
Tier 4 Credibility Interview Guidance 

Students applying for a Tier 4 visa may have to attend an interview with Home Office staff as part of the application 
process. The interview is to check that you are a genuine student. Questions may be asked about your background 
and immigration history; about your previous education; about the studies you are planning to undertake in the 
UK; and/or about your financial circumstances. Failure to attend an interview when invited may result in your visa 
application being refused. 

Be calm and honest. We know you are a genuine student, and we know it is stressful being asked lots of intrusive 
questions but your must tell the truth. 

Typical questions may include: 

Q: Why did you choose Roehampton University? 

Think about why you chose the UK rather than your home country, other English-speaking countries or countries 
where other students of your nationality choose to study. You should study the University of Roehampton 
webpage http://www.roehampton.ac.uk/home/ which contains information on the university. Roehampton is a 
campus university - what attracts you to the student lifestyle on a campus rather than in a city location? 

Answer honestly and say why you chose Roehampton University above others. It is not a trick question and there is 
no right answer but the interviewer wants to hear evidence that you have thought about your choice and you know 
why you made it. You may want to mention London was a deciding factor, for example, and if you do you will be 
expected to display a level of knowledge about the city. 

Q: Why did you choose your course? 

There will probably be many programmes in the same subject area as the one you plan to study at Roehampton. 
The interviewer wants to hear why you chose this course above all others. You should re-familiarise yourself with 
your course description so that you know all of the important details. Questions will probably include the name and 
content of modules, course structure (i.e. when modules are studied, how many credits each module is worth etc.) 
the total number of credits, academic calendar, likely career opportunities and progression. This is not an 
exhaustive list and you should ensure you know as much as you can. 

If you have family living or studying in the UK, you may be asked if this has influenced your choice of destination. It 
might be helpful to explain that, whereas their presence would offer you support, if needed, it was not the primary 
factor in your decision of where to study. 

Q: How do your studies fit into your career plans? 

Think about what your plans are after you graduate. How will the knowledge and skills you gain from your course at 
Roehampton University help you with the type of work you hope to do?  

Do you know what others graduating from the course you will be following went on to do e.g. the types of roles 
and organisations they work for?  

If the course you plan to study is at a similar academic level to previous studies, how does it represent progression 
and does it have a vocational focus? If this is the case, be prepared to explain this. 
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Q: If the costs of pursuing your course of study are higher in the UK than in your home country, why have you 
decided to incur the extra costs involved with studying in the UK? 
 
Think about the advantages that a degree from the UK might give you and why you and/or your family are 
prepared to make this investment. Have you made a realistic assessment of all the costs involved and how you plan 
to pay for them? Remember that these costs include accommodation and costs of living. 
 
Q: You have previously studied in the UK - why have you chosen to return?  
 
Think about how the new programme relates to previous studies and how it might build on your previous learning 
 
 Q: You have had a long break in your studies, why are you returning to study now?  
 
Think about how you explain your decision in the context of your long-term career plans. What did you do during 
your break in studies? Do you have a job now? Does this new course complement previous studies or will it enable 
you to do your current job better? 
 
Q: Do you plan to work whilst you study in the UK?  
 
You cannot rely on funds from working to pay your course fees and living costs so you need to be aware of this. The 
main purpose for being in the UK is your studies so, if you do hope to work, think about how this would enhance 
your academic studies. You also need to demonstrate an understanding of the hours you are allowed to work 
(maximum of 20 hours per week) and typical rates of pay. 
 

Q: How will you fund your studies? 

The purpose of this question is to check that your funds are genuinely available to you for your studies. As part of 

your application you will have submitted proof of your finances - ensure that you are very clear about the source 

and availability of these funds, also how you plan to pay for subsequent years fees if your course is more than a 

year in duration. If you have official financial sponsorship make sure you are aware of the amounts and exactly 

what is covered. If you have a loan, how will you afford to pay this back? How much will your accommodation cost 

and are you clear about the cost of living in the UK? 
 
 
The interviewer will also be checking your ability to converse well in English, if there is any issue with hearing 
them clearly e.g. via the video link, you should ensure that you raise this so that they are aware that it is a 
technical issue not one of comprehension. 

 
 


