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Reference No.  
 
Interviewee name and title: Lyndsay Hart 
 
 
Interviewee DOB and place of birth: 12th September 1943, London 
Interviewee occupation: Graphic designer/gardener/florist 
Book group(s) attended: Balham 
 
 
Date(s) of recording: 29th July 2015  
Location of recording: Tooting 
Interviewer: Amy Tooth Murphy 
Duration(s): 01.10.18 
Summariser: Alison Chand 
 
Copyright/Clearance: 
 
Key themes: Reading, friendship, books, family, culture, politics, gender, children, 
children’s reading, poetry, reading groups, emotion.  

All books and authors mentioned (those discussed for >20 seconds in bold): 
Barbara Trapido, Brother of the More Famous Jack 
W. H. Auden 
William Wordsworth 
Agatha Christie, Come, Tell Me How You Live 
Andrea Camilleri 
Alexander McCall Smith 
Ross Thomas 
Ross Macdonald 
Georges Simenon/David Coward, Maigret 
Elmore Leonard 
George Eliot 
Jane Austen 
Margaret Forster 
Anita Shreve, Light on Snow 
Primo Levi 
Marilyn French, The Women’s Room 
George Orwell 
Doris Lessing, The Golden Notebook 
Iris Murdoch 
AS Byatt 
Virginia Woolf, To The Lighthouse 
Edmund Wilson 
Mary McCarthy 



Elizabeth Smart, By Grand Central Station I Sat Down and Wept 
Zadie Smith, NW 
Vita Sackville-West 
Cormac McCarthy, The Road 
Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
Franz Kafka 
Isaac Asimov, A Short History of Chemistry, A Short History of Physics 
Charles Dickens, Oliver Twist 
Anthony Trollope 
Val McDermid 
Susan Hill 
Margery Allingham, The Tiger in the Smoke 
Angela Wilson 
Michael Morpurgo 
Anthony Horowitz 
Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island 
Ian McEwan 
John Le Carre, The Constant Gardener 
P. D. James, Pemberley novels 
Antony Beevor, Stalingrad 
C. J. Sansom 
Neil Macgregor, A History of the World in 100 Objects 
Caitlin Moran, How to Be a Woman 
The Times 
Ben Jonson 
Philip Larkin, High Windows 
Allen Ginsberg 
Henry Miller 
Joseph Heller, Catch-22 
Richmal Crompton, Just William 
Arthur Conan Doyle, Sherlock Holmes 
Sigmund Freud, Totem and Taboo 
Voltaire, Candide 
Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita 
Interviewer/Summariser comments: 
Part two of two 
 
00:00:00 Introduction to interview, interviewee describes self as reader, 

reading every night and morning, not reading during day except 
in cases of illness, reading to wake up in morning, not reading 
quickly, reading avidly. Remarks on reading everywhere, 
preferring to read backs of bottles/posters than nothing at all.  

00.02.30 Comments on husband not reading much, husband going to bed 
later. Comments on reading during day being ‘guilty pleasure’, 
feeling need to do more productive things in daytime. Comments 
on not feeling guilty about reading for work, feeling guilty about 
reading fiction for pleasure in daytime.  

00.03.20 Comments on some books being hard to put down, remarks on 
Brother of the More Famous Jack (Barbara Trapido), locking self 
into toilet for two hours to read book while in thirties, remarks 



on not being as interested in other Barbara Trapido books, 
comments on style of writing/plot of Brother of the More Famous 
Jack.  

00.04.40 Remarks on locking self away from children to read, children 
trying to chase interviewee out of toilet.  

00.05.00 Comments on getting solace from books, particularly poetry, in 
difficult times in life, importance of reading in life. Remarks on 
reading for different reasons, reading recipe books/historical 
books. Comments on turning to particular authors in difficult 
times, William Wordsworth, W. H. Auden, reading Agatha 
Christie, Andrea Camilleri, Alexander McCall Smith to 
forget/enter different world, remarks on needing simplicity in 
reading at particular times of life, difficulties of reading 
complicated material when thinking too much.  

00.07.30 Remarks on re-reading, re-reading more with age, comments on 
re-reading Andrea Camilleri, Ross Thomas, Ross Macdonald, 
extended comments on Ross Macdonald plots, American settings 
of books. Comments on love of Maigret  novels (Georges 
Simenon/David Coward), love of France and Paris. Comments on 
getting ‘complete escape’ from reading particular books, escaping 
to exotic/different locations, interest in detective fiction, re-
reading Agatha Christie even with knowledge of plot, remarks on 
Come, Tell Me How You Live (Agatha Christie), details of book, 
Christie’s relationship with husband. Remarks on Agatha 
Christie’s politics [doorbell rings]. Comments on being given 
hard time by friends for reading Agatha Christie, friends’ socialist 
politics.  

00.14.00 Comments on friends’ reading, friends reading Elmore Leonard 
for fun, getting upset when too much death in books.  

00.14.40 Remarks on influence of gender on reading, reading as young 
woman in 1960s, sharing flat with male friends, friends claiming 
never to have read good book written by woman, friends not 
understanding concept of women’s liberation despite left wing 
politics, friends’ sexist attitudes, mention of Jane Austen, George 
Eliot, comments on gravitating towards female authors, remarks 
on Margaret Forster books, Light on Snow (Anita Shreve), 
mention of reading non-fiction, further comments on being 
better able to identify with novels by women than men, getting 
more comfort from female writers. Comments on exceptions to 
rule, Primo Levi. 

00.18.10 Extended remarks on The Women’s Room (Marilyn French), aged 
30-35 (1973–1978), comments on underestimating own mother, 
book changing view of mother, remarks on relationship with 
mother.  

00.19.30 Remarks on father, politics, father’s reading, relationship 
between parents, parents’ education, mother leaving school at 
14, growing up in poverty, mother’s aspirations to better self, 
father taking mother to ballet/opera/musical events, lifting 
mother from poverty. Comments on mother’s snobbery in 
relationship with brothers and sisters, mother’s principles, 
kindness, inclusive nature, enjoyment of spending time with 
others. Comments on father wanting to spend time with mother 
alone, mother bowing to father’s political/intellectual views, 
father’s involvement in CND, mother’s greater desire to ‘fit in’. 



Comparison of father to George Orwell’s ‘creeping socialists’. 
Comments on mother’s horror about too much sex in books, 
expectation that mother wouldn’t like The Women’s Room, 
mother’s defensiveness about racy themes, lack of memory of 
story, remembering book as eye opener about place of women in 
society. Comparison to The Golden Notebook (Doris Lessing).  

00.23.50 Remarks on books dating, different receptions of books at time of 
publication/later in life, some books not dating. Comments on 
not re-reading books that were important at particular times, 
fear of changed views/removal of books from context, original 
revolutionary nature of The Golden Notebook. 

00.25.20 Comments on reading Iris Murdoch, not relating to books, friend 
being taught by Iris Murdoch.  

00.25.50 Remarks on being taught by A. S. Byatt, further remarks on 
difficulties with Irish Murdoch, remoteness of books, difficulties 
with Virginia Woolf/Bloomsbury Group. Comments on reading 
To The Lighthouse in book group, lack of story [phone rings], 
remarks on difficulties with books.  

00.27.20 Comments on essay by Edmund Wilson, husband of Mary 
McCarthy, on elitist/racist nature of Bloomsbury Group. Remarks 
on experimental styles of writing, lack of interest in stream of 
consciousness writing, remarks on By Grand Central Station I Sat 
Down and Wept (Elizabeth Smart), giving up on book.  

00.28.40 Interviewer comments on NW (Zadie Smith). 
00.29.10 Remarks on dislike of pretentious poetry, disappointment with 

Vita Sackville-West. Comments on The Road (Cormac McCarthy), 
dislike of Fyodor Dostoyevsky, Franz Kafka, remarks on 
darkness/fear in Kafka’s themes. Comments on A Short History of 
Chemistry and A Short History of Physics (Isaac Asimov), terror of 
most science fiction work, fascination with space, reasons for 
fear of ‘nightmares’ in science fiction.  

00.33.40 Remarks on finding some authors too sad, remarks on 
Dostoyevsky, Charles Dickens, comments on strange nature of 
Dickens’s view of life, remarks on enjoyment of Anthony 
Trollope, not finding Dickens sympathetic, mention of Oliver 
Twist.  

00.35.30 Comments on morality in reading, dislike of gratuitous violence 
in books, remarks on contemporary crime fiction, further 
mention of Elmore Leonard, remarks on enjoyment of humour in 
books.  

00.37.00 Remarks on enjoyment of Val McDermid books, hearing 
McDermid speak on radio, lack of interest in Susan Hill’s work.  

00.37.40 Comments on living in New York for six months after completing 
college, having boyfriend in New York. Remarks on gap between 
finishing college, starting to work as graphic designer for BBC, 
lack of memory of books in New York.  

00.38.50 Remarks on reading when travelling, holiday reading, Andrea 
Camilleri, Margery Allingham, remarks on Allingham’s The Tiger 
in the Smoke, comments on books to be taken on next holiday, 
taking thrillers because grandchildren going on holiday.  

00.40.00 Comments on reading and breastfeeding, during pregnancy. 
Remarks on impact on reading of having children, difficulties of 
reading with small children, effects of tiredness, still reading at 
night, not reading in morning.   



00.41.00 Remarks on reading to children at bedtime, having books round 
house. Comments on reading to grandchildren, buying books for 
grandchildren, granddaughter enjoying Angela Wilson, 
grandson’s enjoyment of Michael Morpurgo, Anthony Horowitz. 
Further comments on grandson, grandson being tutored for 11+ 
exam, tutor encouraging grandson to read Treasure Island 
(Robert Louis Stevenson), dislike of book, grandson passing 11+ 
exam, refusing to read until discovering Morpurgo/Horowitz, 
grandson’s love of maths.  

00.44.20 Remarks on avoiding ‘pointless description’ in books, dislike of 
‘padding’, reading some authors because of love of previous 
books. Remarks on variations in liking for Ian McEwan books, 
preference for sparse prose, liking writing style of John Le Carre, 
P. D. James, Doris Lessing. Further extended comments on 
interest in John Le Carre from 1960s, reasons for liking writing 
style, mention of The Constant Gardener, disappointment with Le 
Carre’s later work. Comments on Pemberley novels (P. D. James), 
disappointment with later work, enjoyment of writing style.  

00.47.30 Comments on more recent reading interests, Camilleri, non-
fiction, Stalingrad (Antony Beever), plans to read about Spanish 
Civil War, remarks on interest in history, lack of interest in Tudor 
period, comments on unnamed book/play. Brief comments on C. 
J. Sansom, remarks on reading A History of the World in 100 
Objects (Neil Macgregor), listening to book on radio, preference 
for reading book. Comments on lack of interest in historical 
fiction.  

00.50.50 Remarks on changes in self as reader, less inclination to read 
‘fashionable’ books, not feeling much changed as reader, changes 
in reading with age. Remarks on niece’s recommendation of How 
to Be a Woman (Caitlin Moran), being shocked by books, reading 
Caitlin Moran’s newspaper columns, enjoyment of 
crosswords/Sudoku in newspapers, reading The Times, not 
feeling as ‘tuned in’ to reading as previously. Further comments 
on Caitlin Moran, hearing Caitlin Moran talk.  

00.54.00 Remarks on enjoyment of attending reading group, well run 
nature of group, varied nature of reading group membership, 
comments on starting to attend group, remarks on different 
members and their viewpoints, getting more out of books 
disliked, boredom of meetings where everyone likes books/no 
talking points emerge. Comments on reading on poetry book per 
year, numbers of opinions emerging about poetry, profound 
nature of people’s interest in poetry. Remarks on poets read, 
mention of Ben Jonson, emotions aroused by poetry, comments 
on one meeting when many members in tears, personal nature of 
poetry. Remarks on poems taken to reading group, High Windows 
(Philip Larkin). Further comments on own interest in poetry, 
dislike of pretentious poetry.  

01.00.00 Remarks on attending Albert Hall poetry session with Allen 
Ginsberg, dislike of Allen Ginsberg, pretentious nature of poetry, 
masculine nature of Ginsberg’s work. Comments on Beat poets, 
lack of female poets, remarks on Henry Miller.  

01.01.20 Remarks on Catch-22 (Joseph Heller), masculinity of novel, 
reading book three times in 1970s, ‘vile’ nature of women in 
book, remarks on scenes from book.  



01.02.30 Remarks on interest in Just William (Richmal Crompton) as 
young person, adoration of book, hearing book on radio. 
Comments on Sherlock Holmes books (Arthur Conan Doyle), 
going to Sherlock Holmes exhibition, gaining pleasure from book, 
finding books archaic when reading to children, remarks on 
reading books to children when too young.  

01.04.10 Comments on reading Totem and Taboo (Sigmund Freud) aged 
13 (1956), reading some books too young, not having full 
understanding of books, mention of Candide (Voltaire), re-
reading book as adult, humour/acidity in book, other members of 
reading group disliking book, different experience of re-reading 
book as adult.  

01.05.50 Comments on reading Lolita (Vladimir Nabokov) aged 15 (1958), 
anecdote about older woman seeing interviewee reading Lolita 
on bus, further anecdote about South African girl writing out 
quote from Lolita on desk at college.  

01.07.40 Comments on experience of being interviewed, remembering less 
than expected, evaluating self as reader, reading for 
knowledge/for escape, further comments on remembering little, 
description of self as obsessive writer, reading labels on bottles 
when nothing to read, looking for distraction, comparison with 
husband’s interest in people watching, greater interest in people 
than husband. Brief comments on wariness on tube.  

01.10.18 END 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 


