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100 Texts that have Shaped Our World  

The Education Department  

 March 5th, World Book Day 2020  

 

Childhood Memories 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter – my sense of Motherhood is based on this story 

The Long Winter by Laura Ingalls Wilder – provided stirrings of empathetic engagement 

Whistle for Willie by Ezra Jack Keats 

Coraline by Neil Gaiman 

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr 

The 'Frog and Toad' series by Arnold Lobel – pretty much every life lesson is there, on and 

between these pages.  

Olivia by Ian Falconer – a wee picture book with an amazing female character 

Hallo Children- book I – in Kenya we read an English book for year one named  'Hallo 

Children- book I' - which every Kenya child in the 80s and 90s memorised and when its 

mentioned even today brings lots smiles and good memories.   

In Search of Unicorns by Susannah York – a beautifully illustrated children’s book 

The Lorax by Dr Seuss 

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown – the idea that you can be transformed, can get into mischief, can 

travel and can solve crimes. That book got read and read and read. 

The Magic Faraway Tree by Enid Blyton – the idea that climbing trees can transport you 

somewhere else, you can see further, meet new creatures, have adventures and then still 

come home in time for tea! 

The Wonder Book of… (non-fiction) series – these Dorling Kindersley-style diagrammatic 

texts about ‘Railways’ ‘Earth’ and ‘Space’ were manna to heaven for me in year 5 Primary 

school where we did lots of ‘project work’, could spend what seemed like hours in the 

library and enjoy self-directed project-based learning. There was little teacher input (or 

direct teaching) but it sure stimulated my imagination, my love of books and the idea that 

(as I could read) I could direct my own learning. 

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 
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I am David by Anne Holm 

Thank you for my glass of water/My loaf of bread (Lion Publishing) – essentially religious 

texts saying we should ultimately ‘thank God’ for what we have it followed the journey of 

things from tap to drop and grain to loaf and enchanted me as they were largely wordless 

but full of images of the countryside and ultimately geography! 

Walkabout by James Vance Marshall 

Fight from the Dark by Joe Dever and Gary Chalk  – part of the Lone Wolf Series 

Junior Illustrated Science Dictionary  by Usborne 

Asterix and Cleopatra by Albert Uderzo, René Goscinny – bringing together my childhood 

loves of ancient Egypt and language play 

His Dark Materials by Philip Pullman – as a family we read the trilogy over one holiday in 

France 

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll – an exceptional story, but also bursting 

with maths, philosophy, parody, language play; with John Tenniel’s illustrations, the perfect 

escape from quotidian mundanity 

Paddington Bear by Michael Bond Loved him. Although, he always seemed rather odd. 

 

Coming of Age & Young Adult 

The Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling 

Anne of Green Gables by LM Montgomery – a coming of age story and I just love Anne with 

an ‘e’) (mentioned three times*) 

Chalet School in Exile by Elinor Brent Dyer – why wasn’t my boarding school like this? 

Nimona by Noelle Stevenson  –  a graphic Novel 

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott  – most American girls spent part of their girlhood 

reading Alcott or Wilder  & a second comment on the same title   – enthralling! My mother 

bought me three books at the same time: Little Women, Gulliver's Travels and Treasure 

Island. I read them all...although it took me long time to get to Treasure Island, I must 

confess (mentioned twice*) 

Think Big by Dr Ben Carson – another book that change my life and inspired me as a 

teenager in Africa to follow my dreams  
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A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith – I read this when I was around 12 and it was the 

book that sparked my love for reading: the idea that I could learn about lives that were so 

different from mine fascinated me and I never stopped reading since! (mentioned twice*) 

Make Lemonade by Virginia Euwer Wolff  

Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini – read it to my first foray into a book group. Moving and 

relevant (coming of age in content, but for adult readers only) 

 
 

Rule Breakers 

1984 by George Orwell (mentioned twice*) 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee – brilliant social commentary, narration, tragedy and 

comedy, plus an acutely perceptive depiction of childhood (mentioned three times*) 

The Road to Wigan Pier/ 1984  by George Orwell – the idea that  book could be written (in a 

journalistic style) about somewhere near where I live – wow. The style of writing (quick 

reportage and rich in description) meant this one was read and read. Down and out in 

London and Paris was also a much-thumbed tome. These were all supported by the gateway 

drug of the masterpiece in fortune (or dystopian, ‘disfortune-telling’) that is 1984! 

 

Crime and Conflict 

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe – another popular book in Kenya ( was our O-Level 

literature book) and widely  read  

 

Family and Friendship 

Silas Marner by George Eliot – the book has always stuck with me for some reason after 

reading it one summer as a pre-teen 

Howard’s End by EM Forster – beautiful writing which I only discovered last year 

The Rain before it Falls by Jonathan Coe – I read this when I was expecting my daughter.  

It is an insightful exploration of the complicated mother-daughter bond. 
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Mrs. Flowers: A Moment of Friendship by Maya Angelou – shows how care, inspiration and 

a gentle yet passionate approach to education can be transformative 

 

Class and Society and Satire/Comedy  

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

The Throwback by Tom Sharpe – the book I read in a day so I could return it to the girl I 

borrowed it from and see her again – we’ve been married 31 years now 

Middlemarch by George Elliot 

Dominion by C J Sansom – a dystopian version of post-war Britain that challenges notions of 

national moral superiority 

Small World by David Lodge – middle volume of Lodge's 'campus' trilogy, on the joys of the 

academic conference circuit. 

Changing Places by David Lodge – I read it in my first year as a PhD student in London. A 

hilarious insight into British academia of the 70s (and today), great humour, made me laugh 

out loud, so avoid reading on a bus if you don’t want to be embarrassed! 

 

Magic Realism  

A Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez  – the gem of the literary giant and 

architect of magical realism, I read it when I was 16 and it shaped my worldview profoundly. 

I could not stop thinking about this book, its places and protagonists for weeks after I 

finished it. 

 

Politics, Power, Protest and Philosophy 

The Colour Purple by Alice Walker  

Misogynies by Joan Smith 

The Alchemy of Race and Rights by Patricia J Williams  

A History of Western Philosophy by Bertrand Russell, brilliant, accessible, if opinionated 

introduction. Local author. 

Black Boy by Richard Wright – Richard's memoir struck a note…a powerful depiction of life 
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in the 1920s and 1930s America  

Tribes: How Our Need to Belong Can Make or Break Society by David Lammy 

 

Life, Psychology, Death and Other Worlds 

Battlefield of the Mind by Joyce Meyer – another great Christian book that has been read 

widely 

Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah – helped me legitimise my own mixed-race identity and my 

‘illegal’ existence, according to the apartheid law defied by my parents 

Fever Pitch by Nick Hornby, this is my top book of all time.  

A Mighty Heart by Marianne Pearl – the fortitude and strength of Marianne, a journalist 

who covers the story of her husband’s disappearance in Karachi, Pakistan.  

 

Adventure 

For Whom the Bell Tolls by Ernest Hemingway 

Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver 

Horror 

Needful Things by Stephen King – a supreme example of King’s narrative skill 

 

Love, Sex and Romance 

Emma by Jane Austen – this has exquisite plotting and heroine with deep flaws 

The Bridges of Madison County by Robert James Waller – deeply moving and sensual 

A Suitable Boy by Vikram Seth 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte – loved the gothic drama as a teenager 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen – her light touch and humour.  A real fan of all her books 
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Identity  

An Eternal Golden Braid by Douglas Hofstadter, Gödel, Escher, Bach – mathematics,  culture 

and the meaning of meaning 

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 

Half of A Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie – this beautiful historical novel is 

written against a backdrop of war – Nigeria’s Civil War. Important to me because it fills in 

the many gaps of stories told by my parents of their respective lives in Nigeria, before 

making their way to England as students in the 1960s. The story forms part of a tapestry of 

my identity. 

 

Fantasy 

The Princess Bride by William Goldman 

The Lord of the Rings by J.R.R.Tolkien – this blew my mind and showed me fantasy was not 

just for children & (new comment) – such an epic and one that I shared with my 

son (mentioned twice*) 

 

Short Stories 

Fictions by Jorge Luis Borges 

Nine Stories by J. D Salinger 

 

Science Fiction  

Hitch Hikers Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams – the book of the original radio series; 

classic humour and SF (mentioned twice*)  

Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro – I read this as a 2nd year PhD student. Extremely original 

topic and superb language, the book explores the nature of humanity and 

normality/difference. 

Ridley Walker by Russell Hoban 

Frankenstein by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley – what is says about the nature of humanity 

I Robot by Isaac Asimov – a similar theme to Frankenstein 
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Historical Fiction 

Fail Safe by Eugene Burdick and Harvey Wheeler – a Cold War drama with great plot and 

characters 

To Serve Them All My Days by R F Delderfield – I always imagined boarding school would 

have been so much fun! 

The Eagle of the Ninth by Rosemary Sutcliffe – the excitement of history 

Exodus by Leon Uris – challenging and emotive history 

The Woolpack by Cynthia Harnett 

Shipwrecks by Akira Yoshimura 

Beloved by Toni Morrison 

Wolf Hall by Hilary Mantel with the new final book in Mantel’s trilogy, The Mirror and The 

Light published on March 5th, World Book Day!  

The Woodlanders by Thomas Hardy 

Half of A Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Adichie – this beautiful historical novel written against 

a backdrop war - Nigeria's Civil war. Important to me because it fills in the many gaps of 

stories told by my parents about their respective lives in Nigeria, before making their way to 

England as students in the 1960s. The story forms part of tapestry for me. 

Life and Non-fiction & Academic  

“Surely You’re Joking, Mr Feynman!” by Richard Feynman, adventures of a curious 

character – anecdotes and insights from the Nobel prize winning physicist 

The Act of Reading: A Theory of Aesthetic Response – Wolfgang Iser 

From Ritual to Theatre: The Human Seriousness of Play by Victor Turner (overturned my 

existing ideas about play, ritual and performance and led me to seven years of research) 

The Pedagogy of the Oppressed by Paulo Friere 

Teaching to Transgress by Bell Hooks 

Deschooling Society by Ivan Illich – an awakening for me, read at a time when I hadn’t 

considered that we could – or should – deschool society 

Multiculturalism and Education by Richard Race whose third edition is being worked on and 

is a text that has certainly shaped a professional life over the last 10 years. 
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