her to Russian 
writers. Mentions Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor Mikhail Dostoyevsky. Mentions Anton 
Chekhov, Three Sisters. Remarks on liking Anton Chekhov plays regardless of 
whether they are set in the time of the story or adapted to modern day. Description of 
The Grand Theatre in London, Ontario. Story about being introduced to music and 
ballet; seeing Swan Lake. Mentions Carmen. Mentions having taken a module in 
drama during degree course and studying, and seeing, Russian plays. Comments on 
being able to find classics performed anywhere in London, England: theatre, above a 
pub. Brief plot description of Three Sisters adaptation: set in the Caribbean. Mentions 
William Shakespeare. Mentions Fyodor Mikhail Dostoyevsky, Crime and Punishment 
and The Brothers Karamazov. Mentions Leo Tolstoy, War and Peace and Anna 
Karenina. Description of why she appreciated those books: about the country, people, 
different types of society. Comments on length of War and Peace. Remarks on 
having wanted to visit Russia. Mentions Helen Dunmore, The Siege: read for  Balham 
book group. Comments on reading books with historical element for the book group: 
First World War, Napoleonic war. 



00:49:24 Discussion about husband’s reading habits. Comments that husband might have 
been dismissive of women’s novels.  Remarks that they did not read together. 
Remarks on always having a book to pick up. Brief description of travelling down the 
Rhine. Mentions exhibitions at the British Museum on Germany music, poetry and 
cinema. 

00:52:38 Comments that keeping a journal of books read would have been good. Description 
of reading group at a Jewish retirement home in Nightingale Lane: invited Balham 
reading group to join them for a session and read Natasha Soloman, Mr Rosenblum’s 
List.   

00:54:12 Discussion about French writers. Comments of having read all volumes of Marcel 
Proust, Remembrance of Things Past. Mentions Gustave Flaubert, Madame Bovary. 
Discussion about Marcel Proust, Remembrance of Things Past: comments that food 
and drink can bring back memories. Comments on Marcel Proust bringing real-life 
figures into Remembrance of Things Past. Comments on Peter Mullen, who taught 
the Proust volumes during the degree at Birkbeck. Description of undertaking the 
degree at Birkbeck: a very happy time. 

00:59:07 Further description of experience at Birkbeck: undertaking foundation year before 
three year degree. Comments on regret at having not been able to complete a degree 
sooner but enjoyed travelling, working. Comments that the only other degree course 
she would have wanted to undertake would be History. Remarks that history comes 
into literature a lot. Mentions James Joyce, Ulysses. Remarks on wanting to have 
been more challenged in her reading as time went on.  

01:01:42 Discussion about Gustave Flaubert, Madame Bovary: remembers scene and theme 
of adultery, making it a notorious novel. Mentions Émile Zola and Honoré de Balzac. 

01:03:23 Discussion about degree course directing your reading material. Comments that she 
was working during her degree.  Comments on remembering tragic novels and plays: 
Greek mythology. Mentions Tennessee Williams, A Streetcar Named Desire. Brief 
discussion about science fiction. Mentions Aldous Huxley, Brave New World and 
George Orwell, 1984. Comments that those books fall into the category of dystopian 
fiction, rather than science fiction. Brief discussion around 1984 and the ‘big brother’ 
concept. Comments that she would not necessarily choose a science fiction book.  

01:07:38  Discussion about Booker Prize winners. Mentions Margaret Atwood. Mentions 
Richard Flanagan, The Narrow Road to the Deep North. Mentions reading some of 
Howard Jacobson, J and wanting to return to it. Discussion about Kazuo Ishiguro, 
Remains of the Day. Story about seeing Kazuo Ishiguro speak at Birkbeck. Mentions 
Kazuo Ishiguro, Nocturnes: Five Stories of Music and Nightfall. Anecdote about 
wanting to ask Kazuo Ishiguro if he was happy with the film adaptation of Remains of 
the Day. Mentions Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go: read for the Balham reading 
group. Further discussion about Never Let Me Go. Mentions film adaptation of Never 
Let Me Go. Remarks on attending free events. Mentions Hilary Mantel, Bring Up the 
Bodies: is not interested in reading it.  Brief discussion about using Google to 
research books. 

01:15:57 Brief discussion about Richard and Judy Book Club books: have suggestions at the 
back for reading group discussions, Balham do not tend to follow. Comments on 
writing between 400 and 500 words on each book before attending group, in case 
they run out of things to discuss. Comments that it is quite common for contemporary 
books to have reading group guidance at the back. Mentions Wendy Wallace, The 
Painted Bridge: the last book read at the Balham reading group. 

01:18:23 Discussion about buying books: not common to buy books as new, but often given 
books as gifts. Comments on giving away a lot of books when moving house recently: 
taken to a charity shop. Brief discussion about buying books from a charity shop. 
Mentions Mark Haddon, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time: a gift from 
a friend. Mentions John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath: read for Balham reading 
group.   

01:23:00 Discussion around emotional response to books: more likely to be affected by a film, 
than a book. Comments on connecting more intellectually than emotionally with a 
book. Brief discussion about Emma Donoghue. Mentions Emma Donoghue, The 
Sealed Letter.  

 
 



01:25:13 Discussion about Kindle: does not have one, but member of the book group does and 
finds it convenient. Remarks on being able to download books out of copyright for 
free. Comments on feeling more attached to physical book but that technology and 
books can work well together.  

01:27:44 Comments on having written an unpublished novel herself. Brief plot description of 
own novel: a young, homeless man living on the streets of London with a dog.  
Comments on having entered a number of short story competitions. Mentions being 
subscribed to a magazine about writing. Comments on the novel having been 
inspired by the engravings of William Hogarth. Remarks that the title is Falling, and it 
was written in 2008. Discussion about volunteering at a homeless centre in St 
Martins, London. Comments that own reading, and interest in art, influenced the 
novel. Remarks on interest in, and importance of, protagonist being on a journey. 
Mentions Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and Marcel Proust as 
stylistic influences.  

01:35:34 Brief description of Penguin postcards and film and book posters.  Mentions Graham 
Greene, Brighton Rock. Mentions University of London extra-mural activities. 

01:38:00  Reflection on interview process and memories discussed throughout.  
 

 
01:40:11 [End of Session Two] [END OF INTERVIEW] 


