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Dear CSC Friends,
Greetings to you all. With this issue we are pleased to share
the great response and excellent feedback we received for
our 2018/19 courses. We would also like to thank all who
joined our first new courses: Promoting Wellbeing and
Health – Church-based Practice; Theology of Disability;
Guardians of Faith; Interreligious Engagement for Justice
and Peace and Gender, and Social Justice – African
Theological Perspectives. We are pleased to welcome
several new tutors this year – Dr Luca Badetti, Dr Nontando
Hadebe and Dr Lynn Thomas who have created inspiring
new courses for Catherine of Siena College. As we are
planning our calendar for the next academic year, we are
delighted to have Zilka Spahić Šiljak joining us to teach two
new courses - one on Islam and Gender, and one on
Gender and Peacebuilding. As we enter this Lenten season,
we share our wishes for a blessed Lent and Easter.
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Winter courses Feedback
We are delighted to share some of the students' feedback for our 2018 Winter courses.
From Gender and Feminism – Biblical Perspectives
I am very grateful for the opportunity to do this course and have learnt a lot about the methods involved
with feminist biblical studies and how to apply them practically to the different readings. It has helped
me immensly by giving me the confidence to find my own voice. I felt that since this course was not
connected with my MA I could be a bit more creative and do things in a different way than I would for
my other course. I felt encouraged by the feedback from the prof and really enjoyed completing the
assignments.
From Women in the Catholic Church
I really felt at home with other students, on live chat days, people would combine social and work,
people would begin by greeting each other and you would feel being respected when you share
something. I really liked being in this class. It was as if we were seeing each other face to face.
I learnt a lot of things out of this course and for me it added more understanding on the dynamics
around women which is my area of study. I am so grateful to Catherine Siena College.
From Migration Matters
The one experience that I felt so touched was when I told my story to the lecturer and the classmate.
They embraced my story and not judged it like most of people that I knew would. I felt their support
although we met only in an online chatroom.

Tina Beattie latest article "Looking for Hope"
Tina Beattie has written on the latest abuse scandals, the recent Vatican summit on the
protection of minors, and the signs of hope among women acting for change in the Church
in the latest issue of Tui Motu Interislands Magazine. You can read her piece here.

Catherine of Siena College welcomes Zilka Spahić Šiljak
We are delighted to have Zilka Spahić Šiljak to teach two new short courses next year:
Gender and Peacebuilding, and Islam and Gender.
Specialized in Women, Religion and Politics & Gender and Peacebuilding, Zilka is PhD
Assistant Professor at University of Zenica and Program Director Trans-cultural and
Psychosocial Foundation (TPO), Sarajevo. She focused on female politics and religion
in Bosnia Herzegovina and Kosovo and published articles on Life Stories of Women
Peace–builders in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Confluence of Islamic Feminism
and Peacebuilding.

